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A bill sponsored by sev-
eral U.S. House lawmak-
ers  from the Northwest aims 
to overturn two recent court 
decisions on Columbia and 
Snake river dams.

Last year, U.S. District 
Court Judge Michael Simon 
rejected the federal plan 
for managing dams to pro-
tect salmon in the Columbia 
River Basin.

He then ordered federal 
agencies to spill more water 
through the dams to help fi sh 
and to consider removing 
Snake River dams.

A new bill in the U.S. 
House  would allow Congress 
to overrule those decisions. 
House Bill 3144 reinstates 

the rejected plan and cancels 
court orders for spilling water 
and analyzing dam removal.

At a hearing before the 
House Committee on Nat-
ural Resources Thursday, 
Washington state Republi-
can Cathy McMorris Rodg-
ers, one of the bill’s sponsors, 
said the goal is to reassert 
congressional authority over 
the dams and keep hydro-
power affordable.

With Bonneville Power 
Administration already hik-
ing electricity rates, she said, 
utilities are shopping for 
other options.

“Unnecessary litiga-
tion and unnecessary spill 
requirements by this Oregon 
judge only add onto the cost,” 
she said. “Dams and fi sh can 
co exist, but we must get out 
of the courtroom and allow 
fi sh recovery to continue.”

Columbia, Snake 
dam rulings could be 
overturned by Congress

By R.J. MARX
The Daily Astorian

SEASIDE — Five mem-
bers of the Seaside Fire 
Department and three mem-
bers of the Gearhart Fire 
Department have joined the 
Clatsop County Task Force 
and crews from throughout 
the West to battle wildfi res in 
N orthern California.

On Thursday, the fi re-
fi ghters headed to Santa 
Rosa,  according to Gearhart 
fi refi ghter Chad Sweet. 

This summer, Califor-
nia sent resources to Oregon 
to fi ght blazes. Oregon fi re-
fi ghters want to “return the 
favor,” Sweet said.

Gearhart Fire Chief Bill 
Eddy is among Gearhart 
fi refi ghters in California. 
The Gearhart Fire Depart-
ment has had the role of 
looking for and extinguish-
ing spot fi res that can easily 
fl are back up after the initial 
fi re was dissolved, his sister, 
Melissa Eddy said. 

All  strike teams the Ore-
gon State Fire Marshal has 
sent south to assist with 
the wildfi res in Califor-
nia are actively engaged on 
a 24-hour work cycle pro-
tecting homes and other 
structures. 

 On Saturday, California 
fi re offi cials sent an addi-
tional request for  strike 
teams from Oregon to assist 
with fi res burning near Chino 
in S outhern California.  

In addition to Oregon, 
resources have come from 
Washington state, Nevada, 
Idaho, Utah, and Arizona.

“Take the time to thank 
any of your volunteers,” 
Seaside City Manager Mark 
Winstanley said . “It’s a very, 
very serious fi re and very dif-
fi cult to handle. Keep them 
in your prayers.”

Seaside, Gearhart fi refi ghters help combat California wildfi res

Submitted P hoto

Gearhart firefighters join the Clatsop County Task Force 

in fighting California wildfires. 

Local crews battle blazes

The Daily Astorian

The New Youngs Bay 
Bridge was closed to south-
bound traffi c Saturday after-
noon after thousands of nails 
fell out of a vehicle.

Authorities said the nails 
were spilled in front of the Pre-
marq Center off U.S. Highway 
101 in Warrenton.

Drivers were directed to a 
detour via the U.S. Highway 
101 Business Loop.

Nail spill disrupted traffi c 
on New Youngs Bay Bridge

Submitted P hoto

Seaside firefighters join crews fighting California blazes. 
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STIHL OFFERS A FULL RANGE OF FUEL AND BATTERY-POWERED SOLUTIONS

$27995
NOW JUST WAS 

$299.95 

SNW-SRP 

Offer valid  
through 11/26/17 at  
participating dealers 
while supplies last.

SH 86 C-E  

SHREDDER VAC/

HANDHELD BLOWER

“The SH 86 C-E has so much 
power.” – user Blueashlawncare

$19995
NOW JUST WAS 

$219.95 

SNW-SRP 

Offer valid  
through 11/26/17 at  
participating dealers 
while supplies last.

SH 56 C-E  

SHREDDER VAC/

HANDHELD BLOWER

“Surprisingly quiet, light, and engine starts  
on the first pull.”– user HighPlainsDrifter

“I was looking for something with 
better quality and performance. I 
found it in this blower.”– user jimmys

BR 350  

BACKPACK BLOWER

$29995
NOW JUST WAS 

$349.95 

SNW-SRP 

Offer valid  
through 11/26/17 at  
participating dealers 
while supplies last.

“Excellent product - I can take care of  
the leaves in 1/4 to 1/3 the time as  
in previous years.”– user woodz 

BR 430  

BACKPACK BLOWER

$39995
NOW JUST WAS 

$429.95 

SNW-SRP 

Offer valid  
through 11/26/17 at  
participating dealers 
while supplies last.

STIHL THE OFFICIAL  
HANDHELD OUTDOOR  
POWER TOOLS OF THE

BGA 56 BATTERY BLOWER -  $199.95$139.95  - BG 50 GAS BLOWER INCLUDES AK 20 BATTERY 
AND AL 101 CHARGER.

Clatsop Power Equip. Inc
34912 Hwy 101 Bus. | Astoria | 503-325-0792

(800) 220-0792 | ClatsopPower.com

503.465.0921
northcoastfoodweb.org

Buy directly from local farmers  
for healthy meals!

Fresh produce, seafood,  
eggs, meats,  

$10 SNAP match, and more!

THURSDAY
OCTOBER 19TH

2:30-5:30PM

577 18th Street

Now monthly, year round!

Join
North Coast  

Food Web  
for grilled pizzas  
on market day.

BAZAAR
October 21st • 9AM to 5PM

Come meet our crafters and local busi-
nesses. Bake goods, candles, clothing, 

fabric items, etched glass and more!

1315 Broadway in Seaside

SEASIDE
AMERICAN LEGION

All proceeds will go to the local back pack program

 W A NTED

 Contact:   John Anderson • 360-269-2500

 Alder and Maple  Saw Logs   & Standing Timber

 N orth w es t H a rdw oods  • Lon gview , W A


