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By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Three former 
state environmental quality 
commissioners say they were 
fi red Wednesday by Gov. Kate 
Brown because they defi ed 
the governor in selecting a 
director for the Department of 
Environmental Quality.

Commissioners kept the 
Governor’s Office informed 
every step of the way in their 
search for a new director, but 
Gov. Brown did not make 
her wishes known until the 
“eleventh  hour,” former 
commission Chairwoman 
Colleen Johnson wrote in a 
statement.

“She went so far as to sug-
gest that any decision contrary 
to her wishes could have neg-
ative consequences,” Johnson 
wrote.

The three commission-
ers — Johnson and Morgan 
Rider and Melinda Eden — 
received a phone call early 
Wednesday informing them 
of Brown’s decision. The gov-
ernor’s news release on the 
change included the names of 
her nominees to replace the 
three commissioners, indicat-
ing the decision had been in 
the works for some time.

“After the past two years, 
it has become clear to Gov. 
Brown that the Environmen-
tal Quality Commission has 
not been able meet new chal-
lenges and implement poli-
cies that protect Oregonian’s 
air and water resources,” said 
Bryan Hockaday, a spokes-
man in Brown’s offi ce. “It is 
critical to Gov. Brown that 
leadership of the agency 
ensures DEQ achieves this 
mission.”

The commission selected 
Brown’s natural resources 
adviser, Richard Whitman, as 
DEQ director Feb. 15, follow-
ing a national search.

Whitman, who had 
been adviser to Gov. John 
Kitzhaber, then Brown, had 
served as interim director 
since October. That month, 
former Director Dick Ped-
ersen resigned amid scandal 
over the agency’s response to 
heavy  metal emissions in the 
Portland area.

The governor asserted 
that the process for hiring the 
director “did not signal a col-
laborative approach that will 
lead to signifi cant improve-
ments in the operations at 
DEQ,” Hockaday said.

“Gov. Brown is confi dent 
in Richard Whitman’s ability 
to guide DEQ, and by appoint-
ing new members to the EQC 
to support his leadership, she 
looks forward to a more col-
laborative and transparent 
approach to DEQ’s policy and 
rule making process.”

Johnson defended the 
commission’s process for 
selecting the director.

“We take extreme pride in 
the way those searches were 
conducted — open, impartial, 
and always informed by our 
judgment of what was best for 
the state and DEQ,” Johnson 
wrote. “After considerable 
time, effort, and deliberation, 
including a self-imposed two-
week delay to thoroughly and 
carefully consider the com-
ments from the Governor’s 

Offi ce, the commission unan-
imously decided to hire Rich-
ard Whitman.  Unfortunately, 
Gov.  Brown seems to feel that 
despite the clear language of 
(Oregon statute), the decision 
about the new director was 
really hers to make.”

She said the governor “is 
now trying to distance her-
self from the idea that our fi r-
ing has anything to do with 
the decisions about whom to 
hire as a director, rather say-
ing it was the process that 
concerned her.”

Yet Commissioners Sam 
Baraso and Ed Armstrong 
will remain on the commis-
sion, Johnson noted.

Brown has nominated 

Kathleen George, a member 
of the Grande Ronde Tribal 
Council; Wade Mosby, a 
founding member of the For-
est Stewardship Council; and 
Molly Kile, an associate pro-
fessor at Oregon State Uni-
versity, to replace them. If 
confi rmed by the Senate April 
26, they will start their new 
positions May 3.

The governor believes her 
new picks will bring new  per-
spectives to the commission 
and work more collabora-
tively with her offi ce, Hock-
aday said.

The Capital Bureau is a 
collaboration between EO 
Media Group and Pamplin 
Media Group.

Environmental commissioners 
defi ed governor’s orders, fi red
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 Gov. Kate Brown speaks during her State of the State ad-

dress in Portland  in 2015. The governor has fired three 

members of the state Environmental Quality Commission. 

By JACK HEFFERNAN
The Daily Astorian

Law enforcement offi cials 
 are requesting that a man who 
led police on a brief chase and 
then ran into his apartment 
Sunday night not be released 
from jail. 

Warrenton Police Chief 
Mathew Workman and Clatsop 
County Sheriff Tom Bergin 
contacted the District Attor-
ney’s Offi ce saying Edward 
Frederick Gates Sr., 38, of 
Warrenton, made threats to kill 
police during the incident.  

