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Sexual assault aftermath

Dear Annie: Shortly, I will shower
and prepare to spend the day with my
ex-boyfriend. “Pat” is 60, and I am 67.
He started drinking when he was 14
and has always been a drinker, but it
didn’t interfere too much with our lives
until last spring, when he started drink-
ing heavily and stayed drunk for
weeks.

It was about a month into
his bender when I invited my
grown  daughter  “Elizabeth”
to stay while her apartment
was being fumigated. That
night, Pat went downstairs to
the sofa and attempted to sexu-
ally assault her. She left scream-
ing. I was in shock. An hour later,
my other daughter, “Samantha,”
called and told me to leave and get
to her house, that I should not stay with
Pat.

By the time I got to Samantha’s house,
the police were there to interview Eliza-
beth. She had called them. (I did not have
any say in this, but [ was OK with it.)
They arrested Pat that night.

The next morning, Pat called to ask me
to bail him out. I said no. I started mov-
ing my stuff out, and I moved in with my
daughter.

Now comes the hard part. He wants me
to be his support while he recovers from
all his years of drinking. He does not have
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any friends. I don’t have any friends any-
more, either.

My girls have told me not to see him
or talk to him. They have made very clear
that if I do, I won’t be part of this fam-
ily. But I feel so bad for him. Is there a
way to open dialogue with my daughters
so I can do this? I will not return
to him as his girlfriend. I will not
move back to that house or spend
a night there. I am seeing a coun-
selor, and so is he. Should I try,
or should I walk away for good?
— “Margaret”

Dear Margaret: If you’ve
written to me looking for the
answer your counselor won’t
give you, I’ll have to disappoint
you. You must run, not walk,
away from this man and into the
arms of your loving daughters. It sounds
as if those two can offer the clearheaded
perspective you so badly need right
now. Do not alienate them by spending
more time with the man who attempted
to assault Elizabeth. What he did is
unforgivable.

Your desire to rescue him, your belief
that you’re responsible for his happiness
— these are classic traits of people who
live with alcoholics. Please seriously con-
sider attending an Al-Anon meeting. You
can find one in your area by visiting http://
www.al-anon.org.

TOMORROW'’S HOROSCOPE
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). Holding on makes
a person strong, and so does letting go. It’s just
a different muscle group. There is no decision to
be made here, really, just grace to be claimed in
whichever situation applies best.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). When the facts don't
match up with what you thought they’d be, this
presents a challenge. Many people deal with this
simply by shoring up the facts until they match their
preconceptions. Watch out for that, and don't take
part in it.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You've qualities that
come from your cellular lineage and other qualities
you picked up along the way. Then there’s a part of
you that can't be claimed at the cellular or psycho-
logical level. You'll act from that spiritual truth today.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Actions have conse-
quences and yet can seem to be strangely incon-
sequential, too. Mostly it's a time-lapse issue. What
feels like excruciating minutiae in real time will be
revealed to be meaningful work in retrospect.

usually more options than the ones first presented
to you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). In the same way that
a shoe sets the tone for an outfit, there are some
foundational beliefs and attitudes that set the mood
of this whole day. Just because a terrible old shoe
fits doesn't mean you should still wear it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). While you make
something (a plan, a picture, a bed, the sale)
you’re having an experience. Whatever the out-
come may be, the experience will stand on its own
merit if the endeavor is a worthy one.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). What you once
thought of as work now seems more like a form
of prayer. That’s not to say it's automatically easy.
Praying can have its own difficulties, especially if
you’re new at it.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). At times the work
laid before you seems absurd in a way that only
you are seeing. This is made plain when you laugh
and they don’t or when you tilt your head at what
they unquestionably accept.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You'll be making
room for the next generation to contribute, not
because your turn is over, but because you appre-
ciate the influence and realize the importance of
staying ever fresh at every stage and age.

TOMORROW’S BIRTHDAY (July 6). You're so
loved, but that’s not even the best part. The best
part is that you appreciate and fully receive the gift
and pure energy of this. You'll acquire new tools
and resources in August. You'll be put in charge of
more people, and you’ll contribute positively to the
lives of others. Travel and winning sports teams
will be the fun of 2018. Leo and Pisces adore you.
Your lucky numbers are: 7, 3, 39, 14 and 25.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). If you're going to have a
dispute, be sure to define the terms of it — the
narrower the better. There’s little influence to be
gained by taking people on with broadly different
views, although you’ll sharpen your arguments in
the process.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Time is supposed to
prevent everything from happening at once, and
yet it may fall down on the job today, at least in
your case. Your popularity surges — a hard thing to
keep up with.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Much will be asked

of you: things you don’t want to do, things you

do want to do, things that fit both categories and
seem inextricably linked. Just remember, there are

BLONDIE

’ w , k 5 Ry /=2

I'VE SEEN 5O MANY OF THESE “TERMS OF | |Ganiiine o rie Stoet T RessonmeLy (| o .

