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Associated Press

EUGENE — A man has 
threatened to sue city officials 
in Eugene because of a Christ-
mas banner that he believes is 
a violation of the separation of 
church and state.

The banner that stretches 
above a downtown street 
advises people to attend 
church this Christmas and cel-
ebrate Jesus Christ.

Rene Salm, a published 
atheist who lives in Eugene, 
told The Register-Guard that 
he has contacted the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union and 
is trying to find a lawyer.

“I feel like I’m being 

assaulted, telling me to go to 
church and celebrate Jesus,” 
said Salm, who has published 
books titled “NazarethGate” 
and “The Myth of Nazareth.”

Other residents have raised 
similar complaints, the news-
paper reports.

The city allows community 
groups and nonprofit orga-
nizations to install banners 
for up to three weeks to pro-
mote events. The city has des-
ignated three spots for street 
banners.

The group or organiza-
tion must submit a completed 
application and pay a $37.45 
fee. It is responsible for install-
ing and removing the banner.

Virgil Adams applied in 
July to hang the Christmas 
banner between Dec. 12 and 
Jan. 1, according to a copy of 
the application.

“He can go and get a per-
mit and do what he wants,” 
Adams said of Salm. “It’s a 
free country.”

It’s the second year in a 
row that a Christmas banner 
has led to complaints in the 
city that’s home to the Univer-
sity of Oregon.

Councilor Betty Taylor 
raised the issue in February, 
noting at a council meeting 
that the banner displayed in 
December 2016 caused a stir.

Kathryn Brotherton, now 

Eugene’s acting city attorney, 
responded that the city can’t 
regulate the content of any 
banner if it makes the space 
available to the public, so long 
as the applicant complies with 
the program’s rules.

“A banner advertising an 
Easter service and a banner 
advertising a picnic at Alton 
Baker (Park) have the same 
ability to buy that spot and 
be posted there,” she said, 
according to a video of the 
meeting available online.

Taylor then asked if the 
city would permit a banner for 
an event in support of the Ku 
Klux Klan.

Brotherton answered “yes.”

Atheist seeks removal of Christmas banner

Chris Pietsch/The Register-Guard

A banner in Eugene encourages church attendance for 
Christmas. An atheist is demanding that city officials re-
move the banner that he believes is a violation of church 
and state.
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604 Apartments

Seaside: Riverview, 2
bedroom, 1 bath

Washer/dryer, carport.
$875 per month+deposit.

No pets
DNC Rental Properties

(503)791-2855

Apartment:
River View Large 2BD/1BA, 
ADA, possible combo live 

and work zoned CMU. 
$1250/MO Includes utilities 

and cable
harborview@gmail.com

541-953-8383
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SHOP LOCAL!
Check the Business Directory 

daily to utilize the local 
professionals advertising

in The Daily Astorian.
To place an ad in our Business 
Directory, call 503-325-3211.

504 Homes for Sale

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

All real estate advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
“Any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 

handicap, familial status, or 
national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.” 

Familial status includes 
children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal 

custodians; pregnant women 
and people securing custody 

of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in

violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised 

in this newspaper are
available on an equal

opportunity basis.
To complain of discrimination 
call HUD at 1(800)669-9777. 

The toll free telephone
number for the hearing

impaired is 1(800)927-9275.
  

If you live in Seaside or Cannon 
Beach, call 503-325-3211 to place 

a Daily Astorian classified ad.

160 Christmas Trees

Oja’s U-Cut Trees
Nobles, Grands

All Trees $30
Handmade Wreaths!

4 miles from Miles
Crossing

90198 Youngs River Rd 
Astoria

Daily:10am-4pm

251 Boats for Sale

‘93 Toyota Pickup
4WD Extra Cab

4-SP 4-Cyl
Excellent condition!

$4650
Call: 503-728-3562

2018 27 LOA Xtaero XT24DV 
Long Cabin Twin Outboard 
Xtaero Boats seeks a demo 
owner willing to offset boat

by allowing factory
marketing.  Businessmen 
near San Francisco and

Valdez just took this offer. 
Xtaero is highly regarded 
by professional operators 
in Alaska. We build to suit. 

Looking for help on
Oregon Coast.

Visit www.xtaeroboats.com  
Tacoma, WA.

Call 907-342-2141

107 Public Notices

Occasionally other
companies  make

telemarketing calls off
classified ads. These

companies are not affiliated 
with The Daily Astorian and 

customers are under no
obligation to participate. 

If you would like to contact 
the attorney general or be put 

on the do not call list, here 
are the links to both of them

Complaint form link:
http://www.doj.state.or.us/

finfraud/ 

If You Live In
Seaside

or Cannon Beach
DIAL

503-325-3211
FOR A

Daily Astorian
Classified Ad

ERROR AND CANCELLATIONS
Please read your ad on the first day.

If you see an error, The Daily 
Astorian will gladly re-run your ad 
correctly. We accept responsibility 

for the first incorrect insertion, 
and then only to the extent of a 

corrected insertion or 
refund of the price paid.

To cancel or correct an ad,
call 503-325-3211 or

1-800-781-3211

104 Special Notices

Thrift Store
207 7th St. Astoria, Oregon

(Formerly Coast Rehabilitation 
Services)

It is that time of year to clean 
out the house before the

holidays. Here is a perfect
solution-Our Thrift Store will 

take salable items
Monday-Saturday
9:30am-5:00pm

We are downtown Astoria at 
207 7th St

(503)325-1011
We provide pickup service. 

Delivery is also available for a 
nominal fee. 

Suggestions: Rugs,
furniture, technology,

musical, pictures, lamps, 
exercise & sports

equipment, baby items, toys, 
clothes, crafts, holiday items, 
jewelry, shoes, pots & pans.

Weekly Sales!
Fax:503-861-3476 or

503-674-5100
~www.nwcall.org~
We are a 501(C)(3)

public charity
Serving our community for 

over 43 years.

A small town

newspaper

with a global

outlook

One of the Pacific 

Northwest’s great 

small newspapers

www.dailyastorian.com
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