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Republicans appeal
provider tax ballot title
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SALEM — A trio of
Republican state lawmakers
who want to refer Oregon’s
Medicaid funding scheme
to voters are challenging a
description of the measure
that voters could see on their
ballots in January.

Medicaid is a health cov-
erage program for people
below certain income thresh-
olds, funded by the federal
government and the state.
Oregon collects payments
from health care providers
— assessments often called
a provider tax — to pay its
share of the costs.

Three lawmakers want to
challenge some of those pay-
ments, and they are at work
gathering the nearly 59,000
signatures required to get the
issue to the ballot in a special
election Jan. 23.

Their deadline for the sig-
natures is Thursday.

And now they are asking
the Oregon Supreme Court
to review the ballot title’s
caption, summary and its
description of the results of
“yes” and “no” votes on the
potential referendum.

The language that the peti-

tioners are challenging was The petitioners also say pay for Medicaid — said that Marlene Wournell
approved by a legislative that the ballot title “inap- the ballot title “clearly lays .
committee in September. propriately focuses on pro- out what will happen if the Astoria

A copy of the appeal was

state Rep. Julie Parrish, R-Tu-
alatin/West Linn, Monday
evening.

Parrish is joined by two
other Republican state rep-
resentatives Cedric
Hayden, of Roseburg, and Sal
Esquivel, of Medford.

They are essentially argu-
ing that the summary of the
measure, and the description
of what a “yes” and “no” vote
mean, don’t accurately con-
vey the legislation’s mean-
ing or the consequences of a
vote, and have proposed an
alternative.

They argue that the word
“assessment” could mislead
voters, and that an assess-
ment on net revenues “is a
tax in every normative sense
of the word,” according to the
appeal.

The petitioners argue that
the legislation in question
needed the three-fifths major-
ity vote in both the state House
and Senate that is required to
raise revenue in Oregon.

But “assessment” is the
language written into the law.
Legislative counsel has said
that there are legal differences
between the terms “assess-
ment” and “tax.”

grams that may be funded by

The ballot title approved
last month states that a “no”
vote “underfunds budgeted
costs for providing health
care to low-income individu-
als and families and individ-
uvals with disabilities and for
stabilizing premiums charged
by insurance companies for
health insurance purchased
by individuals and families.”

It also states that a “no”
vote would delay a certain
aspect of the law, rather than
eliminate it as the referral
petitioners want.

Petitioners intended to
refer a 0.7 percent assess-
ment on certain hospitals to
the ballot.

But legislative attorneys
have opined that aspect of
the legislation would merely
be delayed rather than nixed
because of an omission in the
referral petition. That’s an
interpretation that the peti-
tioners challenge.

In a press release when
the ballot title was approved
in September, the Coalition to
Protect Healthcare — advo-
cates who oppose referring
the issue to voters and sup-
port the way the legislation
in question collects money to

referendum passes or fails.”
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lated causes. Malarkey was the oldest surviv-
ing member of Easy Company, of the 506th
Parachute Infantry Regiment of the
101st Airborne, known as the “Band

of Brothers.”

Malarkey, a lifelong Oregonian,
was born July 31, 1921, in Astoria,
Oregon, to Leo and Helen Malarkey.
He attended Star of the Sea School,
where he was an outstanding athlete,
and graduated from Astoria High
School. In 1942, while a freshman at
the University of Oregon, Malarkey
was drafted into the Army, where he
volunteered to become a paratrooper.
During the early morning hours on
D-Day, June 6, 1944, Malarkey parachuted
behind enemy lines in support of the Allied
invasion. He was awarded the Bronze Star for
his bravery in destroying German artillery in
the Battle of Brecourt Manor later that day.

Malarkey went on to fight across France,
Holland and Belgium, where Easy Company
fought off Nazi advances while surrounded
at Bastogne during the Battle of the Bulge in

December 1944.

Following the war, Malarkey returned to
the University of Oregon,where he received
a bachelor’s degree in business in 1948, and
served as president of Sigma Nu Fraternity.
Later in life, Don was inducted in the Sigma
Nu National Hall of Fame, and named as one
of 125 notable University of Oregon graduates

in 2002.

Donald Malarkey

life and his wife of 58 years until her death in
2006. They were married in Portland in 1948.
Don and Irene had four children: a
son, Michael, and daughters Martha,
Sharon and Marianne.

After their marriage, Don and
Irene returned to Astoria, where he
worked for Lovell Chevrolet. He
was elected Clatsop County com-
missioner and served two terms. The
family moved to Portland, where
Don was a real estate broker. Don
and Irene moved to Salem, Oregon in
1977, where he concluded his career
working for the Oregon Real Estate
Agency.

Don is survived by his daughters, Marianne
McNally (Dan), Sharon Hill (John) and Mar-
tha Serean; and a sister, Molly Rumpakis (Jim).
He is also survived by 10 grandchildren and 13
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his wife Irene,
son Michael, son-in-law Tim Serean, and broth-
ers John Malarkey and Robert Malarkey.

The family would like to convey their grat-

itude and thanks to Premier Care Homes and

his dedicated caregivers Josh, Vicki and Cindy,
who brought much comfort to Don in the final
stages of his life.

Private services will be held at Willamette
National Cemetery later this week. The date for
a celebration of life for Don will be announced
later. Assisting the family is Virgil T. Golden
Funeral Service.
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ried Ed Wournell in 1950. They later
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AND HOME

Community and Senior Center Commission,
10:30 a.m., 1225 Avenue A., Seaside.
Port of Astoria Commission, 4 p.m. workshop,

Port offices, 10 Pier 1 Suite 209.

ness.

Seaside Library Board, 4:30 p.m., 1131 Broad-

way, Seaside.

Miles Crossing Sanitary Sewer District

Seaside Planning Commission, 7 p.m., City
Hall, 989 Broadway.

WEDNESDAY

Gearhart City Council, 7 p.m., City Hall, 698

Pacific Way.
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