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Oregon drops several defenses in billion-dollar timber lawsuit
By MATEUSZ PERKOWSKI
Capital Bureau

ALBANY — The state has conceded that a class-action lawsuit
seeking $1.4 billion for insufficient
timber harvests isn’t blocked by the
statute of limitations.
The state government has also
dropped its argument that county
governments and local taxing districts don’t have legal standing to sue for alleged breach of
contract.
Last year, Linn County filed a
lawsuit accusing the state of violating contracts with 15 counties by
reducing logging on about 650,000
acres of forestland the counties had
donated to the state.
The lawsuit was certified as a
class action by Linn County Circuit
Judge Daniel Murphy, which means
the 15 counties and roughly 150 taxing districts, such as schools and fire
departments, were joined as plaintiffs in the case.
Since then, Clatsop County and
a few smaller taxing districts have
opted out of the lawsuit.
Attorneys for the plaintiffs had

asked the judge to eliminate 12
“affirmative defenses” intended to
shield the state from the lawsuit.
During oral arguments on Thursday, Oregon’s attorneys agreed
to drop several of these defenses,
including the expiration of the
statute of limitations, the plaintiffs’ lack of legal standing and the
court’s lack of jurisdiction over the
case.
However, Oregon’s attorneys also
argued for the validity of remaining
defenses, such as the claim that the
federal Endangered Species Act and
Clean Water Act preclude the level
of logging sought by the plaintiffs.
Counties turned over the forestlands in the early 20th century in
return for a share of timber revenues,
but plaintiffs claim Oregon has curtailed logging due to environmental
and recreational considerations.
Even if the Oregon’s contract
with the counties did require timber
revenues to be maximized, that’s no
longer possible because federal laws
effectively impose limits on logging,
said Scott Kaplan, attorney for the
state.
“That purpose, if there was such a

purpose, can’t be satisfied,” he said.
This defense isn’t valid because
the lawsuit only seeks to recover
damages for lost revenues from
lawfully harvested timber, argued
John DiLorenzo, attorney for the
plaintiffs.
Oregon’s reduction in timber harvest goes beyond what’s required by
federal law, he said. “Honoring federal requirements is built into the
calculation of damages.”
Oregon’s “greatest permanent
value” rule for managing state forests, enacted in 1998, is blamed by
plaintiffs for causing the harvest
reductions.
Attorneys for the state government say the “greatest permanent
value” rule conforms with Oregon
law and the Oregon Department
of Forestry is complying with the
rule, which is a valid defense to the
breach of contract claim.
DiLorenzo said the plaintiffs
agree that the Department of Forestry is following the rule, but they
simply want to recover damages
resulting from that compliance.
“We’re not seeking to void the
rules,” he said.

Washington state man arrested
for kidnapping following chase
By JACK HEFFERNAN
The Daily Astorian

After leading police on
a roughly 20-minute chase
Wednesday from Seaside to
Astoria with his girlfriend and
daughter in the car, a Washington state man was arrested
on charges of kidnapping and
eluding police.
Seaside Police responded
to a disturbance call at a residence on the 1300 block of
Second Avenue at 8:15 p.m.
When police arrived, the couple, with their young daughter in the back seat, were seen
driving away from the area.
Police stopped the vehicle
about a block away from the
residence. The driver, Christopher Rogich, 24, of Roy,
Washington, allegedly did not
comply with officers’ requests
to exit the car and instructed
his girlfriend to do the same.
Rogich drove away from the
scene moments later. His girlfriend asked him to pull over

and called 911 during the pursuit, Seaside Police Chief
Dave Ham said.
The chase ended on the
Youngs Bay Bridge near Astoria at 8:36 p.m., and Rogich was taken into custody.
He is facing charges of second-degree
kidnapping,
attempt to elude police with

a vehicle, interfering with a
peace officer, reckless driving and five counts of reckless
endangering.
Rogich faces up to 22 years
in prison if convicted on all
charges. Circuit Court Judge
Dawn McIntosh set bail at
$250,000 at a Thursday afternoon arraignment.
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Fourteen counties and roughly 130 tax districts are involved in a $1.4
billion lawsuit that accuses Oregon’s government of insufficiently logging state forests.
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CRUISE
September 9-16, 2017
Starting at $899*

Pick of the Week

Beans
Senior Maine Coon
Look-a-Like
Where would we be
without someone to talk to
and a little face
to look up at us a heartbeat at our feet?

Join us on this AAA Hosted Cruise, sailing out of Seattle’s scenic
Puget Sound aboard Holland America’s classic ms Eurodam.
Enjoy up to $50 shipboard credit per stateroom, an onboard
social reception, and other AAA surprises!

CALL DEBBIE SCHINDLER AT 503.861.3118
AAA North Coast, 135 South Highway 101, Warrenton
*All pricing is per person, double occupancy, cruise only, and subject to change and availability. Air, transfers, fuel
surcharges, government taxes and fees are additional. Shipboard credit is up to $25 per person for a maximum of $50
per stateroom. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

(More on http://Petfinder.com/ )
Sponsored
By

BAYSHORE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

CLATSOP COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

1315 SE 19th Street, Warrenton • 861- PETS
www.dogsncats.org

Noon to 4pm, Tues-Sat

Spring is here!
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It’s time to start those home improvement projects you’ve been
planning over the winter months – and the Clatsop County
Building Codes Division is here to help you.
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CMH cares for
the whole family.
You can pay your bill online.
CMH provides an athletic trainer to
schools at no cost.
Our volunteers are priceless!

2111 Exchange St., Astoria, Oregon • 503-325-4321
www.columbiamemorial.org • A Planetree-Designated Hospital

GET A PERMIT – Permits are required for all new
construction as well as for speciﬁc alterations to existing
homes, including structural, plumbing, mechanical and
electrical changes. The person performing the work, whether
the homeowner or a contractor, is responsible for obtaining all
necessary permits.
GET THE RIGHT HELP – If you are considering hiring a
contractor, be certain that person is licensed. Contractors are
required to be licensed, bonded and insured to protect their
businesses as well as you and your home. The true value of a
permit lies in the expert inspection of your project that comes
with it. Hiring a professional licensed contractor can save you
money by utilizing code-compliant processes, implementing
sustainable practices, and getting the job right the ﬁrst time.
Do I need a permit for this project? Is my contractor licensed?
Clatsop County Building Codes can answer these and other
home-improvement questions.

GIVE US A CALL AT (503) 338-3697

