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Thompson: Nearly $20,000 claimed in expenses

Continued from Page 1A

since July 1. The five commis-
sioners combined are allocated
$17,500 total for the year.

“No other commissioner
has ever come near to spending
their full allotment,” Lee said.

Lee wrote a letter to
Thompson in March asking her
to watch her spending. She had
claimed $7,328 in expenses
during the first nine months of
the fiscal year.

Thompson pushed back at
a meeting in April, pointing to
what she viewed as a lack of a
concrete vision or goals from
other commissioners.

During the last fiscal year,
commissioners were granted
only $13,500 for expenses. At
the April meeting, the board
voted to direct an additional
$2,000 to cover expenses,
and the allocation was raised
by $4,000 this year when the
county budget was adopted.

Thompson has claimed
nearly $20,000 in her two years
and nine months since being
elected as a commissioner.
Lee said the money should be
spent on liaison and committee
assignments, rather than the
trainings and conferences that
Thompson has often attended.
He referred to the conferences
and trainings as “mutual admi-
ration societies” that are not
relevant to county business.

Lee directed staff Wednes-
day to schedule an agenda item
at the board’s Nov. 8 meet-
ing regarding the expenses. As

chairman, he has the power to
approve or not approve com-
missioner expense  claims.
Commissioners will hold a dis-
cussion at that meeting before
Lee approves Thompson’s
expenses. They also may set
more specific policies.

“It’s something that I feel
rises to the level where the
board needs to have a discus-
sion,” Lee said.

‘Unacceptable’
Commissioners also com-
mented on an incident in June
in which Thompson allegedly
placed her hands on a county
employee and spoke in a loud
and frustrated tone about

Moore after a Red Cross meet-
ing at Fort Clatsop.

At the meeting, Thomp-
son allegedly placed her hands
on either the hands or, accord-
ing to a witness, upper arms
near the shoulders of a county
employee, who has not been
named.

Prior to the contact, she
said she “was the only com-
missioner on the board who
worked.” During the contact,
she allegedly asked in a vocif-
erous tone, “Do you know
what he did?” in reference to
Moore. She then claimed the
county manager had inten-
tionally scheduled a meet-
ing in May so she would not
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Hear what loyal and new patients alike are saying...

Itried your dental practice for the first time this week, WOW!
You guys are great ! Starting with the ease of making my
appointment, to the cleaning and charming office environment
(not to mention the amazing view from the chair), to the
efficient and professional experience with my bygienist, and
ending with the very friendly and welcoming staff, I can’t say
enough about the overall experience. Having been a regular
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to have affordable dental care in such a great
environment. I have told family, friends and co-
workers about my experience, and just wanted to
thank you for a pleasant dental experience. I look
Jorward to a long-term dental relationship with
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Clatsop County Commissioner Kathleen Sullivan, left,and Commissioner Lianne Thomp-
son, right, listen to a presentation at a board of commissioners meeting held in May.

be able to attend.

The investigation con-
cluded that she was acting in
her role as commissioner at the
time and that the incident vio-
lated board behavior policy.

“Putting her hands on staff
and insisting that they do what
she wants them to do, putting
them in those difficult positions
is unacceptable to me,” Com-
missioner Sarah Nebeker said
Wednesday. “It is a distraction
for staff when they are striving
to get their work accomplished
in a timely manner. I do not
support this behavior that con-
tinues to be extremely diffi-
cult. It wastes their time, our
time and, therefore, county tax

dollars.”

In lieu of discipline, Port-
land-based labor attorney
Heather Martin sent a letter to
Thompson through her attor-
ney earlier this month in what
Lee said would be the final cor-
respondence about the matter.
In the letter, Martin explains
that Thompson may “be held
personally liable” for similar
behavior in the future if it leads
to a lawsuit against the county.

“Even if there were no
applicable board policies,
which there are, your actions
directed toward the employee
in question fell below the
level of decorum expected
by a county leader toward an
employee, and any continued
actions of a similar manner
have the possibility of creat-
ing a hostile work environment
or other legal liabilities, which
the county cannot tolerate.”

The letter also claims that
Thompson’s Salem-based
attorney, David Kramer, threat-
ened to pursue legal action
against the county if the board
attempted to meet about the
subject again. Martin writes
that there would be “no legal
basis for a declaratory judg-
ment or temporary restraining
order in this situation.”

Fear of retaliation

In a July email with The
Daily Astorian about the inves-
tigation, Thompson claimed
that both she and county staff
have a fear of retaliation if they
publicly express their concerns

TA

about county government.
Moore has since called for an
investigation into the claim.

