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Major Southern 
California freeway closed 
amid wildfire fight

VENTURA, Calif. — Authorities closed a 
major freeway today as flames from the largest 
and most destructive Southern California wild-
fire jumped lanes and churned toward coastal 
and mountain communities northwest of Los 
Angeles,

Crews kept an eye on unpredictable winds. 
A more favorable wind forecast still called for 
potentially dangerous gusts, but ones not likely 
to approach historic levels forecasters had feared, 
according to the National Weather Service.

Calmer overnight conditions helped crews 
protect the Ventura County resort town of Ojai, 
where most of the 7,000 residents were under new 
evacuation orders following a big burst of wind 
late Wednesday. Evacuations were also ordered 
for the first time in Santa Barbara County, where 
the coastal city of Carpinteria was under threat.

Officials closed U.S. 101 for more than a 
dozen miles along the coast, cutting off a major 
route between Ventura and Santa Barbara coun-
ties for several hours as fire charred heavy brush 
along lanes.

Southern California has been hit hard by four 
major fires that have put tens of thousands of peo-
ple under evacuation orders and destroyed nearly 
200 homes and buildings, a figure that is almost 
certain to grow.

Across the wide I-405 freeway from the fire, 
the Getty Center art complex was closed to pro-
tect its collection from smoke damage. Many 
schools across Los Angeles were closed because 
of poor air quality and classes were canceled at 
265 schools today.

Franken announces 
resignation from Senate 
amid allegations

WASHINGTON — Minnesota Sen. Al Fran-
ken said today he will resign from Congress in 
coming weeks following a wave of sexual mis-
conduct allegations and a collapse of support 
from his Democratic colleagues, a swift political 
fall for a once-rising Democratic star.

“I may be resigning my seat, but I am not 
giving up my voice,” Franken said in the other-
wise-hushed Senate chamber.

Franken quit just a day after new allegations 
brought the number of women alleging miscon-
duct by him to at least eight. One woman said he 
forcibly tried to kiss her in 2006, an accusation he 
vehemently denied. Hours later, another woman 
said Franken inappropriately squeezed “a hand-
ful of flesh” on her waist while posing for a photo 
with her in 2009.

Franken noted that he was being forced out 
while President Donald Trump — who has 
been accused of worse offenses and bragged 
on a leaked “Access Hollywood” videotape of 
grabbing women by their genitalia — emerged 
unscathed. Trump has also endorsed Alabama 
GOP Senate candidate Roy Moore, who has 
been accused by multiple women of sexual mis-
conduct with them when they were teens and he 
was a deputy district attorney in his 30s.

“I, of all people, am aware that there is some 
irony in the fact that I am leaving while a man 
who has bragged on tape about his history of sex-
ual assault sits in the Oval Office and a man who 
has repeatedly preyed on young girls campaigns 
for the Senate with the full support of his party,” 
Franken said.

Franken had gained respect as a serious law-
maker in recent years and has even been men-
tioned in talk about the 2020 presidential 
campaign.

His resignation means Minnesota Gov. Mark 
Dayton, a fellow Democrat, will name a tempo-
rary replacement. The winner of a special elec-
tion in November would serve through the end 

of Franken’s term in January of 2021. Among the 
possibilities is Lt. Gov. Tina Smith, a trusted ally.

Ex-cop gets 
20 years in prison 
for fatal shooting

CHARLESTON, S.C. — A white former 
South Carolina officer was sentenced to 20 years 
in prison today for fatally shooting an unarmed 
black motorist in the back in 2015, wrapping up 
a case that became a rallying cry for the Black 
Lives Matter movement.

Attorneys for ex-North Charleston Officer 
Michael Slager said he shot 50-year-old Wal-
ter Scott in self-defense after the two fought and 
Scott reached for Slager’s stun gun. They said 
race didn’t play any role in the shooting and that 
Slager never had any “racial animus” toward 
minorities.

Still, Slager pleaded guilty in federal court to 
violating Scott’s civil rights. As part of the plea 
agreement reached in May, prosecutors dropped 
state murder charges. A year ago, a state judge 
declared a mistrial when jurors deadlocked.

