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Rosenblum 
warns of fraud

By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Oregon Attor-
ney General Ellen Rosenblum 
and 17 other attorneys gen-
eral wanted the Federal Com-
munications Commission 
to delay a vote to end a rule 
that prohibits internet provid-
ers from making it more dif-
ficult or expensive to access 
one website over another.

The attorneys general, all 
Democrats, stated in a letter 
that they are concerned about 
the amount of falsified com-
ments that were made to the 
FCC in support of the rule 
change.

The five-member com-
mission, three Republicans 
and two Democrats, voted 
3-2 today along party lines to 
repeal the rule.

“Changing the rules 
around net neutrality will 
have major implications for 
commerce and almost every 
aspect of modern life. Before 
that is allowed to happen, 
we must get to the bottom of 
whether fraud was committed 
in the FCC comment process 
on behalf of unsuspecting 
Americans,” Rosenblum said 
in a statement Wednesday.

Rosenblum spearheaded 
the letter and obtained signa-
tures from the attorneys gen-
eral of California, Delaware, 
District of Columbia, Hawaii, 
Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachu-
setts, Mississippi, North Car-
olina, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, Virginia, Vermont and 
Washington.

New York Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman’s 
office is investigating whether 
commenters illegally used 
the identities of New York-
ers to give feedback on net 
neutrality.

FCC Commissioner Jes-
sica Rosenworcel also has 
looked into the authenticity 
of comments. She told NPR’s 
“The Takeaway” Tuesday 
that among 23 million com-
ments about the proposed 
rule change, she and Schnei-
derman had found 1 million 
used stolen identities. About 
500,000 of the comments 
came from Russian addresses, 
and 50,000 consumer com-
plaints were omitted from the 
record of comments, she told 
the radio program.

Schneiderman released 
new information Wednesday 
that his office had identified 
a total of 2 million fake com-
ments on net neutrality to the 
FCC using stolen identities of 
Americans across the country.

The office has a search 
engine where residents can 
look to see if their identity 
was used fraudulently.

Supporters of the proposed 
rule change argue that end-
ing net neutrality will benefit 
consumers by spurring more 
competition between broad-
band providers.

But Rosenworcel noted 
on “The Takeaway” that half 
of U.S. households have only 
one choice for a broadband 
provider.

“A careful review of the 
publicly available information 
revealed a pattern of fake sub-
missions using the names of 
real people. In fact, there may 
be over 1 million fake submis-
sions from across the coun-
try,” the letter by the attorneys 
general states. “This is akin 
to identity theft on a massive 
scale — and theft of some-
one’s voice in a democracy is 
particularly concerning.”

The attorneys general said 
“it’s essential that the com-
mission gets a full and accu-
rate picture of how changes 
to net neutrality will affect the 
everyday lives of Americans 
before they can act on such 
sweeping policy changes.”

Oregon AG: Delay 
vote on net neutrality

By CLAIRE 
WITHYCOMBE

Capital Bureau

PORTLAND — Support-
ers and opponents of Measure 
101, which could repeal part 
of Oregon’s Medicaid funding 
plan, faced off Wednesday in a 
debate at the Multnomah Ath-
letic Club.

Medicaid is a health care 
coverage program jointly 
funded by the state and fed-
eral government serving about 
1 million Oregonians through 
the Oregon Health Plan.

A special election Jan. 23 
concerns parts of a new fund-
ing law. Particularly at issue 
are provisions in the law 
to increase federal Medic-
aid matching funding by col-
lecting assessments from the 
state’s hospitals, insurers and 
coordinated care organiza-
tions — the regional networks 
of providers serving Medicaid 
patients.

A trio of Republican state 
representatives successfully 
petitioned to refer portions of 
the law, including those provi-
sions, to the ballot.

Measure 101 will ask vot-
ers to either vote “yes,” to keep 
all the provisions of the bill; or 
“no,” to cut some of them out.

Republican state Reps. 
Julie Parrish, of Tualatin/West 
Linn, and Cedric Hayden, of 
Roseburg, who referred the 
issue to the ballot, spoke in 
favor of repealing parts of the 
law Wednesday.

