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Board voted  
in January
By EDWARD STRATTON

The Daily Astorian

The governing board of the 
Sunset Empire Transit District 
voted 5-2 in January to opt out 
of a timber lawsuit brought by 
Linn County against the state.

The transit district was not 
included in a list of entities 
opting out, filed last month 
by Linn County’s lawyers. 
Mary Parker, the transit dis-
trict’s executive director, sent 
a press release on the board’s 
decision.

Commissioners Kathy 
Kleczek, Carol Gearin, Lylla 
Gaebel, Tracy MacDonald 
and Pamela Alegria voted to 
opt out. Commissioners Jim 

Servino and Kevin Widener 
opted to stay in.

“It was a long process,” 
Kleczek, chairwoman of the 
transit district, said. “We didn’t 
just jump to any conclusions.”

The board discussed the 
lawsuit by phone with attor-
neys representing Linn 
County, and heard from rep-
resentatives with the state For-
estry Department about timber 
management.

At the meeting in Janu-
ary before their votes, com-
missioners Gearin, Alegria 
and Gaebel shared their con-
cerns over the potential effects 
of the lawsuit in timber poli-
cies, the forest and watersheds. 
Servino and Widener cited 
their fiduciary responsibilities 
to the district in not turning 
down potential revenue. Klec-
zek said a majority of the tran-

sit district’s constituents sup-
ported leaving the lawsuit.

The lawsuit claims the state 
violated a contract to maxi-
mize sustainable timber har-
vests on state land since chang-
ing management priorities in 
1998 to include more recre-
ation and conservation efforts. 
It was certified a class action, 
growing to include more than 
15 counties and around 130 
taxing districts.

The counties and taxing 
districts, each of which stands 
to gain a sizable settlement if 
the lawsuit is successful, had 
until Jan. 25 to notify Linn 
County Circuit Court of the 
intent to opt out as plaintiffs. 
Most took no action, remain-
ing as plaintiffs in the lawsuit.

Clatsop County was the 
only timber county to opt out 
of the lawsuit, taking with it 

four county-controlled taxing 
districts. Sunset Empire Trans-
portation District joins Sun-
set Empire Parks and Recre-
ation District as the only other 
local county taxing districts to 
opt out.

Clatsop Community Col-
lege’s Board voted to opt out 
Jan. 24. But one board mem-
ber’s vote, submitted via 
email, was deemed invalid, 
resulting in a 3-3 tie and the 
college remaining in the law-
suit. The college has sent a let-
ter to the Linn County Circuit 
Court in an effort to leave the 
lawsuit.

The Port of Portland, Ben-
ton Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District, Clackamas Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict and Washington County 
Rural Fire Protection District 
No. 2. also opted out.

Transit district chooses 
to opt out of timber suit

New lunch spot 
opens this May
By EDWARD STRATTON

The Daily Astorian

Some new neighbors are 
coming to the downtown Asto-
ria Spexarth Building between 
11th and 12th streets, includ-
ing a new restaurant to replace 
Lindstrom’s Danish Maid 
Bakery.

Vicki and David McAfee, 
owners of A Gypsy’s Whimsy 
Herbal Apothecary, purchased 
the building from Marie 
Mitchum, widow of down-
town commercial real estate 
magnate William “Mitch” 
Mitchum. The building is the 
third of four built by promi-
nent former Astoria business-
man August G. Spexarth, Sr.

The couple is moving Gyp-
sy’s Whimsy across Com-
mercial Street into the former 
Toni’s Boutique, the middle of 
the building’s three storefronts. 
Forsythia, located in the west-
ernmost storefront, is stay-
ing. Recent Seattle transplants 
Heidi and Daniel Dlubac are 
opening Good to Go, a to-go 
lunch spot, in the former Lind-
strom’s Danish Maid Bakery.

Good to Go
Lindstrom’s, which since 

1986 had been owned and 
operated by the Lindstrom 
family, closed in September 
2015 after John Lindstrom, the 
sole baker, had his leg ampu-
tated following an infection. 
Lindstrom died in October.