A bystander recorded the shooting on a cell-
phone, and it was shared around the world, set-
ting off protests across the U.S. The video started 
after the struggle between Slager and Scott and 
showed Scott running away and the officer firing 
eight times. Scott was hit in the back five times. 
After the shooting, Slager picked up his stun gun 
and placed it next to Scott. Slager contends he 
was securing the weapon. Prosecutors think he 
put it there to bolster his self-defense story.

Palestinians protest 
Trump move on 
Jerusalem

JERUSALEM — Hundreds of Palestinian 
protesters clashed with Israeli troops across the 
West Bank today, while demonstrators in Gaza 
burned posters of President Donald Trump over 
his widely denounced decision to recognize Jeru-
salem as Israel’s capital.

The leader of the Hamas militant group, 
which runs Gaza, called for a new armed upris-
ing in a widespread show of anger, as the demon-
strators torched American and Israeli flags.

In the West Bank, crowds of protesters set 
tires on fire and hurled stones at Israeli troops. 
In Bethlehem, troops fired water cannons and 
tear gas to disperse a crowd, in clashes that could 
cloud the upcoming Christmas celebrations in the 
town of Jesus’ birth. In Ramallah, the seat of the 
Palestinian government, protesters set tires on 
fire, sending a thick plume of black smoke over 
the city.

Trump’s dramatic break on Wednesday with 
decades of U.S. policy on Jerusalem counters 
longstanding international assurances to the Pal-
estinians that the fate of the city will be deter-
mined in negotiations. The Palestinians seek 
Israeli-annexed east Jerusalem, captured by 
Israel in 1967, as a future capital.

Palestinians shuttered their schools and shops 
today to begin three “days of rage” over Trump’s 
decision. Rallies were underway in other West 
Bank cities, and a demonstration was being held 
outside the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem’s Old 
City.

Lawmaker says GOP 
has the votes to avert 
government shutdown

WASHINGTON — One of the House’s con-
servative leaders indicated today that Republi-
cans have the votes needed to approve legisla-
tion preventing a weekend partial government 
shutdown.

With Senate passage also considered likely, the 
remarks by Rep. Mark Meadows, R-N.C., seemed 
to erase any doubt that Congress would approve 
legislation keeping federal agencies afloat through 
Dec. 22. Their money runs out at midnight Friday 
without approval of fresh funding.

But hours before President Donald Trump 
was to bargain with congressional leaders at the 
White House over long-term budget decisions, 
Meadows, who heads the hard-right House Free-
dom Caucus, says the group would oppose any 
agreement they feel allows excessive federal 
spending.

Meadows said House Majority Whip Steve 
Scalise, R-La., told him Republicans have the 
votes they’ll need to approve the short-term 
spending measure today. Freedom Caucus mem-
bers will likely give leaders whatever votes they 
need to pass the legislation, Meadows said.

Many conservatives had been threatening to 
oppose the measure. Meadows says they’ll help 
it pass to avoid distractions from the GOP drive 
to push their $1.5 trillion tax bill through Con-
gress this month.

FBI director 
counters Trump’s 
attacks on his agency

WASHINGTON — FBI Director Christo-
pher Wray today countered strident attacks on 
his agency by President Donald Trump, saying, 
“There is no finer institution than the FBI.”

Wray testified before the House Judiciary 
Committee as Democrats and Republicans 
clashed over the significance of Trump’s attacks 

on the agency. In a storm of tweets last weekend, 
Trump called the nation’s top law enforcement 
agency a biased institution whose reputation is 
“in Tatters — worst in History!” and urged Wray 
to “clean house.”

Democrats pushed Wray to respond force-
fully, while Republicans echoed Trump in sug-
gesting they worry about political bias in spe-
cial counsel Robert Mueller’s probe of possible 
Trump campaign ties to Russia during the 2016 
presidential election. Like Trump, they seized on 
revelations that an FBI agent was removed from 
Mueller’s team because of anti-Trump texts.

“There is no shortage of opinions out there, 
but what I can tell you is that the FBI that I see 
is tens of thousands of agents and analysts and 
staff working their tails off to keep Americans 
safe,” Wray said of the agency he has led for just 
four months. “The FBI that I see is tens of thou-
sands of brave men and women working as hard 
as they can to keep people they will never know 
safe from harm.”