Speaking on the oppo-
site side was Felisa Hagins, 
political director of the Ser-
vice Employees International 
Union Local 49, and Jessica 
Adamson, director of govern-
ment affairs for Providence 
Health and Services, who are 
advocating to keep all of the 
assessments.

Some takeaways from 

Wednesday’s forum:
• Neither side wants to 

cut people from Medicaid: 
Both sides of the issue said 
they didn’t want people on 
Medicaid to lose health care. 
Parrish and Hagins say they 
grew up covered by Medicaid, 
and Hayden, a dentist, serves 
patients on the Oregon Health 
Plan.

Hayden and Parrish largely 
disagree with the Measure 101 
supporters, though, on how 
it ought to be paid for — and 
argue the state could find other 
sources of funding.

Supporters of the measure 
say that it took the last legisla-
tive session to get insurers and 
Medicaid providers to agree 
on a funding plan. They argue 
the legislation’s mechanisms 
are approved ways to collect 
federal matching funds, which 
pay the vast majority of Med-
icaid costs.

• Where could the money 
from the taxes go? The two 
sides disagree on whether the 
funds generated by portions of 
the legislation at issue can be 
reverted to the state’s general 
fund to pay for other things.

Parrish claims a legisla-

tive counsel opinion from June 
indicates that a 0.7 percent 
assessment on net hospital rev-
enues could get swept to the 
state’s general fund and used 
for purposes other than health 
care.

The “yes” side disagrees, 
saying that the money col-
lected from the assessment 
would only go to health care, 
and that a “sweep” to the gen-
eral fund requires separate 
legislation — which is not an 
unprecedented move.

• The insurance market: 
The cost of insurance for those 
not on Medicaid, which could 
also be affected by the bal-
lot measure, came up during 
Wednesday’s debate as well.

The law’s 1.5 percent tax 
on gross premiums, or pre-
mium equivalents for public 
employee health care plans, 
on insurers is intended to fund 
a reinsurance program that 
insulates insurers from high-
risk claims that can drive up 
premiums.

Proponents say it’s already 
working, reducing 2018 pre-
miums by an average of 6 
percent.

However, petitioners want 
to stop the tax on insurers, 
because the law allows insur-
ers to increase premiums by 
up to 1.5 percent to absorb the 
cost of the tax.

They also argue that the 
state could have pre-empted 
the need for a reinsurance mar-
ket by enrolling the state’s pub-
lic employees in coordinated 
care organizations or having 
the state buy employees’ insur-
ance on the exchange — either 
of those moves, they argue, 
would dramatically increase 
the risk pool and bring down 
premiums.

Hagins, the SEIU panelist, 
said that the Public Employee 
Benefits Board — which 
oversees health care benefits 
for public employees — did 
a pilot project that enrolled 
employees in a coordinated 
care organization.

But, Hagins said, the CCO 
was unable to contain rates to 
the agreed level.

Measure 101 supporters, 
opponents clash in debate

EO Media Group

Supporters and opponents of a ballot measure on Oregon’s 
Medicaid funding package squared off in a debate Wednesday.
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651 Help Wanted

Front Desk/Night Auditor
Permanent Full-time 

Applications at
Gearhart By The Sea

1157 N. Marion
Drug Test Required.

ARE YOU HARDWORKING, 
HONEST, AND LOOKING 

FOR A GREAT
OPPORTUNITY?

If you have some knowledge 
of cars and desire to learn, 
we are looking for potential

techs/trainees.
Call TJ’s Auto Repair

503-861-2886
Call Tim

503-440-8282

Planning to move?
Sell those items you can’t

take with you with a classified 
ad in The Daily Astorian!

PT Receptionist,
20-30HRS a week.

Send resume by mail or Email 
2120 Exchange St. Ste 111

Astoria, OR 
ROA@urgentcarenwastoria.

com 

Housekeepers
Flexible schedule, knowledge 

of hotel housekeeping
preferred but not required. 

EOE.
Apply in person at the 

Cannery Pier Hotel & Spa to 
schedule an interview.

604 Apartments

Astoria, 222 Alameda.
1 bedroom

$650-$700+deposit. Hot 
water included.

No pets/smoking.
References.