The Dlubacs have been 
working with co-owner Jan 
Lindstrom, who’s been mov-
ing out and trying to sell the 
bakery’s equipment.

“It’s going to be a to-go 
soup, salad, sandwich and pas-
try shop,” Heidi Dlubac said of 
the new shop.

The two, hoping to open 
in May, want to offer a daily 
selection of soups, sandwiches 
and salads, along with a small 
selection of pastries, char-
cuterie, fruit and other to-go 
items. The shop will also have 
a machine turning out cinna-
mon and powdered miniature 
donuts.

The couple has been think-
ing about such a business for 
the past decade.

“We wanted to do it in a 
smaller town,” Heidi Dlubac 
said. “We’d visited here for the 
20 years we lived in Seattle, 
and it just dawned on us it was 
a perfect place for the shop.”

Heidi Dlubac’s background 
is in urban planning. Her hus-
band, Daniel, has worked as a 
chef in restaurants all around 
Chicago and Seattle.

“I think it’s every chef’s 
dream to be a chef-owner,” he 
said. “It’s always been a dream 
of mine.”

Astoria’s apothecary
The McAfees started their 

apothecary more than 15 years 
ago in what is now Metal Head 
on Marine Drive.

“When we first came here, 
people didn’t really know what 
an herbalist was,” David McA-
fee said.

But over the years, Vicki 
McAfee said, she built repu-
tation as a professional herb-
alist. In 2003, the couple were 
tipped off about a rare open-

ing on Commercial Street in 
the apothecary’s current loca-
tion, from which educational 

nonprofit Butterflies For-
ever had moved. Now the two 
face a short, albeit compli-

cated, move across Commer-
cial Street, hoping to open in 
mid-April.

“For me, the thing that’s 
terrifying is moving the hun-
dreds of thousands of pieces,” 
Vicki McAfee said of the 
shops wide-ranging collection 
of herbalist items and gift sec-
tion in the front of the store.

When the store first opened, 
Vicki McAfee said, the gifts 
were put up front to help draw 
in customers and sustain the 
business. Now that herbalism 
has become more established, 
she said, the herbs will go in 
front.

Downtown Spexarth building welcomes new tenants
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Heidi and Daniel Dlubac are opening Good to Go, a grab-and-

go lunch spot, in the former Lindstrom’s Danish Maid Bakery.
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David and Vicki McAfee have purchased the Spexarth Building between 11th and 12th 

streets, seen in the background.

Pulitzer Prize Winning 
Journalist 

Nigel Jaquiss

MARCH 7

ColumbiaForum

TO ATTEND:
For Members: Dinner & Lecture:$25 each; Lecture only: no charge

For Non-Members: Dinner & Lecture: $35 each; Lecture only: $15 ea.

Appetizers will be available at 6 p.m. • Dinner will be served at  6:30 p.m.  

The speaker will begin after the dinner service is complete and non-dinner
members and guests of the audience take their seats.  

Forum to be held at the CMH Community Center at  2021 Exchange St., Astoria. 

Nigel Jaquiss is an American Journalist who 
won the 2005 Pulitzer Prize for investigative 
reporting for his work exposing former Oregon 
Governor Neil Goldschmidt’s sexual abuse of a 
14-year-old-girl while he was mayor of Portland.  
His story was published in Willamette Week in 
May 2004.  He continues to write for Willamette 
Week.   

Jaquiss graduated from Dartmouth College in 
1984; he spent 11 years as a Wall Street and Singapore-based crude oil 
trader, working for Cargill, Morgan Stanley and Goldman Sachs.   After 
some concerns about business practices, he sought a career change, 
eventually enrolling at Columbia University Graduate School of Jour-
nalism and got his master’s degree in 1987.  He began his journalism 
career in Portland in January 1998, working for Willamette Week.

Holly Larkins at 503.325.3211 ext. 227 or forum@dailyastorian.com by March 3, 2017

FOR RESERVATIONS OR TO JOIN COLUMBIA FORUM CONTACT:

The Daily Astorian  •  Craft3  •  OSU Seafood Laboratory • KMUN-FM

Cannery Pier Hotel & Spa

Columbia Forum is sponsored by:

A Columbia Forum Presentation

LIMITED SEATINGRESERVE YOURSPACE TODAY!

