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that if the Astoria Ferry can-
not meet the financial ask and 
recruit board members with 
maritime expertise to move the 
Tourist No. 2 toward certifica-
tion by then, the nonprofit will 
dissolve and leave the vessel to 
owner Christian Lint.

Accomplishments
Lint and co-Capt. Jim Pea-

cock brought the Tourist No. 
2 on a white-knuckle cruise 
to Astoria from Bremerton, 
Washington, after the non-
profit placed a $15,000 deposit 
to buy the vessel on contract.

“It was a pretty horrendous 
passage,” board member Dul-
cye Taylor said, adding it took 
a week to get from Bremer-
ton to Cape Flattery amid high 
winds and rough seas. After 
reaching the ocean, she said, it 
took only 20 hours to reach the 
Columbia River Bar.

The Tourist No. 2 pulled 
up a year and one week ago 
to a crowd waiting at the 
17th Street Dock. During last 
year’s Astoria Regatta, the 
ferry hosted several hundred 
visitors.

Since the Regatta, the Tour-
ist No. 2 has been moored at 
North Tongue Point, and Asto-
ria Ferry has experienced a 
sobering look into the chal-
lenges of making the vessel 
an operating ferry again. The 
nonprofit has gathered around 
$70,000 in donations and paid 
nearly $40,000 toward the pur-
chase of the vessel.

Challenges
Organizers learned that 

Lint’s insurer for the ves-
sel wasn’t going to renew 
the policy. “Most underwrit-
ers wouldn’t agree to indem-
nify a (93)-year-old, 100-foot 
all-wood structure operated 
by a nonprofit group with no 
history of maintaining such a 
vessel,” a report from Astoria 
Ferry to donors said.

Knowing the vessel could 
not be acquired without insur-
ance, the nonprofit in Decem-
ber halted all fundraising and 
all but the most essential main-
tenance. In April, the group 
acquired a port-risk insurance 
policy, which covers vessels 
laid up long-term in mainte-

nance but not public access.
Although the hull of the 

Tourist No. 2 has proven 
watertight, Price said the ves-
sel has experienced water 
damage from above, leaving 
a musty interior and a mystery 
of where rain is intruding.

Astoria Ferry hoped to 
use local shipwright talent 
and space at North Tongue 
Point for the vessel’s under-
water repairs. The nonprofit 
looked into whether a cra-
dle used by local shipwrights 
could be retrofitted to pull the 
96-gross-ton vessel up on one 

of North Tongue Point’s sea-
plane ramps. The idea proved 
unworkable and left the non-
profit with around $10,000 in 
outstanding naval architectural 
bills.

Getting to inspection
Price said the $100,000 

would provide a cushion to 
help cover monthly expenses 
and some repairs, while 
repaying the debt and mak-
ing arrangements for haul-
out, somewhere upriver. But 
to fully repair and restore the 
Tourist No. 2 before U.S. 

Coast Guard inspection, she 
said, Astoria Ferry has esti-
mated between $400,000 and 
$500,000.

Once the Tourist No. 2 is 
in operation, providing pub-
lic excursions and hosting 
events, Price and Taylor said 
it will cost around $450,000 
to $500,000 annually to oper-
ate, including the captain and 
crew. But they said the non-
profit believes the vessel can 
cover its own operating costs.

“It’s not a cheap operation, 
but it can make its own money, 
but only if it’s running,” Price 
said.

New blood
Taylor, a local business 

owner and president of the 
Astoria Downtown Historic 
District Association, said 
Astoria Ferry members have 
remained upbeat throughout 
the challenges, but that interest 
started to wane in the spring. 
Four of the group’s original 
eight board members stepped 
down, albeit staying on in 
advisory roles.

Taylor said the group, 
which includes historic pres-
ervationist Lucien Swerdloff 
and Astoria Yacht Club Com-
modore Bruce Faling, is look-
ing for three or four new board 
members, preferably with 
some expertise and interest in 
old boats. “A retired Coastie 
would be great,” she said.

