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Clatsop County’s season-
ally adjusted unemployment 
rate in March was 3.8 percent, 
down slightly from the month 
prior, the same as statewide 
unemployment and lower than 
the U.S. average.

The county had the 
eighth-lowest unemployment 
rate in the state.

In March, the private sector 
added 140 jobs. Leisure and 
hospitality added 160 posi-
tions, while trade, transporta-
tion and utilities dropped 30.

Nonfarm payroll employ-
ment was 18,400 in March, 
230 more than the year prior 
for a growth rate of 1.3 per-
cent. Over the past year, the 
retail sector has grown by 140 
positions, and education and 
health services by another 50. 
Local government added 80 
positions over the past year, 
although education shed 70 
jobs.

March seasonally adjusted 
unemployment was 4.9 per-
cent in Columbia County 
and 3.9 recent in Tillamook 
County.

Clatsop County 
unemployment 
rate falls to  
3.8 percent

State gives OK  

after tests show  

safe domoic levels

EO Media Group

OLYMPIA, Wash. — 
State shellfish managers on 
Tuesday gave a green light 
for six days of razor clam 
digging on the Long Beach 
Peninsula after tests found 
the clams are safe to eat. The 
peninsula’s daily limit is 
being increased to 25 clams.

This means the Long 
Beach Razor Clam Festival 
will be able to proceed as 
planned this weekend, start-
ing with clam-digging les-

sons Saturday at 6:45 a.m. 
and Sunday at 7:30 a.m. at 
the Bolstad Pavilion near the 
north end of the boardwalk.

Many other events are 
planned, including clam-re-
lated contests 8 a.m. to noon 
Saturday at Long Beach 
Dennis Co., clam chowder 
contests for amateurs and 
professionals from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Saturday at Long 
Beach Elks Lodge and a 
clam fritter cook-off from 
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 
at Veterans Memorial Park 
just east of the police station 
between Pacific Avenue and 
Oregon Street.

State shellfish managers 
agreed to increase the daily 
limit to 25 for the digs at 
Long Beach, which has been 
closed much of the razor 
clam season due to elevated 

marine toxin levels, said Dan 
Ayres, Washington Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife 
coastal shellfish manager. 

“We wanted to provide 
diggers with some addi-
tional opportunity at Long 
Beach since we know there 
are plenty of clams there for 
harvest,” Ayres said.

Recent tests found 
domoic toxin levels at all 
Washington ocean beaches 
met health standards, but the 
Washington Department of 
Health asked for one more 
test to be sure, Ayres said. 
That new set of samples 
taken Sunday all came back 
within safe limits of 19 parts 
per million or less.

Long Beach razor clam dig good to go
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Seattle resident Bradley 

Sweek came to Seaview 

to dig clams last spring. 

A large crowd is likely to 

do the same this coming 

weekend.
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WARRENTON — The 
Warrenton City Commission 
voted 3-1 Tuesday to allow 
multifamily housing develop-
ment in commercial zones.

Acting Mayor Henry Bal-
ensifer was the sole “no” vote. 
He said after the meeting that 
the amendment to the munic-
ipal code chips away at the 
code without a comprehen-
sive, overall plan for how the 
city could and should develop 
into the future.

“This does not keep in line 
with current plans, particularly 
our community vision plan,” 
he said.

At a prior commission 
meeting, Balensifer indicated 
he was not against the amend-
ment in general, but was con-
cerned about allowing this 
development in certain down-
town corridors along Harbor 
Street and South Main Avenue.

At the meeting, he asked 
the commissioners to consider 
amending the language of the 
amendment to exclude a por-
tion of this downtown corri-
dor. No other commissioner 
seconded and the amendment 

passed as presented by city 
staff.

The amendment will allow 
multifamily housing devel-
opment in commercial zones, 
with the exception of land along 
U.S. Highway 101, SE Mar-
lin and SW Dolphin avenues. 
Multifamily dwellings could be 
neighbors with various types of 
shops, storage or distribution 
facilities, clinics, rental busi-
nesses, churches or commercial 
buildings with residences on the 
second floor, among others.

In other business:
• The City Commission 

approved a lease with the War-
renton School District, tem-
porarily moving the Warren-
ton Community Library from 
its current location in a deteri-
orating building in Hammond 
to the old Serendipity Cafe at 
160 SE Main.

The city will put $15,000 it 
had planned to use to recarpet 
City Hall toward the lease and 
the library’s moving expenses. 

“We believe this to be more 
than adequate to finance the 
relocations, and any remain-
ing balance will fall to begin-
ning fund balance for next fis-
cal year,” stated a memo to the 
commission from City Man-
ager Linda Engbretson.

Warrenton changes 
code to encourage 
more local housing
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WARRENTON — War-
renton Police Chief Mathew 
Workman joked that if you 
looked up “local” in the dic-
tionary, you’d find a picture 
of acting Mayor Henry Bal-
ensifer. But right below it, he 
said, would be a picture of 
the police department’s new-
est hire, Joshua Hollaway.

