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Traumatized over male nurse

Dear Annie: 1 would like
your opinion on a very distress-
ing problem that I — along with
a lot of other females, I'm sure
— have. It concerns my desire to
have control over who sees my
body while in a nonemergency
medical situation.

I recently was con-
fined to a hospital bed
for four days because of
a mnonemergency situa-
tion. While there, a male
nurse tried to pressure me
into letting him conduct
very private and intrusive
exams and procedures on
me. He became almost
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settings seems to be that a male
nurse is entitled to tell me what he
can do with or to my body.
Fortunately, I was given a
female nurse after 1 spoke with
a supervisor and convinced her
that I would leave the hospital and
die before allowing this
strange man to take care
of me. It’s not as if the
majority of nurses aren’t
women and readily avail-
able anyway. Please help
by putting out the word
of how much damage
can be done to people
like me. — Tortured in
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belligerent in trying to
make me believe that he
had “every right” to do what he
wanted simply because he was a
trained nurse.

Annie, [ was sexually abused
in the past and am traumatized
at the mere thought of a strange
man — even if he is a nurse —
touching me. Please don’t write
me off as just some kook who
doesn’t want to be hassled; it goes
so much deeper than that, and
unless people have been through
what I've been through, they
can’t understand. The philosophy
of a lot of hospitals and medical
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Dear Tortured:
Health care  provid-

ers should put each individual
patient’s needs front and center.
When you made clear that you
were uncomfortable with this
nurse’s touching you, he should
have stopped, even if he was just
trying to administer care. After
all, it’s not “care” if it’s unwanted
and distressing. Though hospi-
tals aren’t required to give female
nurses to female patients, many
will try to accommodate such
requests, especially if the patient
has been a victim of abuse in the
past. The next time you’re sched-

uling a visit to the hospital or doc-
tor’s office, let the staff know your
needs upfront.

Additionally, this might be a
good time to revisit counseling to
address the trauma of your abuse.
If you need help finding a coun-
selor, you can call the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Ser-
vices Administration’s National
Helpline at 800-662-4357.

Dear Annie: [ suspect that
most millennials do not even read
newspapers, but here is my mes-
sage for them.

If you are planning a wed-
ding, find someone to advise you
on wedding protocols, including
writing proper thank-you notes.
Do not use the Internet to thank
gift givers. Your generation seems
to be focused on making wed-
dings big affairs — yet often with-
out the level of expertise or man-
ners that should accompany such
an event. Keep it small, gracious
and welcoming for the folks giv-
ing you their best wishes. — Dis-
gusted in Florida

Dear Disgusted: I agree that
modest weddings are wonder-
ful weddings. Social media have
contributed to the “go big or go
home” attitude many people seem
to have toward wedding planning.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Once trust is bro-
ken, it’s hard for a relationship to gain traction.
Forward movement usually depends on mutual
agreement. If you can't trust the other person to
uphold an agreement, mutuality doesn't exist.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You'll need to
educate someone, which is of course best
done politely, quietly and one-on-one. Even

if you do everything right, your subject may
resist learning. Rest assured, you will have an
impact; it just may be a delayed one.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). It's easy to respect
someone you agree with, though it's more im-
portant to respect those you don't agree with,
because that'’s the respect that’s going to bring
the world together.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Building on

your strengths isn't egotistical, though people
threatened by your potential greatness may try
to make you feel as though it's wrong to invest
in your own improvement. Just ignore them.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). It's never too late to
start over. The timing may seem awkward,
inconvenient or a bit ridiculous, but that doesn’t
make it impossible. Remembering this may
help you feel freer in today’s circumstance.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). It's easier when
people agree with you, but it could be more

helpful today when they don't. Intelligent and
interesting debate will lead to understanding
and improvement.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Remember when
you thought of the perfect thing to say after the
situation was already over? Well, your wit is
getting quicker and your timing is improving, as
evidenced by today’s snappy response.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You appreciate a

BLONDIE

TOMORROW'’S HOROSCOPE

By Holiday Mathis, Creators Syndicate Inc.

certain person’s warmth, and you'd like to get
more of it, if possible. Don't even worry about
ingratiating yourself to this person. Instead use
the warmth to grow the seeds of greatness
inside yourself.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). It seems
silly to have to make a game out of giving of
yourself just to keep your audience on the line.
But people only value what they earn. You
didn’'t make the rules of human interaction, but
ignore them at your own peril.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Experts at
taking an interview know that it's better to an-
swer the question you wish you'd been asked
than the one that’s actually asked. If your an-
swer is good enough, most people won't even
remember what they were asking.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Know when to
cut your losses. Now is probably a good time.
Unless you're thinking that yesterday would
have been better: In that case, now is the only
time!

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). When you state
your preferences, wishes and directives, give a
reason. People crave reasons. They don't even
care that much (or remember, half the time)
what the reason is; they just relax when they
know you have one.