Ferry: ‘It’s not a cheap operation’
Continued from Page 1A

going to keep watching,” said 
Dan Ayres, coastal shellfish 
manager with the Washing-
ton Department of Fish and 
Wildlife. “We’ll just continue 
to look at it and hope for the 
best,” he added.

Unsafe levels of domoic 
acid in razor clams shut down 
digs in both states this season. 
Oregon, in fact, has yet to open 
for a single dig, and Washing-
ton only opened sporadically.

The naturally-occurring 

marine toxin has become a 
familiar dilemma in recent 
years, plaguing both recre-
ational razor clam digs and 
commercial Dungeness crab-
bing efforts.

And there are other con-
cerns. While Ayres and state 
biologists are seeing an explo-
sion of young razor clams far-
ther north now, Long Beach’s 
populations are unusually low.

“We’re not seeing a lot 
of juvenile razor clams that 
should be there at Long 
Beach,” Ayres said. When that 

area opened briefly this spring, 
the state allowed a higher than 
normal per-person take of the 
clams, reasoning that it was 
the first chance people had had 
all year to dig for clams. Even 
then, diggers only harvested 
a fraction of what the state 
allowed overall, and, in gen-
eral, harvest does not appear to 
drastically impact razor clam 
populations, Ayres said.

“It’s a big puzzle,” he said.
He has several theories, 

but razor clam populations 
can fluctuate from season 

to season.
Oregon is in the middle of 

its stock assessment, and it 
isn’t known yet what fishery 
mangers here will find. At low 
tide on a beach near Fort Ste-
vens State Park’s South Jetty 
in late July, clams were every-
where, revealing their pres-
ence by a variety of “shows” 
referred to as dimples, dough-
nuts and keyholes — small 
indents and holes in the wet 
sand.

Though dangerous to 
humans and marine mammals, 

domoic acid doesn’t appear 
to affect razor clams, said 
Mitch Vance, a shellfish proj-
ect leader based out of New-
port with the Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife. 
Other factors like food avail-
ability, how densely packed 
clams are in an area and how 
many young clams are pro-
duced each year are much 
more important factors. 

“All these things come into 
play when you’re looking at a 
single population in a single 
area,” Vance said.

Tests at the end of July 
revealed domoic acid levels in 
Oregon clams were below the 
allowed threshold of 20 parts 
per million. A second rounds 
of tests is due by the end of 
the week. If that round comes 
back clean as well there could 
be a few central coast open-
ings for diggers, Vince said. 
Clatsop County’s beaches, tra-
ditionally the most productive 
beaches for razor clams, would 
remain closed, as they always 
are from July 15 to September 
30, to protect juvenile clams.
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After working with city 
staff, they submitted a res-
olution to the council that 
reflected their concerns in 
general and the concerns 
they believed were especially 
unique to Astoria’s position 
at the mouth of the river.

“It is very important for 
the mouth to have a voice,” 
said Dan Serres, conserva-
tion director for Columbia 
Riverkeeper.

The terminal would have 
a daily output of 360,000 
barrels of crude oil, which 
would be carried by five 
mile-and-a-half long trains 
and then put on tankers to 
cross the Columbia River 
Bar.

Though the City Council 
as a whole shared the group’s 
concern for the safety of the 
estuary, Jones, a retired Sec-
tor Columbia River Com-
mander for the U.S. Coast 
Guard, said in July that he 
needed to look at safety 
standards, studies and envi-
ronmental impact state-
ments before he could sign a 
resolution.

After conducting research 
and looking into a derailment 
that occurred last summer in 
Mosier that released 42,000 
gallons of oil into the envi-
ronment, Jones was ready to 
make his decision.

He was against the termi-
nal project.

