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City Commission 
will discuss issue

By KATIE 
FRANKOWICZ

The Daily Astorian

WARRENTON — A pro-
posed change to city code that 
would have allowed ministor-
age facilities only on the east 
side of U.S. Highway 101 has 
been kicked back to the War-
renton City Commission.

The Planning Commis-
sion on Thursday unanimously 
denied an amendment to city 
ordinances that outline what 
businesses are permitted along 
Highway 101 and in the city’s 
general commercial zoning 
district. The commissioners 
agreed with residents who said 
the amendment, targeted only 
at ministorage businesses, was 

too broad and could hurt exist-
ing businesses or even limit 
future development in 
and around downtown.

Earlier this year, 
Mayor Henry Balen-
sifer suggested a policy 
that would restrict the 
further development of 
ministorage units in the 
downtown area only, 
arguing that allowing 
these facilities at main 
thoroughfares and gateways 
was contrary to the city’s com-
munity vision plan. He pointed 
to an example of a storage 
facility that ended up where, 
originally, the city had envi-
sioned a fish market, a pub-
lic square and other amenities 
intended to enhance livability.

“I’m not against ministor-
ages in general,” the mayor 
said when told about the dis-
cussion Thursday night, “nor 

did I propose the more expan-
sive policy being considered 

now. I just wanted to 
ensure that we preserve 
at least a few options 
for reviving the down-
town and entryways.”

Balensifer didn’t 
intend any new pol-
icy to impact existing 
storage facilities — as 
some people who testi-
fied Thursday feared it 

could. Skip Urling, community 
development director, drafted 
the amendment at the city com-
missioners’ request. Since the 
Planning Commission denied 
the amendment, Balensifer 
says the City Commission may 
discuss a different approach at 
a future meeting.

Since the amendment 
applied to city code, the Plan-
ning Commission had to 
review it first before passing it 

on to the City Commission for 
final approval.

People who objected to 
the amendment pointed out 
on that city code would still 
allow a variety of businesses 
along Highway 101 such as 
woodworking and sheet metal 
shops, wholesale storage and 
distribution facilities and RV 
parks. Elsewhere in the city 
limits, businesses such as fuel 
oil distribution, research and 
development, tool and equip-
ment rental and churches are 
allowed on properties in the 
general commercial zoning 
district.

Sunil Raju, a lawyer with 
Campbell & Popkin in Sea-
side, argued on behalf of Paul 
Leitch, who owns a ministor-
age business and the sporting 
goods store Sturgeon Paul’s in 
Hammond. He said he under-
stood the city was concerned 

about livability but the ordi-
nance was poorly drafted and 
would not solve the issues it 
attempted to address. He said 
it arbitrarily singled out minis-
torage units.

“This ordinance is way too 
broad,” Leitch said, adding, “It 
is not fair to simply prohibit 
all miniwarehouse businesses 
west of Highway 101 … my 
small business in no way inter-
feres with the downtown mas-
ter plan and yet the ordinance 
treats my small business as if 
(it) were a troublemaker and a 
blight on the city.”

Others said storage is badly 
needed in the community. 
Jason Palmberg, a developer, 
added that the ordinance did 
not define ministorage facil-
ities or miniwarehouses. He 
worried that the lack of clar-
ity could restrict future devel-
opment on some parcels along 

the highway that might include 
storage as a component.

During the commission-
ers’ deliberations, Planning 
Commissioner Christine Brid-
gens commented, “I think the 
thought behind (the ordinance) 
was a good one, but it just got 
out of hand.”

In other business Thurs-
day, the Planning Commission 
approved, with conditions, the 
construction of a two-build-
ing, 68-unit apartment devel-
opment by developer Richard 
Krueger. The 8.8-acre prop-
erty is set between S.E. Ensign 
Lane and Alternate Highway 
101 and Willow Drive, backed 
by wetlands. The commission-
ers commented that the devel-
opment will “certainly fill a 
need in the county” for work-
force housing. The buildings 
will contain a mix of one- and 
two-bedroom units. 

