
 THE DAILY ASTORIAN • MONDAY, JANUARY 16, 2017 9A

No extra money 
for reforms

By SHERRI BURI 
McDONALD 

and SAUL HUBBARD
The Register-Guard

EUGENE — The fed-
eral government has approved 
Oregon’s request to continue 
innovating the Oregon Health 
Plan for the next five years, 
but it’s not giving any extra 
money to further advance the 
reforms, the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services has 
announced.

The federal approval pro-
vides some degree of certainty 
for the state health plan in the 
face of a new administration 
that has promised to repeal and 
replace the Affordable Care 
Act. The approval comes a 
week before President-elect 
Donald Trump takes office.

The Affordable Care Act, 
often referred to as Obamacare, 
made sweeping changes to 
health care in the United 
States, including expanding 
Medicaid programs to more 
people in Oregon and other 
states that chose to do so. The 
Oregon Health Plan, Oregon’s 
version of Medicaid, pays for 
health care for low-income 
and disabled Oregonians.

Trump and the Republi-
can-led Congress still would 
be able to change the Ore-
gon Health Plan at a later date 
through a change in federal 
law. But the waiver request 
approved Friday would make 
it more complicated for them 
to do that.

Still unanswered, however, 
is whether the federal govern-

ment will provide, or whether 
the state will be able to scrape 
together, enough money to 
continue the same level of ser-
vice to the more than 1.1 mil-
lion patients now covered by 
the Oregon Health Plan. That’s 
roughly one quarter of all 
Oregonians.

Bigger share
Starting this summer, Ore-

gon must start paying a big-
ger share of the Oregon Health 
Plan’s budget as the federal 
government reduces its fund-
ing. Democratic Gov. Kate 
Brown and leading state law-
makers say the state won’t be 
able to do that without raising 
taxes.

Still, state leaders and some 
health care providers presented 
Friday’s waiver renewal, 
even without any extra fed-
eral funds, as a big victory for 
Oregon.

“In these times of uncer-
tainty, the waiver provides 
continuity, security and cover-
age for Oregonians on the Ore-
gon Health Plan,” Gov. Brown 
said in a conference call with 
reporters Friday. “For these 
Oregonians, who are strug-
gling to make ends meet, it 
will enable them to continue 
to receive the necessary and 
comprehensive health care 
through the program.”

But state officials acknowl-
edged that the waiver does not 
protect the Oregon Health Plan 
from major changes during the 
next five years.

“If Congress makes 
changes to the Medicaid pro-
gram, we still have to comply 
with those changes,” said Jer-
emy Vandehey, Brown’s top 
health care adviser.

For decades, the federal 
government has sent massive 
funding to the states for their 
Medicaid programs.

Oregon spent $6.5 billion 
on the Oregon Health Plan in 
the last fiscal year. About 80 
percent of that was federal 
money and 20 percent was 
state money, Oregon Health 
Authority figures show.

Spending is up
Spending is up from about 

$3 billion in fiscal year 2012, 
when the federal government 
footed 63 percent of the bill, 
and the state paid 37 percent.

Oregon wanted more flexi-
bility to try new ways of deliv-
ering health care to Oregon 
Health Plan patients, so it has 
obtained “waivers” from the 
federal government, exempt-
ing the state from the regular 
federal rules, and setting up 
alternative rules for Oregon.

In 2012, a five-year waiver 
from the federal government 
provided Oregon an extra $2 
billion — above the regular 
Medicaid funding — to launch 
reforms to the Oregon Health 
Plan, including the creation of 
Coordinated Care Organiza-
tions to manage services for 
Oregon Health Plan patients.

Oregon’s 16 CCOs are try-
ing to improve patients’ health 
while curbing the rise of costs, 
by making sure patients have a 
regular medical doctor, a den-
tist, and help for mental health 
or substance abuse.

The waiver gives Oregon 
and its CCOs permission to 
use some money on nonmed-
ical services, such as commu-
nity health workers to work 
in the homes of patients with 
complex medical issues.

Feds OK continuing changes 
to the Oregon Health Plan

The Slants, 
Redskins are 
under scrutiny

By SAM HANANEL
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
Slants aren’t exactly a house-
hold name when it comes to 
music, but the Asian-Amer-
ican rock band has certainly 
made its mark in the legal 
world.

The Portland-based group 
has spent years locked in a 
First Amendment battle with 
the government, which refuses 
to register a trademark for the 
band’s name because it’s con-
sidered offensive to Asians.

That fight will play out 
Wednesday in the nation’s 
highest court as the justices 
consider whether a law bar-
ring disparaging trademarks 
violates the band’s free-speech 
rights.