There were still too many 
safety concerns on the rail 
side of things and no guaran-
tee that state and federal rec-
ommendations to increase 
rail safety would be fol-
lowed, or implemented in a 
timely manner, he said.

“I think they ought to 
work those kinks out some-
where other than these sen-
sitive environmental areas,” 
he said.

But he wanted to make 
sure the resolution the City 
Council adopted was well-
rounded and reflected the 
council’s views. He submit-
ted his own rewrite of the 
environmental groups’ reso-
lution for the other council-
ors to consider. There was 
nothing wrong with the res-
olution from Columbia Riv-
erkeeper and the activist 
groups, he said later, but it 
reflected a one-sided view of 
the issue.

“I think the benefits of 
the terminal project to Asto-
ria definitely don’t out-
weigh the risks,” City Coun-
cilor Zetty Nemlowill said. 
She added that, given Jones’ 
expertise and the time he put 
into researching the matter, 
“I’m glad that you came to 
the conclusion that you came 
to because if you didn’t I 
wouldn’t know quite what to 
do tonight.”  

The entire City Coun-
cil was in favor of adopting 
Jones’ version of the resolu-
tion, with one change. In his 
version, he removed a para-
graph stating Astoria’s soli-
darity with the cities of Port-
land, Spokane, Vancouver 
and Seattle and the Columbia 
River treaty tribes in oppos-
ing the project. People who 
testified Monday night urged 
the council to put that word-
ing back in. Mayor Arline 
LaMear agreed and the para-
graph was added back into 
the resolution.

At Councilor Cindy 
Price’s urging, the coun-
cil also agreed to submit its 
resolution to Washington’s 
Energy Facility Site Evalu-
ation Council, which is still 
accepting testimony on the 
project. The site evaluation 
council is expected to make 
its final recommendation to 
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee 
this year.
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The interior of the Tourist No. 2 has several decks with ample room for entertaining tourists.

