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An elephant weighs 
6,000 pounds on Earth. 
It weighs (210 + 210) 

_____  pounds on Pluto.
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Standards Link: 
Language Arts: Follow 

simple written 
directions.

Look through 
the newspaper 

to find five 
adjectives 

that describe 
Pluto.

Pluto
Adjectives

Billions of miles from Earth is tiny Pluto. We learned 
more about it when a NASA spacecraft passed by it 
for the very first time.

Replace the 
missing 
words.

Pluto:
Is it a planet or not?

DISTANCE FROM THE SUN

TIME TO ORBIT THE SUN

ORBIT SPEED

LENGTH OF DAY

DIAMETER

NUMBER OF MOONS

93 MILLION MILES

365 DAYS

70,000 MILES PER HOUR

JUST A BIT OVER 24 HOURS

7,926 MILES

1

3.6 BILLION MILES

248 EARTH YEARS

10.7 MILES PER HOUR

6.5 EARTH DAYS

1,473 MILES

5

EARTHPLUTOUse this chart to answer 
these questions.

Pluto orbits the sun at a very 
high rate of speed.

1.

The diameter of Pluto is about 
the same as the distance 
between New York City and 
Houston, Texas.

True               False

2.

True               False

Visit Pluto. Lose Weight.

Once Pluto
 was consi

dered the 
ninth 

__________
__ in our 

solar syst
em. 

In 2006, i
t was ____

________ t
hat Pluto 

was too __
_____ to b

e a regula
r planet, 

so now it 
is called 

a “dwarf p
lanet.” 

It _______
_ the sun 

just like 
the other 

planets. B
ut tiny Pl

uto is onl
y half as 

_________ 
as the Uni

ted States
 and it’s 

much small
er than ou

r _______.

Albert weighs 75 pounds on 
Earth. He weighs (3+2) 
____  pounds on Pluto.

Cosmo the cat weighs 
15 pounds on Earth. 
He weighs (100-99) 

___  pound on Pluto.

Mrs. Aster weighs 
120 pounds on Earth. 

She weighs (12-4) _____ 
pounds on Pluto.

Mr. Wilson weighs 200 
pounds on Earth. He weighs 
just (7 + 7) ____  pounds 

on Pluto.

An 80 lb. bag of cement on 
Earth  weighs only

(10 - 4) _____  pounds 
on Pluto.

If you visited Pluto, you would weigh much less there than you do on 
Earth. Do the math to find out how much less each person weighs on Pluto.

When Pluto was discovered in 1930, it was called simply, 
Planet X. Because Pluto orbits in the dark, outer reaches 
of space, the name of the Roman god of the underworld 

seemed like a good fit to this clever namer.

Use the code to find out the name of the 11-year-old 
English girl who suggested the name Pluto.

How Pluto Got Its Name

= A = B = C = E = I = N

= R = S = T = U = V = Y

To date, there are five objects orbiting the sun that are 
called dwarf planets. Pluto is one of them. Write down 

the letters on the correct path through this maze to 
discover the name of another of the dwarf planets.

Circle every other letter to find the names of the 
other three dwarf planets.

EKRDIJSB
HTANUBMYETAM

MDATKRENMTASKUEY
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ANSWER: A rocket chip.

There are so many things to measure in a 
newspaper. Measure with a ruler and find out:
   •  The size of a person standing in a photo
   •  The length of the longest headline
   •  The length of the longest word you find

Measure It!

Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate information.

Photo courtesy  NASA

Pluto was 
discovered 
February 18, 
1930  by 
scientists 
at 
the
Lowell 
Observatory 
in Arizona.
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