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Argument on front burner

Dear Annie: 1 would like
your opinion on a recent inci-
dent that happened to me. I went
to my son’s house to go out to
dinner with him and his family
to celebrate his birthday. When
I arrived, the only person there
was my granddaughter.
My son was meeting us
at the restaurant, and my
daughter-in-law, “Jean,”
had been called into work
but intended to be back
at the house shortly. She
still hadn’t returned by
the time my granddaugh-
ter and I had to head to the
restaurant, and I noticed a
pot of soup boiling on the
stove. | thought Jean had
forgotten to turn the burner off, so
[ turned it off.

Well, I was wrong. We all hap-
pened to return later at about the
same time, and when Jean noticed
the burner was off, she asked,
“Who turned the stove off?” I told
her I had. She looked very upset
and said, “The soup was supposed
to cook for 12 hours.” I said, “Well,
it is better to be safe than sorry.”

Later, I asked my son whether
Jean was still upset with me, and
he said she had not been upset
with me. I told him I could tell
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by the expression on her face that
she was. He then said I should
not have turned the burner off,
that “it was her stove.” I told him
I was concerned the house might
catch on fire, and he said that the
house is her house and that if it had
caught on fire, it would
have been her concern. [
do not like family discord,
and I don’t usually insert
myself into their affairs,
but I think that was a fool-
ish thing to do and I acted
appropriately by turning
the stove off. What say
you? — Safety First
Dear Safety First: It’s
unsafe to leave a stove
burning unattended. But if
you keep treating this as an argu-
ment, things will get unnecessar-
ily heated. Wait for things to sim-
mer down before letting your son
know about the fire safety issue,
and erase all traces of “I told you
so0” from your tone. When the hol-
idays roll around, consider buying
them a slow cooker — much safer
to leave on for hours at a time.
Dear Annie: I love, love, love
your column. I especially love that
you listen to your readers and are
willing to add to your answers
and even alter your advice when

given new information. My com-
ment is about your response to
“Missing Life and Happiness,”
who has been married for over
25 years to a man who turns his
back on her in every way possible,
basically treating her as a disgust-
ing part of his life. I agree that she
should focus on herself, enrich her
life and improve her self-esteem.
However, I believe she needs to
do more than discuss issues with
her husband. She has put up with
this for too long. I don’t believe
she should waste even one more
second allowing that evil person
in her life. From her description, it
doesn’t sound possible for him to
change how he treats her. It’s time
to remove him and move on! —
Jane G.

Dear Jane: You're not the
only reader who thought I should
have told “Missing Life and Hap-
piness” that enough was enough.
I wanted to let her reach her own
decision about her marriage, and 1
was trying to encourage her to get
into a good headspace for eval-
vating things. Perhaps I should
have worded my response more
strongly, as I agree with you: The
way her husband has been treating
her is unacceptable. Thank you for
writing.

TOMORROW'’S HOROSCOPE
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). One solid person
who is on your side is better than a dozen
wishy-washy ones. Character matters more
than numbers. Do not underestimate the differ-
ence that one person can make, especially if
that person is you.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). If you define your-
self by your ability to cope with the thorny bits
of life, you are likely to feel personally defeated
when things go unresolved for too long. It's just
a situation. If you can't unravel it, eventually it
will work itself out.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You're friendly, and
so people let their guards down around you.
For this reason, you'll learn more than you want
to know. But some of this will be useful later.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). People think
that they'd like a wider range of choices, but
in fact more options will suck the joy out of
decision-making today. To go easy on your
audience, present them with between three
and five options.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You will fear boredom
more than usual today, which is why you are
loath to do certain very mundane tasks without
something good to listen to or someone inter-
esting to join you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Logically you know
that you don't need to impress anyone, and
yet there are some people who, as soon as
you get around them, seem to make you act

in ways you weren't counting on. Weird — but
human.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You gain your

own respect when you follow through on the
project that's been on your mind. Your chances
of finishing before the end of the month are
strong, as long as you do it before you start

anything else.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). In regards to

the current project, chances are you just don't
have time to learn the hard way. Flatten out
that learning curve with key tips and tricks from
someone who knows the ropes.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). There was
a time in the evolution of the tribes of humanity
when strangers were more likely to be killed
than welcomed. Approaching strangers is

still scary today, but relax: You'll be warmly
received.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The cosmic
call is for quick reflexes. It will help if you stay
aware as you walk through your life. As the
saying goes, if you stay ready then you won't
have to get ready.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). If you're won-
dering whether you might have some latent
talents that could be put to use, it's pretty much
guaranteed. If you're wondering if their applica-
tions might also be lucrative for you, the answer
is yes — if you put in the time.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Because our
world is round, we can never arrive at the
horizon. We declare and travel toward a distant
landmark, but once we come to the marker the
horizon will be farther still, unreachable. There’'s
a strange peace in this today.

TOMORROW’S BIRTHDAY (Sept. 23). As you
focus on creating fun scenarios and joyful rela-
tionships, everything falls into place. Go on and
promote yourself. It will pay off in unexpected
ways at the end of 2017 Your friend circle grows
and this will energize you. Less stress, more
harmony and much healing will take place in
2018. Virgo and Sagittarius adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 9, 40, 22, 28 and 13.