Astoria Ferry Group Co-President and Treasurer Cindy 

Price takes a look around the engine room of the Tourist 

No. 2. Price and others with the group are trying to restore 

the vessel as a tourist attraction.
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(2) KATU (2) KATU News at 6 (N) Jeopardy! Wheel of Fortune The Middle Fresh Off the Boat Black-ish Black-ish Somewhere "Fate Takes a Holiday" (N) KATU News (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel
(-) KOMO (4) KOMO 4 News Wheel of Fortune Jeopardy! The Middle Fresh Off the Boat Black-ish Black-ish Somewhere "Fate Takes a Holiday" (N) KOMO 4 News (:35) Jimmy Kimmel
(-) KING (5) NBC News (N) KING 5 News KING 5 News Evening America's Got Talent "Judge Cuts 4" Seal joins the judge’s panel. (N) World of Dance "World Final" (SF) (N) KING 5 News (:35) Tonight Show
(6) KOIN (-) KOIN Local 6 (N) Evening News (N) Extra Ent. Tonight NCIS "Enemy Combatant" Bull "Too Perfect" NCIS: New O. "Swift, Silent, Deadly" KOIN 6 News (N) (:35) Colbert 
(-) KIRO (7) KIRO 7 News Evening News (N) The Insider Ent. Tonight NCIS "Enemy Combatant" Bull "Too Perfect" NCIS: New O. "Swift, Silent, Deadly" KIRO News (:35) Colbert 
(8) KGW (-) KGW News at 6:00 p.m. (N) Live at 7 (N) Inside Edition America's Got Talent "Judge Cuts 4" Seal joins the judge’s panel. (N) World of Dance "World Final" (SF) (N) KGW News (N) (:35) Tonight Show
(9) KRCW (3) Last Man Standing Last Man Standing Modern Family Modern Family The Flash "The Wrath of Savitar" LegendTomor. "The Legion of Doom" News at 10 (N) Two and a Half Two and a Half Met Your Mother 
(10) KOPB (10) Ask-Old House Business (N) PBS NewsHour (N) The Statue of Liberty Frederick LawOlmsted Ten Towns That Changed America The Arab Americans (N) 
(12) KPTV (12) 6 O'Clock News (N) Family Feud Family Feud Lethal Weapon "Ties That Bind" The Mick Brooklyn 99 10 O'Clock News (N) News (N) 2 Broke Girls 
(13) KPDX (-) Mike & Molly Mike & Molly Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory FOX 12's News (N) 9 O'Clock News (N) Family Guy FamilyGuy 1/2 American Dad! Cleveland Show 
(-) KCPQ (13) Modern Family Modern Family Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Lethal Weapon "Ties That Bind" The Mick Brooklyn 99 Q13 News at 10 (N) Q13 News (N) The Simpsons 
(20) TBS (20) Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Wrecked Conan (N) 
(-) KZJO (22) Last Man Standing Last Man Standing Friends Friends Modern Family Modern Family Q13 News at 9 (N) Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Two and a Half Two and a Half 
(29) ESPN (29) (5:00) ESPN (N) ESPN Films "Morningside 5" (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) 
(30) ESPN2 (30) (5:00) Baseball Little League World Series SportsCenter (N) ESPN Films "Baltimore Boys" (N) ESPN Films "Morningside 5" (N) Jalen & Jacoby 
(31) NICK (31) Henry Danger Henry Danger Game Shakers The Thundermans The Thundermans NickyRickyDicky Full House Full House Full House Full House Friends Friends 
(32) DISN (32) Jessie Pt. 2 of 3 K.C. Undercover K.C. Undercover Bizaardvark Stuck in Middle Bunk'd Bizaardvark Andi Mack K.C. Undercover K.C. Undercover Bunk'd Jessie 
(34) FAM (34) ��� You Again (2010, Comedy) Odette Yustman, Sigourney Weaver, Kristen Bell. The Fosters "Telling" (N) The Bold Type "The Breast Issue" (N) The Fosters "Telling" The 700 Club 
(35) FMC (35) (5:00) Under the Tuscan Sun (:20) ��� Under the Tuscan Sun (2003, Comedy/Drama) Sandra Oh, Lindsay Duncan, Diane Lane. (:35) FXM Presents �� In Time (2011, Action) Amanda Seyfried, Cillian Murphy, Justin Timberlake. 
(36) LIFE (36) Dance Moms Dance Moms Dance "Judgement Day Approaches" (N) Dance Moms "Abby Flies the Coop" (N) (:05) So Sharp "This Girl is on Fire" (N) DanceMom (N) /(:15) DanceMom 
(38) ROOT (38) Mariners Access MarinersPre-game MLB Baseball Seattle Mariners at Oakland Athletics Site: Oakland Alameda Coliseum -- Oakland, Calif. (L) Post-game MLB Baseball Seattle Mariners at Oakland Athletics 