TOMORROW’S BIRTHDAY (Sept. 7). Your
mix of boldness and good taste will net you
amorous attention and new opportunities. Your
need to use your talents and be creative will
drive a change of work before this year is over.
November shows a fast deal and windfall. At
the start of 2017 you'll invest in things that will
further your education, skills and future. Leo
and Pisces adore you. Your lucky numbers are:
8,19, 3,30 and 44.

PORK, BUT YOU PREFER PULLED

PORK HOW MUCH MORE

ALL | SAID WAS | LIKE SHREDDED
GUT-LEVEL CAN

YEAH. OR IT MAY \]
JUST BE THE OUTLOOK

EXPERIENCE EACH MOMENT || DIFFERENT { OF A PERSON NOT USED
[\ OUTLOOK. ) * TO WAKING UP THIS
— \ EARLY AFTER EIGHT 4
[ WEEKS OFF AND WHO CAN'T THINK
TWO MINUTES AHEAD WITHOUT
5 FORGETTING HER OWN

L/
¥

— [ REALLY ENJOYED OUR BUT [ DON'T KNOW HOW
— YOUR HE ART 16 PASSIONATE, GUT-LEVEL GUT-LEVEL IT WAS...
=) yd 5 CONVERSATION, HONEY!
\{ =~ DOING WELL WITH .;
E THE PIG VALVE WE
z PUT IN. NOwW, ¢
! WHAT 15 YOUR
B QUESTION]
=] 76
\HAVES
To SAVE MONEY, T
3 1 DECIDED TO GIVE
AT, %‘i&ii}iz‘i%{%:{ ' ; % ' MYSELF A BREAK AND JUST
TCHEN, A
ARRWEP O s Tt AS IT COMES.
FoeD AND NATER !/
9-b|here’s no acm?rl gur"e Zhaf I II%OI’#ISOSL?E ?arS.III gg&l% c Facebook comBCeom
says you can't brin T I WANT TO B YOU WILL BE,
) , af that
unicorns Yo class. ¢ 15| “Gnicorn. M\ eciipee. B\& LIKE YOU ONE SON. YOU WiLL
- DAY, DAD | BE.

LOLA, I'M MAKING A
LIST FOR THE STORE.
NEED ANYTHING?

gocomics.com

Dist. Andre:

Q

<
o

96+ /7 __JohnHartStudios com

©2017 Dana Simpson

©Trust fbo Ida Hart uwo John Hart. All rights reserved

OH, FORGET THIS—
M EOIN’ VEGAN. ﬁ:

o\

 n— A
:".\9.»

~ Dist. by Creators d*

w00'soMUI0006

DILBERT

OUR NEW ROBOT o| IT KEEPS THREATENING

15 TOO SMART. 3| HUMANS INTO DOING
§ ITS JOB WHILE IT
2| DOES NOTHING BUT
é DRINK COFFEE.
NG
8
5 L)
2 i

3

BIZARRO

ISN'T IDONT
THAT LIKE
ALL YOU WHERE
DO? THIS IS

HEADING.

9-6-17  © 2017 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel

I’LL GIVE You
20 BUCKS 10 DRIVE
THIS THING 1o THe
CANADIAN BORDER.

We'll inject, those erow’s feet,

/. with peanut, butter and you'll
4’_ be good ag view.

Dist B King Features
BIzARRO.COM

éc\m\j ] '.‘H

o706 Facebook.com/ BizarroComie¢

mutts.com www.kingfeatures.com

BABY BLUES

DARRNL! THAT'S
OT OUR CAR!

VTS © 2017 PRk MeDouel | DISTRIGVTED 8 K

NON SEQUITUR

«WNE oNLY BAD
THREE
CHANNELS To
WATCH ON TV,
AND THE
PHONE Wh&...

PLUGGED INTO
THE WALL!/

SCHOOLED.

PIET. BY ANDREWS INEEL SINDICATION

OH MY GOSH! WHAT z
WAS T THINKING? AAR, THE 1D 2| WHeRE BVERYYEAR  [E[ AND BAERY DEEP-FRIED
AR ... S| THEYCOMELPWITHA |2 YEARYOUTR
=2 oo . 2| MORE DISGUSTING YB/}T TRl SUGARED
| AND UNHEALTHY TREAT |5 OCTOPUS
— T/ TOENAILS

Wizardofld.com

T

GRANDPA UPS
H&o GANNE

GOCOMGS. CON / NONGEQUITUR.

WILEY INK@EARTHLINK NET

G

Ao

9.6:17 YU Ol bist by Crestors

L

I ADDRESSEDANENVELOPE | | ITWAS \/ WHAT DIDYOU DO $
ANDPUTITINAMALEOX. | PRETTY | AFTERTHAT. BULD | | gf|| Terg s | s
» Q‘OFJ APRMIDZ | = \§§\" g\\\\\\\\ . §W§§\\

King Features

rstip. Dist by

©2017 217S Parner

<

AL

L

.

e

W\\‘\

\| "/;\\\\\\\\\\

B
&

>~ LEANE THe

%

Yy

Q S
7S

O A
\ GRS

I

URKING TO
T PROFESSIONNS!




