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Six arrested in Seaside drug bust
Meth, heroin found
The Daily Astorian

Six people were arrested in
Seaside early Tuesday morning on drug trafficking charges.
Authorities found methamphetamine, heroin, prescription pills, digital scales, packaging materials and a handgun

at a residence in the 222 Third
Ave. apartment complex.
Howard Lefstein, 41; Clarissa Moore, 28; Sean Navarre,
42; Holly Sanders, 30; Alisha
Lowenberg, 29; and Travis
Carow, 39, were all arrested.
Daniel Greenfield, 28; Courtney Betzer, 28; and Andrew
Paulson, 36, were cited and
released for frequenting a

place where controlled substances are used.
The Clatsop County
Sheriff’s Office had been
leading the drug trafficking investigation and made
the arrests with help from
the Seaside Police Department. Additional charges
may follow as the investigation continues.

The Daily Astorian

Hoarding more than 40
cats in her car, a Washington
state woman was arrested
Monday night in Warrenton.
Kathryn St. Clare, 58, of
Lake Stevens, was arrested
for two warrants — each
carrying 10 counts of animal cruelty in Washington
— as well as 30 new animal
neglect charges.
An officer spotted her
vehicle in the Fred Meyer
parking lot off U.S. Highway 101 just after 6:30 p.m.

Police search for suspect with forged traveler’s checks
By JACK HEFFERNAN
The Daily Astorian

North Coast businesses fell
victim to multiple forged traveler’s checks earlier this month.
Police are searching for a suspect who passed three checks —
in Astoria, Cannon Beach and
Rockaway Beach — on April 7.
The affected businesses lost $300.
The Astoria Police Department sent photos of a suspect
along to law enforcement agencies on the Oregon and northwest California coasts. The
suspect is described as a white
male, roughly 60 years old, 5
feet 9 inches tall with a stocky
build. He has long blonde hair,
blue eyes, a mole near his nose
and was last seen wearing an
orange sweater.
A boost in tourism the past
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North Coast businesses fell victim to forged traveler’s checks.

few weeks may have led to the
crimes, Police Chief Brad Johnston said.
“When our retailers are busy
is when we get a lot of the forgeries,” he said. “It’s not something
that can easily be identified.”
Businesses can avoid accept-

State Senate passes bill
that sets deadlines for
public records requests
By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

SALEM — The state Senate has passed a bill to set a
deadline for public bodies
to respond to public records
requests.
If passed by the House, the
deadline would set a precedent
in Oregon, where government
entities effectively have an
unlimited time to respond to
requests. Oregon is one of the
few states without a deadline.
“This is a transparency and
government accountability bill
that puts a time frame on how
quickly government agencies have to respond to public records requests,” said state
Sen. Lee Beyer, D-Springfield.
“It requires a timely response
so that our government records
are open to the public without
unreasonable delays.”
The legislations also can
help prevent “the tactic of sitting on public records requests
for a long period of time to
avoid disclosing something,”
Beyer said.
Senate Bill 481, a product
of a task force convened by
Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum, passed by a 29-0 vote.
The bill requires public
bodies to respond to requests
within five days and furnish
public records within at least
10 days, or provide a written
statement explaining when the
request will be fulfilled.
The legislation also charges
the Attorney General’s Office
with cataloguing the state’s
more than 500 exemptions to
the public records law, so it
can be searched by the public.
“During more than a year
of task force meetings and listening sessions with journalists, advocates and the public
we heard loud and clear that
our public records laws are
in need of reform. This bill
addresses the issue of lack of
timely access to records and
begins to address the confusion created by 40 years of
piecemeal exemptions to laws
originally intended to promote transparency,” Rosenblum said in a statement.
Vague language in existing
law puts no enforceable deadline on public bodies to disclose records. Under the bill, if
an agency fails to respond by
the deadline, it is considered a
denial, and the requestor may
appeal the denial to the Attorney General’s Office.
The law states such government entities must respond

to requests “as soon as practicable without unreasonable
delay.”
Administrative changes
ordered by Gov. Kate Brown
require agencies to have a
written protocol for those
seeking to access records.

ing forged checks by watching customers sign them and

looking for signs of tampering or signature inconsistencies. Authentic traveler’s
checks will have features such
as a sharply defined image, a
watermark under the MasterCard goddess when held up to
the light and a background that
disappears when touched by a
wet finger.
Businesses can call 800-2237373 to verify traveler’s checks.
Anyone who may have received
one of these checks or has information about the suspect is
encouraged to contact Sgt. Chris
McNeary at 503-325-4411 or
cmcneary@astoria.or.us.

conceal carry
permit classes

It matched the description of a
car authorities had been trying
to locate for about a month.
The officer and animal control personnel later found 42
cats in the car, one of which
had died a number of days ago.
The cat’s cause of death is not
yet known.
An overwhelming smell of
cat urine and feces emanated
from the car. The cats were

removed and given fresh water
and food at the Clatsop County
Animal Shelter.
St. Clare told the officer
she was trying to keep them
from being seized by Washington authorities, Warrenton
Police Chief Mathew Workman said.
Additional charges may
follow as the investigation
continues.