Workman said he makes 
such a request whenever a sus-
pect threatens to kill police in 
order to give them more time 
to decompress. Both Gates 
and the passenger in the car 
— Isaac Daniel Lyons, 23, 
of Warrenton — were listed 
on the county jail roster as of 
Thursday afternoon.

Warrenton Police Offi cer 
Tyler Johnston attempted to 

pull Gates over Sunday after he 
allegedly did not come to a com-
plete stop while pulling out of the 
Super Mart parking lot on South 
Main Avenue. He then drove  to 
an apartment building on  South-
west Cedar Avenue. 

When they reached the 
complex, Gates fl ed up to the 
second fl oor . Lyons, mean-
while, stayed in the parking lot . 

Once backup arrived, police 
arrested Lyons and charged 
him with resisting arrest and 
interfering with a police offi -
cer. He pleaded not guilty at an 
arraignment Monday.

Gates eventually surren-
dered himself to police more 
than 1 1/2 hours after they 
arrived at the apartment com-
plex. He was indicted earlier 
this week on seven charges, 
including  second-degree 
escape,  resisting arrest and  
recklessly endangering another 
person . “It was quite a fi asco,” 
Workman said. 

 Gates said at his fi rst 

arraignment Monday that 
he is fi ling a complaint with 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union over his treatment by 
police.

He is also facing harass-
ment and disorderly conduct 
charges stemming from a case 
earlier this month involving  his 
girlfriend.

Circuit Court Judge Cin-
dee Matyas ordered  that Gates 
have no contact with his girl-
friend, who was in the court-
room at the time. Gates, 
appearing from jail through 
 video, expressed his frustration 
with  the decision and became 
visibly upset. Matyas  asked to 
Gates calm down or  she would 
end the arraignment. 

“I’m not going to calm 
down,” Gates  said. 

Matyas then ended the 
arraignment. Gates  threw 
documents at the screen and 
stood up, telling deputies not 
to touch him before the video 
disconnected.

Local law enforcement claims 
Warrenton man threatened police
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Dewey, a handsome, playful and 
sweet 4½-year old has been 

waiting for over a year 
for his forever home!

503-861-7387    503-861-0737
www.dogsncats.org

Open 12-4 pm, Tues-Sat
1315 SE 19th St., Warrenton

“Dewey is a handsome boy that’s currently living at the shelter. He is very 
playful and listens to you. He really likes playing with balls, and will allow 

you to snuggle him and hug him and tickle him. Dewey is looking for a 
home where he will be treated kindly and is played with.

I had a very fun time playing and taking pictures with Dewey.”
Written by Nathan, son of CAA volunteer.

2240 Commercial Street, Astoria
503.325.6362

www.WalterENelson.com
Monday-Friday 8 am to 5 pm

More than just paints, stains 
and janitorial supplies!

Pool, Spa & 
Fountain

Packing
Materials

Oven & Grill 
Cleaners

Car & Truck Detailing Supplies
Super Strength Truck Cleaner

Vehicle Cleaning Products
(for use in Pressure Washers)

Custom Car Wash Solution
Wax Concentrates

Floor Cleaners, Concrete Floor Care, 
Finishes, Floor Restorers, Sealers & 

Strippers, Carpet Cleaners, 
Laundry Detergent, and MORE!

Volunteer

CLATSOP COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 
1315 SE 19th Street, Warrenton • 861- PETS
www.dogsncats.org Noon to 4pm, Tues-Sat

Sponsored 
By

Gary’s advice for Spring:
Breathe the air,
Drink the drink,
Taste the fruit,

Play with the dog!

1½-Year Old Pit Terrier Blend

Gary

(See more on Gary on 
http://Petfi nder.com/ )

Pick of the WeekPickPickPickPickPick

HEIGHTS APARTMENTS

EMERALD

Flower • Concentrates
Edibles • Beverages

Paraphernalia

Ilwaco • 133 Howerton Way
freedommarket420.com

Open 8am - 8pm

WARNING: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. There may be health risks associated 
with the consumption of this product. For use only by adults 21 and over. Keep out of reach of children. Marijuana 
can impair concentration, coordination, and judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence 

of this drug.

Check out our Blazing deals! 
Stay tuned for 420 Daily Specials!

 We’re Hiring!

 Experienced 

 caregivers for senior 

 homecare

 Long Beach, WA

 360-892-4442

 www.visitingangels.com

 W A NTED

 Contact:   John Anderson • 360-269-2500

 Alder and Maple  Saw Logs   & Standing Timber

 N orth w es t H a rdw oods  • Lon gview , W A


