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By ERICK BENGEL
The Daily Astorian

The Astoria Fire Depart-
ment parked its new ladder 
truck — a 2016-model chas-
sis from Pierce Manufacturing 
— outside City Hall on 11th 

Street before the City Council 
meeting Monday.

And, the department hopes, 
the vehicle will never have to 
be deployed for emergencies.

Behind it was the old truck, 
the 1988 Simon Duplex that 
made a cameo appearance in 

“Kindergarten Cop,” which 
was filmed in Astoria.

The city purchased the new 
truck for $904,777 in cash. It 
has a dual-rear axle, a ladder 
length of 105 feet and — at 
least for now — a “Goonies” 
sticker affixed to the rear.

Pierce personnel added the 
unordered decal after learn-
ing the truck was headed to 
Astoria, Fire Chief Ted Ames 
said. “The Goonies,” he dis-
covered, is a rather big deal 
in Wisconsin, home of Pierce 
headquarters.

New fire truck on display outside City Hall
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A 2016-model chassis from Pierce Manufacturing, the As-

toria Fire Department’s new ladder truck has a 105-foot 

ladder and a dual-rear axle.
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Pierce Manufacturing, the company that produced the 

Astoria Fire Department’s new ladder truck, affixed this 

Goonies sticker near the rear of the vehicle. Fire Chief 

Ted Ames learned “The Goonies” is apparently beloved in 

Wisconsin, where Pierce is based.
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The Astoria Fire Department’s new ladder truck was parked outside City Hall on Monday, with the older, smaller one 

behind it.

By JACK HEFFERNAN
The Daily Astorian 

The Astoria Police Depart-
ment is looking for three new 
officers for its staff of 16. 

One officer resigned, while 
two more accepted positions 
with the Clatsop County Sher-
iff’s Office just a month later 
in late March and early April. 
The department had previ-
ously hired an officer earlier 
this year, which filled a two-
year vacancy. 

The recent departures 
likely will lead to detectives 
taking on patrol shifts, hav-
ing only two officers work-
ing a given shift, fewer com-
munity outreach events and 
an increase in overtime pay, 
Police Chief Brad Johnston 
said. Johnston and Deputy 
Chief Eric Halverson may 
also need to respond to calls. 

The strains are already 
revealing themselves. One 
detective, for instance, will 
take some patrol shifts next 
week while also spending 
time preparing to testify in 
the trial of accused kidnap-
per and rapist Russell Wayne 
Deviney. 

“It’s going to be a very 
difficult time for our depart-
ment,” Johnston said.

While officers being hired 
at different agencies is fairly 
common, an exodus of this 
kind is pretty rare, Johnston 
said. Wages, jurisdiction sizes 
and specialization opportu-
nities all can contribute to 
an officer’s decision to apply 
elsewhere. 

“Each entity has its own 
personality,” Johnston said. 
“In police hiring, there’s not a 
lot of certainty until it’s close 
to the hire date.”

Though the department 
has been aware of the depar-

tures for weeks, it posted the 
job openings just last week. 
The delay allowed the depart-
ment to offer more competi-
tive wages after a recent col-
lective bargaining agreement 
between the city and the Asto-
ria Public Safety Association.  

Once a prospective officer 
passes background checks and 
psychological evaluations, he 
or she must complete one year 
of training at the state Depart-

ment of Public Safety Stan-
dards and Training. While 
the Astoria Police Depart-
ment plans to begin inter-
views toward the end of next 
month, any new hires will not 
be patrolling city streets any 
time soon. 

“I will be amazed if we 
have two people filled in 11 
months,” Johnston said. 

Astoria Police need to fill vacancies on force
Police Chief Brad Johnston 

said the department could 

have a difficult time while it 

fills vacancies.
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ROBERT CAIN LD,
45 Years of Experience

740 Ave H • Suite 2 • Seaside • (503)738-7710

RRO

FREE CONSULTATION • Dentures for all ages
New, Partials and Custom Dentures

Dentures for implants • Relines & Repairs
Denture repairs done same day!