Hollaway, who was born 
in Astoria and raised in War-
renton, was sworn in as the 
city’s newest police offi-
cer at a City Commission 
meeting Tuesday. Balen-
sifer administered the oath 
of office.

“We’re really proud to 
have him and very excited,” 
Workman said later. When 
he hires officers who grew 
up in the area “you want to 
be sure they’re the right fit 
because that can present 
challenges in a small town 
where you know everyone 
and everyone knows you,” 
Workman said. But Holla-
way: “He’ll be fine.”

“He’s a good fit for our 
community.”

The department now has 
nine police officers and three 
reserve police officers. Work-
man still hopes to fill two 
additional police officer spots 
the city approved recently. 

Recruitment is difficult 
at small, rural departments 
and the Warrenton Police 
Department has worked with 
a skeleton crew for years. 
Now, said Workman, “We’re 
playing catch up.”

Hollaway officially 
started at the Warrenton 
Police Department in April 
and began his field training 
with another officer. Since 
he came to the department 
with no law enforcement 
experience and has months 
of training ahead of him, 

he probably won’t be a full 
police officer, on the road 
by himself, until the start of 
next year, Workman said.   

Hollaway is scheduled 

to go to police academy in 
May. When that ends in Sep-
tember, he will still have to 
complete another round of 
training and evaluation.

Warrenton swears in new police officer
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Warrenton Police Department’s newest officer, Joshua Hollaway, is sworn in by acting 

Mayor Henry Balensifer Tuesday.

 If you hurt,

 especially in a joint, 

 use ice; it reduces inflammation and 

 pain and shortens healing time. You 

 can get a burn from ice just like with 

 heat, so don’t leave it on for more 

 than 20 minutes. Most problems get 

 better more quickly with ice. Heat 

 feels good, but may seriously make 

 problems worse. As long as there is 

 pain and/or swelling, continue ice; it 

 can be done as often as once an hour. 

 Would you heat a cut? No, because it 

 would keep bleeding —that is what 

 happens inside where you can’t see it.

 A :

 Should I use 
 heat or cold?

 Q:

 ASTORIA
 CHIROPRACT I C

 503 -3 25-3 3 11
 2935 M a rin e Drive, 
 As to ria , Orego n

 Ba rry S ea rs , D.C .

Q:

A:

I need a good calendar 
and reminder app.

Astorias 
Best.com

LEO FINZI

M-F 10-6  Sat . 11-4

77 11th Street, Suite H 
Astoria, OR

503-325-2300

How low can 
we go? we  

beat all  
on-line prices!

In Windows 10, click 
on the date and time 

in the bottom right hand 
corner.  Click on a date, then 
the “+” to add your event 
to the calendar.  Add the 
Outlook app to your phone, 
available from the Apple App 
Store, Google Play Store, 
or Windows Store.  Set a 
Reminder 15, 30, 60 min., 
or a day, or even a week in 
advance. Voila!!  Never miss 
an important event again.

Consult

PROFESSIONAL
a

 Do you have a 
 price match 
 policy? If so, 
 what is it? 

 Q:

 At Roby’s we will 
 match any competitive 

 advertised price from an 
 authorized dealer. We belong 
 to one national and one 
 regional buying group that 
 allows us to compete with any 
 dealer, including the “big 
 box” retailers.

 A :

 Roby’s
 Furniture & Appliance

 Tillamook • (503) 842-7111
 1126 Main Ave 

 Lincoln City • (541) 996-2177
 6255 SW Hwy. 101 

 Newport • (541) 265-9520
 5111 N. Coast Hwy.

 Florence •  (541)997-8214
 18th & Hwy. 101

 Astoria • (503)325-1535
 1555 Commercial Street

 Store Hours
 Mon. - Fri. 9:30 to 5:30
 Saturday 10:00 to 5:00

 More Locations:

2111 Exchange St., Astoria, Oregon  •  503-325-4321

www.columbiamemorial.org  •  A Planetree-Designated Hospital

1.  CMH cares for  
 the whole family.

2.  You can pay your bill online.

3.  CMH provides an athletic trainer to  
 schools at no cost.

4.  Our volunteers are priceless! 
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conceal carry

permit classes
May 3rd

1pm and 6pm

$45 Oregon-only
$80 multi-State (Oregon included no-fee)

BEST WESTERN
555 Hamburg Ave, Astoria, OR

Required class to get an Oregon or multi-State 
permit. Class includes:
• Fingerprinting & photo
• Oregon gun laws
• Washington gun laws
• Interstate travel laws
• Interaction with law enforcement
• Use of deadly force
• Firearm / ammunition / holster selection

360.921.2071
FirearmTrainingNW.com : FirearmrainingNW@gmail.com


