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“The Wild and Scenic
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This spurred a lifelong love
affair with rivers.

After graduating, Palmer
worked as a land-use
planner, but by 1980 he
was writing full-time with
a strong focus on river
conservation. For 11 years,
he and his wife lived and
worked out of a van as they
researched rivers across the
country. Of the 26 books
Palmer has written, more
than half are about rivers.

His latest effort, “Wild
and Scenic Rivers,” cel-
ebrates the conservation
law that was enacted five
decades ago. In it, Palmer
traces the progress of a
revolving cast of conser-

waterways have been chan-
nelized (mostly for irriga-
tion), while 25,000 more
miles have been dredged
(for industrial navigation).

Palmer’s message: more
wild streams and rivers
ought to be protected.

On the West Coast,
Alaska, Oregon and
California have ensured
significant protections of
their wild water resources,
but Washington could do
more. And there are 10
states, including Nevada
and Hawaii, that have not
availed themselves of the
federal Wild and Scenic
designation for any of their
free-flowing streams.

down some magnificent
stretches of water! Some of
the images — captured late
in the afternoon, perhaps —
tended to be dark and didn’t
reproduce especially well.
In contrast, the font in this
book, whether too small or
too light, provoked unneces-
sary eyestrain.

The solution: Get out
your magnifying glass and
enjoy!

The Bookmonger is
Barbara Lloyd McMichael,
who writes this weekly col-
umn focusing on the books,
authors and publishers
of the Pacific Northwest.
Contact her at bkmonger@
nwlink.com.
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