(39) FS1 (39) (5:00) MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Kansas City Royals (L) MLB Whiparound (L) Speak for Yourself Skip and Shannon: Undisputed Opinions on the biggest sports topics of the day. 
(43) SPIKE (43) Ink Master "War and Ink" Ink Master "Get the Flock Outta Here" Ink Master "On the Bubble" Ink Master "Masterpiece Mayhem" Ink Master "Pin-Up Panic Attack" (N) Ink Master (N) Tattoo Night. 
(44) COM (44) Futurama Futurama Futurama South Park South Park South Park Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Tosh.0 (N) Jim Jefferies (N) The Daily Show (N) @midnight 
(45) HIST (45) Forged in Fire Forged in Fire Forged in Fire: Cutting Deeper Forged Fire "The Gladiator's Scissor" (N) (:05) American Ripper (N) (:05) Forged in Fire 
(46) A&E (46) Remini: Scientology "Golden Era" Remini: Scientology "Auditing" L. Remini "Enemies of the Church" Remini: Scientology Shocking stories of abuse, heartbreak and harassment. (:05) Remini: Scientology "Auditing" 
(47) TLC (47) Say Yes-Dress Say Yes-Dress Daughter "Good Quints Gone Bad" OutD. "Extreme Quint Makeover" (N) OutDaughtered (N) (:05) Rattled (N) (:05) OutDaughtered 
(48) DISC (48) Deadliest Catch "Dead-Stick" Deadliest Catch "450 Mile Storm" Deadliest Catch "Respect Earned" (N) Deadliest Catch (N) Manhunt: Unabomber (N) Unabomb. "Fruit of the Poisonous Tree"
(49) NGEO (49) Live Free or Die "Slash and Burn" Live Free or Die "Call of The Wild" Live Free or Die "The Hunt Is On" Life Below Zero "The 11th Hour" Life Below Zero "Burn the Midnight Oil" Life Below Zero "The 11th Hour" 
(50) TNT (50) �� American Sniper (2014, War) Sienna Miller, Luke Grimes, Bradley Cooper. Animal Kingdom "Treasure" (N) Animal Kingdom "Treasure" Law & Order "Just a Girl in the World" 
(51) AMC (51) (5:30) ��� Ocean's Eleven ('01, Cri) Brad Pitt, Matt Damon, George Clooney. �� Focus (2015, Comedy/Drama) Margot Robbie, Rodrigo Santoro, Will Smith. ��� The Departed ('06) Matt Damon, Leonardo DiCaprio. 
(52) USA (52) Modern Family Modern Family Modern Family Modern Family WWE Smackdown! WWE superstars do battle in long-running rivalries. Shooter "The Dark End of the Street" (N) Law & Order: S.V.U. "Rhodium Nights" 
(53) FOOD (53) Chopped Chopped Chopped "Jump For Bok Choy" Chopped "Back in Time" Chopped "Grill Masters: Battle Two" (N) Chopped "Cooking Caribbean" 
(54) HGTV (54) Fixer Upper Fixer "Couple Seeks a Unique Fixer" Fixer Upper Fixer "Rustic Italian Dream Home" Good Bones (N) House Hunters House Hunters 
(56) FX (56) (5:00) ��� Fast & Furious 6 ('13, Act) Paul Walker, Dwayne Johnson, Vin Diesel. �� Furious 7 (2015, Action) Paul Walker, Jason Statham, Vin Diesel. Fast & Furious 6 ('13, Action) Vin Diesel.
(57) CNN (57) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N) CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N) Anderson Cooper 360 Anderson Cooper 360 CNN Tonight With Don Lemon 
(58) FNC (58) The Five Hannity Tucker Carlson Tonight The Five Hannity Tucker Carlson Tonight 
(61) CNBC (61) Shark Tank The Profit "Marijuana Millions" (N) Shark Tank Shark Tank The Profit "Marijuana Millions" Paid Program Paid Program 
(63) BRAV (63) Below Deck "The Dubrovnik Wedgie" Below Deck "Swing Shift" Below Deck: Mediterranean Below Deck: Mediterranean (N) A Night With (N) Real Housewives WatchWhat Below Deck 
(64) TCM (64) Movie (:45) ��� The Unguarded Hour ('36) Loretta Young, Franchot Tone. Gentlemen Are Born ('34, Rom) Ann Dvorak, Franchot Tone. �� Quality Street ('37) Franchot Tone, Katharine Hepburn. Movie 
(65) SYFY (65) (4:30) Legion ('10) ��� Hellboy (2004, Sci-Fi) John Hurt, Selma Blair, Ron Perlman. Face Off "Amusing Aliens" (N) ��� Zombieland (2009, Action) Jesse Eisenberg, Emma Stone, Woody Harrelson. 
(162) RFD (162) (5:30) Cattlemen Chasing-Madison Horsemanship "Water for Life" Chris Cox Rural Eve. News Ag PhD Cattlemen to Cattlemen Chasing-Madison Product Showcase 