/_\\ / $EIZ\/ICE" AGREEMENT$ NOW I : \%_ﬂWAS MADE IN AMERICA? | ¢ SURE [ WAS &
\'F@’/ﬁ R\, JUST CLICK WITHOUT a
& {:@ ’ /é READING THEM. ¢! >
y @' — FAMILIARITY BREEDS | \QT\

M CONSENT! i ﬁ&% Q i ’

! Zes N SVt

THATABABY SALLY FORTH
When OKAY, EVERYONE. WE'RE “WVARAN”2 THAT YEAH, WE'RE LIKE SIX MILES AWAY
PHSGRg Casting PARKED IN THE VARAN LOT. TAKE SEEMS LIKE A FROM THE PARK HOTEL. SO HOPEFULLY

+he vole of PHOTOS OF THE SIGN SO WE CAN } LESSER-KNOWN | THERE'S A TRAM COMING OR A GOLF CART

PLAUROUSE

donut

X/

Julive Caesar,
always pick
o yel\ly

KAIJU. NEARBY WITH THE KEYS STILL IN IT.

peniosas S1UBL PLIOW ou] ‘S1eoIpUAS Sameas Buil Aq £102Q)

PHOEBE AND HER UNICORN

7-5
ugly san
R y ﬁ)‘sl?
$

re
dals.
YD)

A /5

L\ )

I can’t keep doing this.

CANNON-
DAL

©2017 Dana Simpson  Dist. Andrews McMeel Syndication

I'D LIKE TO
REPORT A
SIDE EFFECT.

\ Qe i m
o Dist. by Creators ~ 7-5+(7 Q* >

JohnHartStudios.com Facebook com/BCcomic

LOLA

WHERE THE ON "HOW TO USE A SPORK"
GOVERNMENT PAMPHLETS?
RECOMMENDS.

RAY, WILL YOU PLEASE THE THERMOSTAT THE SAME GOVERNMENT THAT
TURN UP THE AC.? IS SET EXACTLY SPENT 10 MILLION DOLLARS

A

\)

SAN0Z Ao SMSIPUY 40 110ARIOPPOLL 102

DILBERT
KEVIN, THE IMMERSIVE | T HAVE TO KEEP : ’
VR EMPLOYEE 5| REMINDING MYSELF | R il
¢| THAT YOUR ORGANIC |:| LEAST , :
I HAVE TO KEEP s|  PERSONALITYWAS || "IM  T1eeiTock
REMINDING MYSELF 15| | ONG AGO REPLACED  |2| REALI T1ck-_Tock
THAT YOU DON'T ©] WITH PRESCRIPTION |2 ’ i
REALLY EXIST. MEDICATIONS. § | )
/ 5
g \ )'"“ g
- e
Q ~
BIZARRO

I'M SEEING PROGRESS HERE—
YOU’RE ON THE COUCH
INSTEAD OF UNDER IT.

[ i{;’\/—

SUGANCAM.CA

@T—Ju Ly 4" CANINE Tﬁam»?\

THE ZEN AWARDS

Thanke for
wothing,

Pist W King Features =g © ‘
BIZARRO.COM N Pgu
Facebook.com/ BizarroComie¢ 75007

"BEWARE | |
OF
DOG

T T
, 11

Ak
mut

.com

7 ’
. www.kingfeatures.com

VERY
OPINION-
ATED.

BABY BLUES

NON SEQUITUR

HoW To TELL
WHEN 1T MIGET
BE TIME ™
LAWYER UF.

e
%2
\

=
P

[T l‘\“\\‘\(‘\!\”
‘” MHH\ \l

PI6T. BY ANDRENS IREEL GINDICATION
GOCONICE . CONV/ NONGEQUITUR

iA;A"@zon WILEY INK, LT, 7-5 Ol WILEY INK@EARTHLINK NET

WIZARD OF ID

OUZ GROCERN STORE

EveERN
15 S0

d,

babyblues, om

—/

ONE TW
FRIENDL
T

SN
NI\ HELPEUL,
™~
, O

©2017, BABY BUES PARTLERSHIP DIST, By KING FEATVAES SYMOILATE 7-6

ZITS

THANK YOU,
ARTHUR C.COACHELLA
RETIREES! YOUVE
BEEN AGREAT AUD-

LAY
S S
?.Q‘?A““ ‘4 A

zitscomics.com

YOURE GOING TO AIT
ON ME AT CALLAHANS
TOMORROW NiHT

| AFRAID T
WiLL HAVE
T0 DECLINE

©2017 ZITS Parnership. Dist.by King Fesiures

PINNER!
THEYGO? / [T5 AAMOST
4:00!

RETANER F0R ANy /|
FUTDRE WES7 S

7
Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

© 2017 UFS, Inc.