“We follow up on all
employee concerns. This one
sort of came to us in a little bit
different way than we might
typically hear about it,” Moore
said at a September meeting.
“It’s a little bit vague to me
about what the concerns are,
and I was particularly con-
cerned about anybody having
any fears of retaliation. I don’t
think anybody should ever
have to worry about that.”

It was not the first time
Thompson had criticized
Moore, who was hired by
commissioners last year in
hopes that he would create
more executive stability. She
and Commissioner Kathleen
Sullivan questioned in May
whether or not commission-
ers were sufficiently active in
county decision-making.

Commissioner Lisa Clem-
ent, as well as Nebeker,
defended Moore on Wednes-
day. She also suggested
that clearer policies regard-
ing commissioners’ behavior
with staff be adopted in the
future.

“It concerns me when the
line between commissioners’
roles and county employees
is crossed,” Clement said. “It
concerns me that things have
become so awry that our man-
ager is placed in a position to
inform us that he needs to pro-
tect his staff from contact with
the board.”

PUBLIC NOTIGE

The CMH General Surgery Clinic Has Moved

The CMH General Surgery Clinic and wound care services has
moved to a new location. The new location will give us more
space and allow us to serve you better:

Professional Office Bldg #1
2055 Exchange Street, Ste 270

Astoria, OR 97103

Phone: 503-338-4670

Fax: 503-338-4671

To reach the new location, park on the west
side of Columbia Memorial Hospital and

enter through the main doors. Make a quick  COLUMBIA
right and follow the hallway to Professional MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL

Office Building #1. Use the stairs or elevator

503.325.0310 1414 Marine Drive, Astoria .~ 00 cc 0 Suite 270.
www.smileastoria.com DMD, FAGD) \

on your left to reach the second floor and
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Follow us on
Facebook!

See all of our “New Today!”
listings posted daily on
Facebook. Follow us at:

facebook.com/CoastMarketplace

107 Public Notices

Occasionally other
companies make
telemarketing calls off
classified ads. These
companies are not affiliated
with The Daily Astorian and
customers are under no
obligation to participate.

If you would like to contact
the attorney general or be put
on the do not call list, here
are the links to both of them
Complaint form link:
http://www.doj.state.or.us/
finfraud/

SHOP LOCAL!

Check the Business Directory
daily to utilize the local
professionals advertising
in The Daily Astorian.

To place an ad in our Business
Directory, call 503-325-3211.

Have an extra room to rent?
A classified ad will find a tenant fast!

Call 503-325-3211 today!

GEARHART
DENTISTRY

New Patient Special

Dr. Stephanie White is inviting
you to her practice to receive
the highest quality care for
your dental needs.

Mention this Ad and receive a
Free Electric Toothbrush!

Schedule Today!!
503-738-9273
3965 HWY 101 N.
Gearhart, OR 97138
www.gearhartdentistry.com
Email:

frontdesk@gearhartdentistry.com

Special applies to new

patients that receive a

comprehensive exam.
Special expires 12/31/17
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WE GETRESULTS

cact DANIELLE

TODAY TO PLACE YOUR AD

503-325-3211

or 800-781-3211 x231
Email: classifieds@dailyastorian.com
Web: www.dailyastorian.com

THE DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED ADS

SERVICES Appli 860

522 PPlIANCES oo . .

295 | Childcare/Adult Care. Medical Equip. & Supply .......866 is 1 p.m. the day before your ad is scheduled to run
Services Farm EQUIPMENt s 923 All classifieds require pre-payment

154 Holiday
Happenings

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Friday, Oct.27
Saturday, Oct.28
10am-4pm
PENINSULA SENIOR
ACTIVITY CENTER,
KLIPSAN

Lunch served both days!
Yummy Bake Sale!
More than 30 tables.
Raffle tickets
$1 each/6 for $5.
(360)665-3999

WE DELIVER!

Please leave a light on or install
motion detector lights to make
your carrier’s job easier. Thanks!

THE DAILY ASTORIAN

ADVERTISERS who want quick
results use classified ads regularly.

204 Automobiles

2003 Ford Explorer XLT
Excellent condition
165,000 miles
$4000/0bo
360-665-2336 or
360-244-1397

2011 Subaru Forrester
109,000 miles
Roof rack, cruise
control, a/c.

Very good condition
$9200/0bo
503-325-1636

ERROR AND CANCELLATIONS
Please read your ad on the first day.

If you see an error, The Daily
Astorian will gladly re-run your ad
correctly. We accept responsibility

for the first incorrect insertion,
and then only to the extent of a
corrected insertion or
refund of the price paid.

To cancel or correct an ad,
call 503-325-3211 or
1-800-781-3211

[ Classified Ads work hard for you! |