Warrenton balks at new restrictions on ministorage
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Some Astoria communities 
off Highway 202 are under a boil 
water notice after a water line 
broke near the Clatsop County 
Fairgrounds Thursday night.

Customers in the Willow-
dale and Riverpoint areas, the 
fairgrounds, the adjacent Ore-

gon Department of Forestry 
office and Cavalier Court must 
boil water for at least a minute 
to disinfect it, city staff said. 

The line break caused a loss 
of water pressure, which can 
allow contaminants and pollut-
ants to enter the water system. 
City staff are taking samples 
to ensure the water is safe but 

will not have final results until 
Saturday.

Customers should not drink 
any disinfected tap water or 
ice or drinks made from disin-
fected tap water or any raw food 
rinsed in this water. Dishes can 
be sanitized by washing them 
in dishwashing machines that 
have a dry cycle.

Water line break leads to boil water notice in Astoria

1 BLOCK OFF BROADWAY  •  1 BLOCK FROM BEACH

20 N. COLUMBIA, SEASIDE  •  503-738-4331
NormasSeaside.com

APPRECIATION DAYCustomer

Tue, Oct 24th

� e Taha Family 
and Staff  at 

Norma’s wish to 
� ank YOU our 

loyal patrons!

All Food, All Day

HALF PRICE!

WE’LL SAVE YOU A BUNDLE  

AND QUITE A FEW LAYERS.

WITH THE PURCHASE OF A QUALIFYING LENNOX® HOME COMFORT SYSTEM.

Another way we make 
you feel better.

— RECEIVE UP TO —

$1,600 IN REBATES*

Offer expires 11/17/2017.
*On a qualifying system purchase. Lennox system rebate offers range from $200 to $1,600. Some restrictions apply. 
One offer available per qualifying purchase. See your local Lennox Dealer or www.lennox.com for details. 
©2017 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

Diamond Heating, Inc.
1425 N. Roosevelt Dr., Seaside, OR 97138

503-717-1667

www.DiamondHeating.net

“Professional Performance with Lasting Value”

Providence is calling.

OCTOBER 25
CAREER FAIR
at Providence Seaside Hospital

We are seeking compassionate individuals for on-call, part-time and full-time 

openings in a variety of clinical and non-clinical positions, including:

• Nursing and Nursing Support

• Food and Nutritional Services

• Environmental Services/Housekeeping

 

Whether you are trying to advance your career or get started in health care, 

come see what Providence has to offer.

 

Providence Seaside Hospital
Wednesday, October 25
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 

We look forward to meeting you!

 

Get a jump start on applying for positions at

http://bit.ly/ProvidenceSeasideOpenings
 

Providence Health & Services is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Come for an hour or stay for the day!

Macular 

Degeneration  
and Vision Expo
Saturday, October 28, 2017

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

With guest speaker Becky Andrews, 

author of “Look up, move forward:  

My journey of losing vision and 

finding resilience”   9:30–10:10 a.m.

Free — Get more information and register at 
www.caseyamd.com or call 503-494-8511

Doubletree by Hilton Hotel 
1000 NE Multnomah St., Portland, Oregon
Free onsite parking

Presented by the:

Macular Degeneration 
Center and the Vision 

Rehabilitation Center

In partnership with the

Oregon Commission 
for the Blind

• Morning talks 

by Casey faculty 
on research, 
treatment and 

improving vision 

performance

• Afternoon 

sessions on 

managing vision 

loss

• Exhibits of 

vision aids and 

community 
services

Oregon Coast 503-738-5242
Lincoln City 541-994-9954

SW Washington 503-738-5242 
www.budgetblinds.com

Style and Service for every budget.™

In-Home Consultation • Expert Measuring • Professional Installation • The Strongest Warranty

F A L L  I N T O  G R E A T  S A V I N G S

*Applies to selected Signature Series window treatments. Restrictions may apply, ask for details. Valid for a limited time, not valid with any other offers, 
discounts, or coupons. Offer good at initial time of estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2017 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 
Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated.

PLUS

FREE
CORDLESS

25 % OffSelect
Signature Series