Q:

A:

How do I change the 
desktop background 
and colors in my 
computer?

Astorias 
Best.com

LEO FINZI

M-F 10-6  Sat & Sun 11-4

77 11th Street, Suite H 
Astoria, OR

503-325-2300

Open  

7 DAys  

A Week!

Select the Start button, then
select Settings > Personalization.

In Background select a picture or 
solid color, or create a slideshow of 
pictures.

In Colors, let Windows pull an 
accent color from your background, 
or choose your own color adventure.

After you’ve selected an accent 
color, you can decide where you 
want to see it show up, and whether 
it looks better in a dark or light 
setting.

Enjoy customizing your computer!!

 There are several ways 

 to help patients receive 

 and afford the care 

 they need and want. A 5% cash 

 discount for payment at time of 

 service; in-office, 1-6-month 

 arrangements for the 

 creditworthy; or 6-18-month in-

 office third-party financing plans 

 for those who qualify, and which 

 may offer no or low interest. 

 You may be pleasantly surprised. 

 JEFFREY M. LEINASSAR
 DMD, FAGD

 503/325-0310
 1414 MARINE DRIVE, 

 ASTORIA
 www.smileastoria.com

 Q:

 A :

 Can I finance 
 my dental care 
 over time?

 Can I touch 
 up my 
 furniture? 

 Q:

 Wood damaged with 

 knicks and scratches 

 can be effectively touched up. 

 There are a variety of special 

 touch up products available to 

 assist you with repairing these 

 types of moderate damage.

 Any damage more severe would 

 require professional 

 refinishing. 

 A :

 Roby’s
 Furniture & Appliance

 Tillamook • (503) 842-7111
 1126 Main Ave 

 Lincoln City • (541) 996-2177
 6255 SW Hwy. 101 

 Newport • (541) 265-9520
 5111 N. Coast Hwy.

 Florence •  (541)997-8214
 18th & Hwy. 101

 Astoria • (503)325-1535
 1555 Commercial Street

 Store Hours
 Mon. - Fri. 9:30 to 5:30
 Saturday 10:00 to 5:00

 More Locations:

Q:

A:

Does Medicare 
cover chiropractic 
care?

Yes, it does! Medicare 
covers chiropractic 
services. If you have 
secondary insurance, that 
can help as well!
Call us today for more 
information or to schedule 
your appointment.

Now accepting new 
patients.

Barry Sears, D.C.

ASTORIA 
CHIROPRACTIC

503-325-3311

2935 Marine Drive 
Astoria, Oregon

Consult
Professional

a

Q:

A:

What’s a red, white and 
blue card?

Medicare 
Market Manager

Stefanie Cao

careoregonadvantage.org

It’s the ID card the federal 
government sends in the 

mail when you’re enrolled 
in Medicare. It shows the 
date coverage takes effect, 
and if you have Medicare 
Part A (hospital), Part B 
(medical) or both. Whether 
the government enrolls you as 
you approach age 65, or you 
call Social Security yourself 
to apply, your red, white and 
blue card proves you’re on 
Medicare. You’ll want to 
carry it with you.

 How do I get a 
 story about my 
 event in Coast 
 Weekend?

 Q:

 We plan what our feature stories 
 will be, anywhere from two to six 

 weeks in advance, so let us know early if you 
 have something going on that you think 
 would make a good feature. For smaller 
 stories, the deadline for getting press releases 
 and photos to us is noon Wednesday, one 
 week before the next Thursday’s publication. 
 Email your information to 
 rsedlak@dailyastorian.com  or call 503-325-
 3211, ext. 217.  Be sure to include a contact 
 name, email and phone number. If you just 
 want to post an event on the online calendar, 
 you can go to coastweekend.com/calendar 
 and follow the instructions.

 A :
 REBECCA SEDLAK

 Coast Weekend Editor

 949 Exchange St., Astoria
 503-325-3211, x217

 T HE  D AILY  

 A STORIAN