FRANK AND ERNEST BLONDIE
z WERE | SO WED LIKE THERE'S JUST X 50, ENOUGH || [ HOW ABOUT DROPPIN
’ MY INCOME 15 FIXED IN ELOPING! )\ A SUPER-CHEAP US AND ONE A FEW BLTs OFF AT /WeLL,

FINANCIAL &l

= o . CATERED PARTY! |i| \_WITNESS.. THE COURTHOUSE 1 TUAT
APVISOR __E—\ 7 THE SENSE THAT & ANYTHING sy
m = W T WiLL NEVER REALLY..) |2 IN PARTICULAR? | |g ® f"; C“;\f,
28 p’ NS
7 \ PRODUCE ¢ 23
2. ANY Ngw & >
/ INCOME. b 5 £
A N 9-22 :
\VFIAVES §
THATABABY
. [}
We've been ' . Stop texting MYSELF OUT OF A JOB, TASHA, |2
asked to attend Ilen zgﬂfﬂop about meu WHY DID YOU HIRE MEZ THIS |2
an emergency T'm Sitting STORE ISN'T EXACTLY CROWDED |2 THINK I WATCHED “THE FACTS OF
\ 1:

parent/teacher
conference at

did the baby
do this time?

the Gerbil
Olympics he
staged with the

day care

tomorrow.

©2017 Paul Trap/ Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

| Do you think we'll be
friends, even when 1
get older?

i\

©2017 Dana Simpson  Dist. Andrews McMeel

But until I met you, N
I had not changed much
for a very long time.

LOLA
SAMMY, WE'VE DECIDED TO
&T YOU PLAY FOOTBALL.
I SPECIAL
ORDERED.

wi00°so1wI0006

SIX CHIX

classroom pets. |

right here!

2 YOU MEAN YOU
DIDN‘T HIRE ME FOR MY
SALES EXPERIENCE2

LIFE” GROWING UP2
Z 7

IKNEW o5
I SHOULD \7.
HAVE SAD [
STHE PEACH £

I{usf hope \ ©Trust foo Ida Harl uwo John Hart, Al ights reserved
never
M outgrow MOM, DAD,

unicorns. THlS IS

72217

PHILLIP.

OF COURSE
SHED HAVE
TO DATE A

GOTH,

Facebook.com/BCcomic

JB Dist by Creators

DILBERT

MAYffN S;"?f ﬁEE,ACK IS THERE ANY KIND 2| YES, MANAGEMENT $(P)~5 NO, NO,
POSITION? OF WHISTLEBLOWER 2| 1S PROTECTED AGAINST S NO.
Wiaisegmeie PROTECTION AT THIS |5| WHISTLEBLOWERS |
a L COMPANY? H LIKE YOU. TR L T

Qa 2 s ) MAKE YOU
53 WANT TO

3

P

L0
2

LA

Dilbert.com

9-22-17 @ 2017 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel

YOU INVENTED "
THE “THUMBS UP
EMOT\7\

GET YOUR
INSPIRATION?

WHERE DID YOU

BABY BLUES

COME ON, WEEN, TM GOING TO
TEACH Nou BNERYTHING Nou
NeeD O koW ABoUT BEING
A GIRL.
\ =

W baby e Com

ZITS

“Stuck on 2nd”?
Who ugeg a hageball
analogy to break up?

Dist W King Features
BizARRO.COM
by Facebook.com/ BizarroComied

NON SEQUITUR

OFFICIALLY
AUTUMN.

50,.YoU WANT (ONGRESS
To REPEAL AND REPLACE
THE LAN of 6RINITY ?

AND REPLACE E

T WNTH WNRKT?

Ol WITH £oMETRING
BIGGER AND BETTER!
MUCH BETTER THAN
THE FAILED S¥STEM
WE HMWE NOW 1 (AN
TELL NOL THAT!

o

ATAN DisT. 81 AoRENS MMEEL AINDICRTION, GO CONIES, cON [RONSERUTUR.

NoU HINENT
TROUGHT THS
Il THROUGA KT
1| ALL, BNE
NOU..,

OlLUMN...
16 TRAT
STILLA
THING?

17 WILEN INK, L0, 9-22

WILEN INK @EARTULINK. NET

WIZARD OF ID
AL NV NEED 1S L AND A DUMB \ T
INNER BEAUTY, BroTHER FOR =l ) FIRE THE NEW
POISE,.. (ONTRAST, CATAPULT

© Zoi1, BABY BWEL PARTNERSUIP DIST By NG FERTURES SYRDICATE 4-2%

K ustidn) & Scopr——

U

|

e

PP IS,

Dist by Creators

Facebook.com/WizardOfld

U
! ENT COUN

R
CIL!

zitscomics.com

T'LLRUN ASINGLE-I55UE
CAMPAIGN FOCUSED ON
LATER SIART TIMES
FOR CLASSES.

(©2017 2ITS Partnership. Dist by King Features.

pee o e { &7
RETD AN
WHT..

WELL, T
TECHNICALLY
WORKS

©Trust fbo Ida Hart uwo John Hart. All rights reserved