503-680-4210

613 Houses

Seaside Cottage
Close to town and beach, 1 

bedroom+, W/D, fresh interior, 
fenced yard, no smoking,

no pets.
$800/month

503-738-2499

House for Rent in Seaside
2bd/1ba w/laundry room

hookups,fenced yard
$1200/mo

no pets/smoking
First month+deposit

503-690-2840
503-312-9960

619 Commercial
Rental

Astoria: 3925 Abbey Lane, 
800 SF and up.

Starting at $.50/SF and up.
(503)440-6945

Do you have unused furniture 
taking up space around your 

house? Sell it fast with
a classified ad!

Call 503-325-3211 today!

651 Help Wanted

Adult Foster Home is 
looking for a full-time and 

part-time Caregiver.
Must pass background check, 

experience required. 
Call 503-791-6420

504 Homes for Sale

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

All real estate advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
“Any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 

handicap, familial status, or 
national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.” 

Familial status includes 
children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal 

custodians; pregnant women 
and people securing custody 

of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in

violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised 

in this newspaper are
available on an equal

opportunity basis.
To complain of discrimination 
call HUD at 1(800)669-9777. 

The toll free telephone
number for the hearing

impaired is 1(800)927-9275.
  

604 Apartments
Seaside: Riverview, 2

bedroom, 1 bath
Washer/dryer, carport.

$875 per month+deposit.
No pets

DNC Rental Properties
(503)791-2855

GOLF GAME gone to pot? Sell
those old clubs with a classified ad.

160 Christmas Trees

Oja’s U-Cut Trees
Nobles, Grands

All Trees $30
Handmade Wreaths!

4 miles from Miles
Crossing

90198 Youngs River Rd 
Astoria

Daily:10am-4pm

251 Boats for Sale

2018 27 LOA Xtaero XT24DV 
Long Cabin Twin Outboard 
Xtaero Boats seeks a demo 
owner willing to offset boat

by allowing factory
marketing.  Businessmen 
near San Francisco and

Valdez just took this offer. 
Xtaero is highly regarded 
by professional operators 
in Alaska. We build to suit. 

Looking for help on
Oregon Coast.

Visit www.xtaeroboats.com  
Tacoma, WA.

Call 907-342-2141

481 Freebies

Rolling saddle stand, electric 
fencing, reclining quiet

electromagnetic exercise bike, 
wine rack is solid wood light 
maple stain w/4 shelves 6

hanging glass slots
36”wx41”hx16”D like new,

27” Visio flat screen TV works
& assorted tools.
(503)325-5718

104 Special Notices

Treasure Alley
20% off entire store
Black Friday through

Christmas Eve

Vintage, collectibles, art,
clothing and more!

Wednesday-Sunday
11am-5pm

77 11th St, Astoria
Pier 11 Building

107 Public Notices

Occasionally other
companies  make

telemarketing calls off
classified ads. These

companies are not affiliated 
with The Daily Astorian and 

customers are under no
obligation to participate. 

If you would like to contact 
the attorney general or be put 

on the do not call list, here 
are the links to both of them

Complaint form link:
http://www.doj.state.or.us/

finfraud/ 

Go. 
Do.
coastweekend.com

 dining • the arts • music
shopping • museums • classes • movies 

gardening • news • blogs • more

LOOKING for livestock buyers? 
Place a low-cost classified ad.

104 Special Notices

Thrift Store
207 7th St. Astoria, Oregon

(Formerly Coast Rehabilitation 
Services)

It is that time of year to clean 
out the house before the

holidays. Here is a perfect
solution-Our Thrift Store will 

take saleable items
Monday-Saturday
9:30am-5:00pm

We are downtown Astoria at 
207 7th St

(503)325-1011
We provide pickup service. 

Delivery is also available for a 
nominal fee. 

Suggestions: Rugs,
furniture, technology,

musical, pictures, lamps, 
exercise & sports

equipment, baby items, toys, 
clothes, crafts, holiday items, 
jewelry, shoes, pots & pans.

Weekly Sales!
Fax:503-861-3476 or

503-674-5100
~www.nwcall.org~
We are a 501(C)(3)

public charity
Serving our community for 

over 43 years.

Sell your children’s outgrown 
clothes and toys with a 

classified ad in the
Daily Astorian.

Call 503-325-3211 to place 
your ad today!

www.DailyAstorian.com