The case has drawn atten-
tion because it could affect 
the Washington Redskins in a 
similar fight to keep the foot-
ball team’s lucrative trade-
mark protection. The gov-
ernment canceled the team’s 
trademarks last year after find-
ing they are disparaging to 
Native Americans.

For Slants founder Simon 
Tam, the name was chosen not 
to offend, but to take on ste-
reotypes about Asian culture. 
He says the band is reclaim-
ing a term once used as an 
insult and transforming it into 
a statement of cultural pride.

“Words aren’t equipped 
with venomous impact on 
their own,” he said in an inter-
view.” They have to be tied to 

motive and rooted in context.”
But the U.S. Patent and 

Trademark Office didn’t see 
it that way. It refused to regis-
ter the name in 2011, saying a 
trademark can be disparaging 
even if it’s meant to be used in 
a positive light.

A divided federal appeals 
court handed the band a vic-
tory four years later, ruling that 
the law prohibiting offensive 
trademarks is unconstitutional.

“Whatever our personal 
feelings about the mark at 
issue here, or other disparag-
ing marks, the First Amend-
ment forbids government reg-
ulators to deny registration 
because they find the speech 
likely to offend others,” Judge 
Kimberly Moore said for the 
majority.

The Obama administration 
has urged the Supreme Court 
to overturn that ruling. In legal 
briefs, the Justice Department 
argues that the law does not 
restrict speech, but declines 
to associate the federal gov-
ernment with “racial epi-
thets, religious insults and 

profanity as trademarks.”

Trademarks
If the decision is upheld, 

the government warns it will 
be forced “to register, publish 
and transmit to foreign coun-
tries marks containing crude 
references to women based 
on parts of their anatomy; the 
most repellent racial slurs and 
white supremacist slogans; 
and demeaning illustrations of 
the prophet Mohammed and 
other religious figures.”

Yet the trademark office 
has approved plenty of crude 
and offensive trademarks in 
the past. Those include: Afro 
Saxons and Dago Swagg 
clothing, Baked By A Negro 
bakery products, Retardipe-
dia and Celebretards entertain-
ment services, and the hip-hop 
band N.W.A., an acronym that 
includes a racial slur against 
African-Americans.

“If their intent is to curtail 
hate speech, it’s not working,” 
Tam says. “Trademark regis-
tration is not the mechanism to 
address those types of things.”

Justices to hear free speech 
clash over offensive trademarks

Anthony Pidgeon/Redferns

Portrait of Asian-American band The Slants (Left to right: 

Joe X Jiang, Ken Shima, Tyler Chen, Simon “Young” Tam, 

Joe X Jiang) in Old Town Chinatown in Portland on 2015. 

JANRIC CLASSIC SUDOKU

Join Our Team!
LEAD CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

The Daily Astorian 
949 Exchange Street

Astoria, OR  97103 
or e-mail hr@eomediagroup.com

Got offi  ce skills? Are you looking for a growth position? 
The Daily Astorian looking for someone to be a leader in our 

circulation department.  Working in cooperation with the 
circulation manager, you will lead three other staff  members with 

the mission to meet our reader’s needs by making sure they get 
their newspapers or can log onto our website.  

You’ll do this by running reports, leading the customer service 
reps by example, coordinating delivery and working with 

independent contractors.  Hours are generally 8 am to 5 pm, 
Monday through Friday. Benefi ts include paid time off  (PTO), 

insurances and a 401(k)/Roth 401(k) retirement plan.  
Drop off  your resume and cover letter at: 

105 Business-Sales
Op

Be an Astoria Carrier!

$100 Signing Bonus!

The Daily Astorian is currently 
seeking independent

contractors to deliver its paper 
and related products in the

Astoria Oregon area. Interested 
individuals must have valid 

drivers license, reliable vehicle, 
and insurance. Routes are
Monday through Friday

afternoons. There are no
collections or weekend deliveries. 

Please come in person to
The Daily Astorian office at

949 Exchange St, Astoria OR 
97103 to pick up more

information.

120 Money to Lend
NOTICE TO CONSUMERS

The Federal Trade Commission 
prohibits telemarketers from ask-
ing for or receiving       payment 
before they deliver credit repair 
services, advance fee loans and 
credit, and      recovery services. 
If you are asked to render pay-
ment    before receiving any of the 
preceding services, please con-
tact the Federal Trade Commis-
sion at:

1-877-382-4357

150 Homes for Sale
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise "Any preference, limi-
tation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national 
origin, or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or dis-
crimination." Familial status in-
cludes children under the age of 
18 living with parents or legal cus-
todians; pregnant women and 
people securing custody of chil-
dren under 18. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers 
are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal oppor-
tunity basis. To complain of dis-
crimination call HUD at 
1(800)669-9777. The toll free 
telephone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1(800)927-9275.