Personal service and attention to detail
Open Wednesday and Friday 9-4:30 • 503-738-7710

LIMITED TIME OFFER
$750 PER DENTURE

(a $350 savings per arch)

Saturday, May 13th, 2017
Assistance League® the Columbia Pacifi c’s 10th Annual

Prizes generously donated by the following businesses:
(All tickets must be purchased in advance. A maximum of 2000 golf balls raffl e tickets will be sold. You do not have to be present to win)

4 Seasons Clothing, A Gypsy’s Whimsy, AAA of Oregon, Assistance League Members, Astoria Knappa Wishing Tree Program, Baked Alaska, Bikes & Beyond, Bridge-

water Bistro, Bruce’s Candy Kitchen, Cannery Pier Hotel, Cellar on 10th, City Lumber Co., Columbia River Maritime Museum, Columbia River Bar Pilots, Complete 

Beauty Med Spa & Salon, Doogers, Dots & Doodles, Driftwood Restaurant, Dundee Dining, Dutch Bros., Erickson Floral, Escape Lodging, Fairweathers House & 

Gallery, Finn Ware, Forsythea, Fulio’s Restaurant, Fultano’s & Funland, Gearhart Bowling Alley, Gearhart Crossing, Gearhart Golf Links, Gimre’s Shoes, High Life 

Adventures, Homespun Quilts, Human Bean, Liberty Theater, M’s Alterations & Dress Boutique, Maiden Oregon, Martin Hospitality, Old Town Framing, Prana Wellness 

Center, Purple Cow Toys, Rachel’s Quilts, Salon Verve, Shear Pleasures Salon, Silver Salmon Grille, Sisters Olive & Nut Co., T. Paul’s Urban Cafe, Ter Har’s, Vintage 

Hardware, Winekraft, Young at Heart Paper Crafting

11AM-12PM  Free for Kids: Golf Clinic & Putting Contest
 Kid’s Raffl e - Tickets $1.00 or 6 for $5.00
 (Bicycles & other great prizes - tickets sold at event)

11AM-1PM  BBQ Lunch $5.00, Kids under 5 eat Free!
 (Sponsors: Subway, Knutsen Insurance, Reed & Hertig)

12:15PM Helicopter Ball Drop - Free to attend
 (Balls landing closest to the pin Win!)

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS • FREE • NO ADMISSION REQUIRED

Help Clothe Kids

How to Win a Golf Drop Raffl e Package:
Buy Golf Balls pre-event for $5 per ball. Each ball represents 1 chance to 
win. Balls closest to pin WIN! 1 Prize per person Purchase tickets at Holly 

McHone Jewelers or contact assistanceleaguecolumbia@gmail.com

We are a volunteer organization focused on promoting self-esteem and emotional well being of children in our 
community. 100% of all proceeds go to children in Clatsop County. Visit us at: www.assistanceleaguecp.org

THANK YOU TO OUR MAJOR EVENT SPONSORS
Columbia River

Bar Pilots
Astoria Golf &
Country Club

Senator
Betsy Johnson Warrenton Fiber

Shindaiwa Fleet Week discounts apply only during the dealer promotion window 
date. See your participating dealer for details. *Fleet Week discount does not apply to 
Shindaiwa accessories. Not valid with any other offers.

  THIS SPRING GET PRE-SEASON 

FLEET DEALS 
FOR EVERYONE

MONDAY, APRIL 17, 2017
THROUGH

SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2017

20% OFF ALL 
SHINDAIWA UNITS*

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Hauer’s Lawn Care  
& Equipment

295 W Marine Dr. Astoria, OR 97103

503-325-8788

Come join us for our GRAND OPENING SALE

20% OFF
everything in the store all April along!

is NOW OPEN in our

new location at

3095 Hwy 101 N.
Gearhart, Oregon 
503-739-7015

IN & OUT GARDENING SUPPLY

 W A NTED

 Contact:   John Anderson • 360-269-2500

 Alder and Maple  Saw Logs   & Standing Timber

 N orth w es t H a rdw oods  • Lon gview , W A