Wray conceded that agents do make mistakes 
and said there are processes in place to hold them 
accountable.

Tillerson: Ukraine 
is a sticking point 
in US-Russia ties

VIENNA — U.S. Secretary of State Rex Til-
lerson said today that Ukraine is the sole sticking 
point keeping the United States and Russia from 
forging a closer relationship, suggesting that all 
other disputes are secondary.

The assessment from America’s top diplomat 
notably played down other areas of dispute, par-
ticularly Russia’s meddling in the 2016 presiden-
tial election. U.S. intelligence agencies, including 
the CIA and FBI, have concluded the Krem-
lin interfered in the election in an effort to help 
now-President Donald Trump and hurt Democrat 
Hillary Clinton.

Trump has repeatedly cast doubt on that find-
ing, and a special counsel is investigating whether 
members of the Trump campaign colluded with 
the Russian effort. He has said he believes Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin’s personal denials 
that Moscow meddled.

But Tillerson hasn’t shied away from accus-
ing the Kremlin of election interference. One of 
the Trump team’s toughest voices on Russia, he 
said in a speech last week that there was “clear 
evidence of Russia meddling in democratic elec-
tions in the U.S. and Europe,” and he called it 
part of an “active threat of a recently resurgent 
Russia.”

North Korea says war 
is inevitable as allies 
continue war games

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea says a 
nuclear war on the Korean Peninsula has become 
a matter of when, not if, as it continued to lash out 
at a massive joint military exercise between the 
United States and South Korea involving hun-
dreds of advanced warplanes.

North Korea also claimed high-ranking U.S. 
officials, including CIA Director Mike Pompeo, 
have further confirmed American intent for war 
with a series of “bellicose remarks.”

Pompeo said Saturday that U.S. intelligence 
agencies believe North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un doesn’t have a good idea about how tenu-
ous his situation is domestically and internation-
ally. The North’s spokesman said Pompeo pro-
voked the country by “impudently criticizing 
our supreme leadership which is the heart of our 
people.”

“We do not wish for a war but shall not hide 
from it, and should the U.S. miscalculate our 
patience and light the fuse for a nuclear war, we 
will surely make the U.S. dearly pay the conse-
quences with our mighty nuclear force which we 
have consistently strengthened,” a spokesman 
said.
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Motorists on Highway 101 watch flames from the Thomas fire leap above the roadway 