EQUAL  HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T Y

160 Lots & Acreage

Live FT or Summer-Vacation on 
6700 sqft Membership-Lot-for-Sale 
w/yearly fees-appx $2,000 includes 
DUES/SEWER/ WATER/WI-FI/CA-
BLE/GARBAGE/CARETAKERS 
setup your RV/PARKMODELorTI-
NYHOME/BOATSPACE 
$25,500/CASH 360-600-3776

200 Mobile Homes

SUMMER-VACATION or LIVE-FT 10 
minutes from the BEACH in this 
800 sqft 
Vintage-Northern-Light-Park Model 
set on 3,528 sqft Garden Oasis 
along Lagoon; Paver-Stoned-Patio; 
2 Sheds; 2/Car-Graveled-Parking; 
Additional Full-RV hook-up 
option+room for Boat. Membership 
Dues appx $1,000 a YEAR include 
DUES/SEWER/WATER/CABLE/ 
WiFi/GARBAGE/CARETAKERS. 
$43,500/CASH call 360-600-3776

210 Apartments,
Unfurnished

Brand new studio apartment. Refrig-
erator, stove, microwave, granite 
counter top, Direct TV. $685/mo. 
NO SMOKING.  503-791-2228

Brand New Units, Warrenton Oregon
$1150/mo.  Call 541-921-8807 or 

jvb.management.llc@gmail.com 

For Rent:
Studio Apartment in Warrenton 

$525/Month
Call Mary at Astoria Coast, Inc

503-325-9093

225 Townhouses
3570 Irving, Townhouse: 

3bedroom/2bath.
Columbia View, W/D Hook-up. $950. 

No Smoking/Pets.
503-861-8169

230 Houses,
Unfurnished

For all our available rentals.
CPSMANAGEMENT.COM

(503)738-5488/ (888)916-RENT

250 Home Share,
Rooms & Roommates

Gearhart: Roommates needed.
3 bedroom/2 bath on 2 acres.

$500 + First & Last
(503)421-8409.

340 Fuel & Wood
FREE WOODEN PALLETS

Available for pick up at
The Daily Astorian loading dock.

949 Exchange St, Astoria

NOTICE TO CONSUMERS
Oregon Firewood Law requires ad-

vertisements quote a price and 
also express quantity in units of a 
cord or fractional part of a cord. 
Ads must also identify the species 
of wood and whether the wood is     
unseasoned  (green)  or  dry.

375  Misc for Sale

If you want results...
74% of

Clatsop County
Residents read

The Daily Astorian and 
rated Classifieds #1 for 
the most read section!!
(From 2010 Astoria Market Study, by

Marshall Marketing & Communications, 
Inc. Pittsburgh, PA)

(503)325-3211 ext. 231
or (800)781-3211

classifieds@dailyastorian.com
www.dailyastorian.com

585 Antique-Classic
Cars

Astoria Automotive Swap Meet
Vendors Wanted

Clatsop Fairgrounds
Saturday, March 11th 8am-2pm

Contact Fred at
503-325-8437-evenings
1-800-220-0792-days
or Rod 971-219-5517

Legal Notices
AB6117

"As required by Section 9 of the Rolf 
and Alice Klep Educational and 
Charitable Trust dated August, 
1981, the following report is made 
by the Advisory Committee Trus-
tees of the Trust as to the status 
and earnings of the Trust assets.  
For the fiscal year ending Decem-
ber 31, 2016 investment perform-
ance and distributions resulted in 
an increase in assets in the 
amount of $24,391.26, to leave a 
balance of total assets of 
$2,028,004.01.  The terms of the 
Rolf and Alice Klep Educational 
and Charitable Trust provide for 
an annual distribution of 5% of the 
Fair Market Value of the Trust av-
eraged over the preceding 3 
years, subject to certain restric-
tions, while the assets of the Trust 
are held in perpetuity for the bene-
fit of the Columbia River Maritime 
Museum.  Any questions about 
this report may be directed to Sam 
Johnson, Executive Director of the 
Museum at 503-325-2323."

Published:  January    , 2017.

Need to publish a
Legal Advertisement?

Contact us at
legals@dailyastorian.com
or (503)325-3211 ext. 231.

Please submit all ad information
3 days prior

to the date you want it published.

If You Live In
Seaside

or Cannon Beach
DIAL

325-3211
FOR A

Daily Astorian
Classified Ad
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GIVE your budget a break! Check
todayʼs classified ads for excellent
buys on the items you need.


