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Christmas tree prlees expected

Farmers can’t
keep pace with
market demand

By JONATHAN BACH
Statesman Journal

SALEM — Americans will
pay more for pre-cut Christ-
mas trees this year as short-
ages deepen from the country’s
top two producers, Oregon and
North Carolina.

Joe Territo sells Oregon
trees in San Jose, California.
But he’s becoming increas-
ingly frustrated with rising
costs, from the trees to labor.
Territo says the only figure
going down is profit.

“It seems like every year,
it’s harder and harder,” Territo
said. He expects to sell 6-foot
Noble firs for about $75 a piece
this season, up from about $69
last year.

The problem is one of sup-
ply. Christmas tree growers are
coming up short as their 2017
harvest enters its critical period,
with trees being shipped coast-
to-coast and abroad.

Around the time of the
Great Recession, growers had
an oversupply of trees after
planting too many in the early
2000s. Subsequent low prices
forced many farmers out of the
Christmas tree business, leav-
ing other growers to tend to the
market.

But now, with only so many
trees to go around, remain-

Mateusz Perkowski/EO Media Group
Jason Hupp, whose family owns Hupp Farms near Silverton, examines a Noble fir grown
for boughs in 2016. The Hupp family grows nursery conifer seedlings, Christmas trees,

boughs and timber.

ing farmers can’t keep up with
demand — and they might not
catch up for years. It can take
nine years before some trees
are ready to be cut and sold.

Oregon top harvester

Oregon farms harvest the
most trees in the United States,
exporting them to places like
Asia and California. Trees
from North Carolina are gen-
erally shipped to states east of
the Mississippi River, such as
Florida.
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Casey Grogan is a man-
ager at Silver Bells Tree
Farm, a few hundred acres
outside of Salem. He reck-
ons the farm has received 20
times its normal number of
customer inquiries.

“We just have enough to
supply the customers we’ve
been supplying, so we’re not
able to help them,” Grogan
said.

But Grogan is optimistic
for fellow Oregonians who
should be able to find fresh
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fir trees. And there are many
u-cut tree farms.

“The people that are really
gonna suffer from this, I
think, are going to be people
in Southern California, Ari-
zona, Texas, places like that,”
he said.

Tim O’Connor, execu-
tive director of the National
Christmas Tree  Associa-
tion, denies a shortage, but
acknowledges, “Supply is
tight.”

“Everyone who wants a
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tree will be able to get one,”
O’Connor said.

Christmas  tree
aren’t so confident.

“Right now, there’s a tree
shortage. It’s been coming
down the line for the last eight
or 10 years, or so,” said Jason
Hupp, who helps manage
Hupp Farms near Silver Falls
State Park in Oregon.

“So our biggest challenges
are having enough trees to sup-
ply customers and just getting
phone calls after phone calls
after phone calls of people
desperate for trees that don’t
exist,” he said.

One recent morning, a heli-
copter piloted by Terry Harch-
enko swooped over Hupp
Farms, snatching up bundles
of trees after Raul Sosa, a lone
worker clad in high-visibil-
ity orange, connected them to
a hook on the chopper’s dan-
gling line.

It’s dangerous work — the
hook could swing and strike
Sosa — but worker and pilot
worked gracefully in concert.

“It’s like air ballet. It’s
crazy,” Hupp said beforehand.

The helicopter dropped the
heavy trees in a nearby lot,
where other workers pulled
away ropes holding them
together. Many Hupp Farms
trees will head down south to
California.

Wholesale growers esti-
mate they’re raising prices at
least 10 percent year-over-
year. Growers don’t expect
normal harvest levels for

farmers

rise amid shortages

Christmas trees to return until
at least 2021 or 2025.

Turning away orders

Like Hupp Farms in Ore-
gon, Barr Evergreens in North
Carolina can fulfill wholesale
orders for its existing custom-
ers but has to turn away new
ones, said owner Rusty Barr.

Barr expects to raise prices
$2 to $3 for pre-cut Fra-
ser fir trees at his retail outfit.
That’s on top of the $60 to $80
they’ve sold for in the past,
depending on size.

North Carolina harvested
an estimated 3.5 million trees
in 2016, according to the
Pacific Northwest Christmas
Tree Association. The state
was followed by Michigan (3
million), Pennsylvania (2.3
million) and Washington (1.5
million).

By contrast, Oregon cut
down approximately 5.2 mil-
lion trees.

For Oregon growers, pop-
ular Noble firs are especially
lucrative — but they only
grow so fast, often spending
nine years in the ground to
grow to 6 feet in the Pacific
Northwest.

“That’s the Cadillac of the
industry,” said Bob Schae-
fer, general manager of Noble
Mountain Tree Farm. The
Salem area wholesaler is mas-
sive, usually harvesting about
half a million trees a year from
the more than 4,000 acres the
company grows on in the Wil-
lamette Valley.

Convicted sex abuser dies in prison

The Daily Astorian

A man convicted of doz-
ens of sex crimes in Clatsop
County died Monday in a state
prison.

Mark Buckner, 56, was
pronounced dead at 2:30 p.m.
after complaining minutes
earlier to a cellmate at Snake
River Correctional Institution

ner apparently died of natural
causes, according to a release
from the state Department of
Corrections.

Following a 2011 trial,
Buckner, of Westport, was
sentenced to 47 years in prison
on 51 counts — including five
counts of first-degree sodomy,
20 counts of first-degree sex-
ual penetration and one count
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Jamey Shane Wilson, 45, of
Astoria, was arrested by the

Seaside, was arrested by the
Astoria Police Department on

Astoria, was arrested by the
Seaside Police Department on
the 1000 block of Avenue I and
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Warrenton-Hammond School District Finan-
cial Committee, noon, district offices, 820 S.W.

Cedar Ave.

Seaside Improvement Commission, 6 p.m., City

LOTTERIES

OREGON

Monday’s Pick 4:

1p.m.: 5-2-7-9

4 p.m.: 4-9-8-5

7 p.m.: 0-6-8-3

10 p.m.: 6-8-6-5
Monday’s Lucky Lines: 02-08-
12-15-19-22-27-29
Estimated jackpot: $29,000

Warrenton Town Hall, 7 p.m., on the library levy
and city parks, City Hall, 225 S. Main Ave.

Gearhart City Council, 7 p.m,, City Hall, 698

Pacific Way.

Monday’s Megabucks: 12-26-
27-29-31-46
Estimated jackpot: $1.4 million

WASHINGTON
Monday’s Daily Game: 8-8-6
Monday’s Hit 5: 03-04-19-
22-23
Estimated jackpot: $120,000

Monday’s Keno: 09-13-14-15-
21-22-24-28-29-31-37-41-47-
50-53-58-63-69-77-80
Monday'’s Lotto: 03-05-14-
16-18-26

Estimated jackpot: $2.2
million

Monday’s Match 4: 03-09-
14-22
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