Wednesday north of Ventura, Calif.
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(2) KATU (2) KATU News at 6 (N) Jeopardy! (N) Wheel Fortune (N) Shrek the Halls Toy Story Baking Show "Cake Week" (SP) (N) Baking "Morning Treats Week" (N) KATU News (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel
(-) KOMO (4) KOMO 4 News (N) Wheel Fortune (N) Jeopardy! (N) Shrek the Halls Toy Story Baking Show "Cake Week" (SP) (N) Baking "Morning Treats Week" (N) KOMO 4 News (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel
(-) KING (5) (5:20) NFL Football New Orleans Saints at Atlanta Falcons Site: Mercedes-Benz Stadium -- Atlanta, Ga. (L) (:35) 5th Quarter Evening Evening Dateline NBC KING 5 News (N) (:35) Tonight Show
(6) KOIN (-) KOIN Local 6 (N) Evening News (N) Extra Ent. Tonight The Big Bang (N) Young Sheldon Mom (N) Life in Pieces (N) S.W.A.T. "Octane" (N) KOIN 6 News (N) (:35) Colbert
(-) KIRO (7) KIRO 7 News (N) Evening News (N) KIRO 7 News (N) Ent. Tonight The Big Bang (N) Young Sheldon Mom (N) Life in Pieces (N) S.W.A.T. "Octane" (N) KIRO News (N) (:35) Colbert
(8) KGW (-) (5:20) NFL Football New Orleans Saints at Atlanta Falcons Site: Mercedes-Benz Stadium -- Atlanta, Ga. (L) (:35) Paid Program Paid Program Inside Edition Dateline NBC KGW News (N) (:35) Tonight Show
(9) KRCW (3) Modern Family Modern Family The Goldbergs The Goldbergs Supernatural "The Bad Place" (N) Arrow "Irreconcilable Differences" (N) News at 10 (N) Mom Two and a Half Two and a Half
(10) KOPB (10) Mickela Mallozi Business (N) PBS NewsHour (N) Viewer's Choice Viewer's Choice
(12) KPTV (12) 6 O'Clock News (N) Family Feud Family Feud Gotham "Queen Takes Knight" (N) The Orville "Mad Idolatry" (SF) (N) 10 O'Clock News (N) News (N) Page Six TV
(13) KPDX (-) Mike & Molly Mike & Molly Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory FOX 12's News (N) 9 O'Clock News (N) Family Guy American Dad! The Game The Game
(-) KCPQ (13) Modern Family Modern Family Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Gotham "Queen Takes Knight" (N) The Orville "Mad Idolatry" (SF) (N) Q13 News at 10 (N) Q13 News (N) The Simpsons
(20) TBS (20) Family Guy Family Guy Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Conan (N)
(-) KZJO (22) Friends Friends The Goldbergs The Goldbergs Modern Family Modern Family Q13 News at 9 (N) Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Two and a Half Two and a Half
(29) ESPN (29) Champ.Drive "Playoff Preview" (L) The Herbies (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N)
(30) ESPN2 (30) (5:00) NCAA Basketball Ia./Iowa (L) 30 for 30 "The Price of Gold" ESPN Films Nación ESPN (N) SportsC Featured The Fantasy Show SportsC Featured The Fantasy Show
(31) NICK (31) Henry Danger Henry Danger The Thundermans Game Shakers  Megamind (2010, Animated) Jonah Hill, Brad Pitt, Will Ferrell. Fresh Prince Fresh Prince Friends Friends
(32) DISN (32) Jessie Bunk'd Bunk'd Raven's Home Andi Mack Stuck in Middle Bizaardvark Raven's Home K.C. Undercover Liv and Maddie Bizaardvark Raven's Home
(34) FAM (34) Movie (:50)  Elf (2003, Comedy) James Caan, Bob Newhart, Will Ferrell. Toy Story (1995, Animated) Voices of Tim Allen, Don Rickles, Tom Hanks. The 700 Club
(35) FMC (35) (5:00) 47 Ronin (‘13, Act) Keanu Reeves. (:20)  47 Ronin (2013, Action) Hiroyuki Sanada, Tadanobu Asano, Keanu Reeves. (:40) FXM Presents The Gambler (2014, Drama) Jessica Lange, Brie Larson, Mark Wahlberg.
(36) LIFE (36) (5:00)  Stepmom (1998, Drama) Susan Sarandon, Ed Harris, Julia Roberts.  First Daughter (2004, Comedy) Marc Blucas, Michael Keaton, Katie Holmes. Christmas With the Kranks (‘04) Jamie Lee Curtis, Dan Aykroyd, Tim Allen.
(38) ROOT (38) Wild Places UEFA Soccer Europa League In Depth Press Pass (N) Press Pass Champions Tennis Helpful Cup PowerShares Series
(39) FS1 (39) (5:30) NCAA Basketball Howard University at Georgetown (L) 89 Blocks Troubled high schoolers seek comfort in football. TMZ Sports (N) Skip and Shannon: Undisputed Opinions on the biggest sports topics of the day. Speak for Yourself