Consult
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Q:Can you help with

my dental phobia?

If there was a way,
A: Yes!
with oral sedation, that

JEFFREY M. LEINASSAR
DMD, FAGD

503/325-0310
1414 MARINE DRIVE
ASTORIA
www.smileastoria.com

May 3rd
1pm and 6pm

our patients could have their
treatment accomplished in
minimal visits,with no pain
and little memory of the
experience, would this be more
encouraging? The obvious
answer should be a resounding
yes. If interested to see if you
are a candidate for this service,
call 503-325-0310 for your
complimentary evaluation by
bringing this coupon to your
office visit.

Q:Does Medicare

cover chiropractic
care?

BEST WESTERN
555 Hamburg Ave, Astoria, OR
$45 Oregon-only
$80 multi-State (Oregon included no-fee)
Required class to get an Oregon or multi-State
permit. Class includes:
• Fingerprinting & photo
• Oregon gun laws
• Washington gun laws
• Interstate travel laws
• Interaction with law enforcement
• Use of deadly force
• Firearm / ammunition / holster selection

ASTORIA

it does! Medicare
A: Yes,
covers chiropractic

503-325-3311

services. If you have
secondary insurance, that
can help as well!
Call us today for more
information or to schedule
your appointment.

2935 Marine Drive
Astoria, Oregon

Now accepting new
patients.

CHIROPRACTIC
Barry Sears, D.C.

360.921.2071

FirearmTrainingNW.com : FirearmrainingNW@gmail.com

do I maintain
Q:How
privacy while surfing
the internet?

LEO FINZI

Astorias
Best.com

1
We gladly match or
beat all on-line prices!

check out our
beautiful location in
the

pier 11 mall!

M-F 10-6 Sat & Sun 11-4
77 11th Street, Suite H
Astoria, OR
503-325-2300

Virtual Private Network
A: A(VPN)
is an encrypted, private
connection. There is usually a
charge for that service. If you use
the OPERA browser, it is free.
Download Opera from Opera.com.
Click on Menu (top left of screen),
click Settings, then Privacy and
Security, then Enable VPN.
You can even make it appear
you are in Canada, Germany,
Netherlands, or Singapore by
clicking on the blue VPN rectangle
in the address bar and choosing a
different location.
We are here to help.
grandkids are
Q:The
coming this summer and
we’re looking for some
rainy day activities.

2
3

collecting, “the hobby of
A: Coin
kings,” is an ideal hobby that can

Scott McClaine

Clatsop

COIN
p.o.boX 1294
astoria, or 97103
503.298.3898
WWW.clatsopcoin.com

4
1.
2.
3.
4.

CMH cares for
the whole family.
You can pay your bill online.
CMH provides an athletic trainer to
schools at no cost.
Our volunteers are priceless!

2111 Exchange St., Astoria, Oregon • 503-325-4321
www.columbiamemorial.org • A Planetree-Designated Hospital

Loop-Jacobsen
Jewelers, Inc.

build life-long memories with grandpa
and grandma. Coin collecting can expose
kids to history, geography and math. For
example, the 1936 Cincinnati Music Center
Commemorative half dollar highlights
“America’s troubadour,” Stephen Foster.
The Whitman folders, at less than $5 each,
are a great starting point. The one cent
book holds about 90 coins. And starting
with the book that includes the child’s birth
year helps to build interest.
I’m at Antique Vintage Hardware Monday
through Saturday until April 29th. And I’m
always just a phone call away:
503-298-3898.

jewelry
Q: What
do you have
for Mother’s
Day?

A:
Frank & Judy VanWinkle
A family owned and
operated jewelry
store since 1919

(503) 325-6181
1360 Commercial
Astoria, Oregon

We have a line of
mother’s rings and
pendants in gold, silver and
Black Hills gold. We also
have lockets to put special
family photos in. Frank
also custom designs one of
a kind jewelry. We do
free engraving and gift
wrapping with your
purchases.