(43) SPIKE (43) Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends  Green Lantern (2011, Action) Blake Lively, Peter Sarsgaard, Ryan Reynolds. Limitless (‘11)
(44) COM (44) (:15) Futurama (:50) Futurama "Overclockwise" (:25) Futurama Drunk History Drunk History Drunk History Drunk History Drunk History Drunk History The Daily Show (N) The Opposition (N)
(45) HIST (45) The Curse of Oak Island "Obstruction" The Curse of Oak Island "Close Call" The Curse of Oak Island "Bone Dry" Pearl Survivors The attack on Pearl Harbor blindsided the Americans. (N) (:05) Curse of Oak Island "Close Call"
(46) A&E (46) The First 48 "The Rookie/ Cornered" The First 48 "Knock Knock" The First 48: Killer "Winter Games" (N) The First 48 "Dangerous Company" (N) The Menendez Murders (N) (:05) The Menendez Murders
(47) TLC (47) Say Yes-Dress Say Yes-Dress Say Yes-Dress Say Yes-Dress 90 Day Fiancé "Wake Up Call" Molly asks Luis to step up as a parent. (N) Unexpected "Home Alone" (N) 90 Day Fiancé "Wake Up Call"
(48) DISC (48) Alaskan Bush People "Judgement Day" Bush People "Released to the Wild" Bush People "Back in Browntown" A Very Discovery Christmas (N) Alaskan Bush People "All That Matters" Alaskan Bush People "Bear With Us"
(49) NGEO (49) Hotels "Fogo Island Inn, Canada" (N) KingdomNorth "Land of Legends" (N) Running Wild "Tom Arnold" Running Wild "Michael B. Jordan" Running Wild "James Marsden" Running Wild "Michael B. Jordan"
(50) TNT (50) (5:00) NBA Basketball L.A. Lakers vs Philadelphia (L) NBA Basketball Houston Rockets at Utah Jazz Site: Vivint Smart Home Arena -- Salt Lake City, Utah (L) Inside the NBA NBA Basketball L.A. C./Phi.
(51) AMC (51) (3:30)  The Godfather II (‘74, Drama) Robert De Niro, Robert Duvall, Al Pacino.  No Country for Old Men (2007, Crime Story) Javier Bardem, Josh Brolin, Tommy Lee Jones. Rambo: First Blood (‘82) Sylvester Stallone.
(52) USA (52) Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley "A Very Mery Chrisley" (N) Psych: The Movie (2017, Drama) Maggie Lawson, Zachary Levi, Dulé Hill. Chrisley Knows (N) The Cromarties (N) Psych: The Movie (‘17, Drama) Dulé Hill.
(53) FOOD (53) Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Chopped Chopped "The Holiday Kitchen" Chopped "True Grits" (N) Beat Flay (N) Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay
(54) HGTV (54) Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Flip-Ft. Worth (N) Flip or Flop Vegas House Hunters (N) House Hunters (N) Vintage Flip (N) Vintage Flip
(56) FX (56) (5:30)  The Heat (‘13) Melissa McCarthy, Michael McDonald, Sandra Bullock.  The Proposal (2009, Comedy) Ryan Reynolds, Betty White, Sandra Bullock. The Proposal (‘09) Ryan Reynolds, Sandra Bullock.
(57) CNN (57) Anderson Cooper 360 CNN Tonight With Don Lemon CNN Tonight With Don Lemon Anderson Cooper 360 Anderson Cooper 360 CNN Tonight With Don Lemon
(58) FNC (58) Hannity The Ingraham Angle Fox News @ Night Tucker Carlson Tonight Hannity The Ingraham Angle
(61) CNBC (61) Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Paid Program
(63) BRAV (63) Top Chef "Comida Final" Top Chef Jr. "Glow Big or Go Home" (N) Mill.Listing "Hashtag Sell This B*tch!" Mill.Listing "Two Tops Never Work" (N) Chef "It'll Take More Than Pot Luck" (N) (:15) Watch (N) (:45) Million Listing
(64) TCM (64) (5:00) Words and Music Mickey Rooney. (:15)  I'll See You in My Dreams (‘51) Doris Day, Danny Thomas, Jim Backus. (:15) For Me and My Gal (‘42) Gene Kelly, George Murphy, Judy Garland. (:15) Hollywood Hotel (‘37) Dick Powell.
(65) SYFY (65) (5:00) The Last Airbender Noah Ringer.  Journey 2: The Mysterious Island (‘12) Vanessa Hudgens, Josh Hutcherson. Van Helsing "Wakey, Wakey" (N) Ghost Wars "Post-Apocalypse Now" (N) Happy! "Saint Nick"
(162) RFD (162) SF Machinery Small Town Rural "Tarter Farm & Ranch Equipment" Steve Lantvit Rural Eve. News Market Journal GA Farm Monitor SF Machinery Small Town Time Life Library

A - Charter Astoria/ Seaside    -  L - Charter Long Beach DECEMBER 7THURSDAY EVENING

THE DAILY 

ASTORIAN SCHEDULE
6:30 7 PM 7:30

Jeopardy! (N) Wheel Fortune

Evening listings
THURSDAY


