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Injured
crewmember
hoisted from
bulk carrier

The Daily Astorian

A 60-year-old crewmem-
ber who reportedly lost sight
in his left eye was taken off a
bulk carrier by the U.S. Coast
Guard Friday morning near
the mouth of the Columbia
River.

According to the Coast
Guard, the man apparently lost
sight in his eye on Tuesday
while the Alexandria, a 740-
foot Marshall Islands-flagged
bulk carrier, was 610 miles
west of the river. The Coast
Guard and the ship’s cap-
tain made plans to remove the
injured crewmember when the
ship was closer to land.

A Coast Guard MH-60 Jay-
hawk helicopter picked up
the man at about 8 a.m. Fri-
day about 15 miles west of the
river entrace. He was taken to
the Coast Guard base in War-
renton and then to Columbia
Memorial Hospital in Astoria.

The Daily Astorian

Good Samaritans pulled five fish-
ermen from the water after their boat
capsized and sank near the entrance to
the Columbia River Saturday morning.

Watchstanders at U.S. Coast
Guard Sector Columbia River in War-
renton received a mayday call at 4:30
a.m. from the Star King, a 55-foot
stern trawler crabbing vessel based in
Astoria.

“We’re in immediate distress,
need help right away,” the caller said.
“Any boats in the area ... please come
back.”

“We got a hard starboard list,” he
said, describing the loss of power and

the tipping of the boat to the right
side.

The boat eventually capsized,
sending five people into the water.
The Coast Guard dispatcher put out a
call for nearby vessels to assist, with
the last known location of the Star
King.

By 5:10 a.m., the entire crew of
the Star King had been pulled in by
the crew of a nearby crabbing vessel,
the Ballad.

Chester Bushnell, captain of the
Ballad, said his vessel was about 1/4
mile away, waiting for the 8 a.m. start
to dump crab pots, when he heard the
mayday call.

“When [ approached the vessel, all
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Good Samaritans pull five from sunken vessel

Quick response by local fishermen saved five crabbers

five hands were in their survival suits
clinging to the port side of the ves-
sel,” Bushnell said.

The Ballad stayed about 50 feet
away from the Star King and the
debris field surrounding the vessel,
he said, waiting to pick up the Star
King’s crew as they jumped into the
water. He said the vessel’s captain did
everything right, from not hesitating
to make a mayday call to ensuring his
crew donned survival suits.

“We’re all out there watching each
other’s back,” Bushnell said. “Any
time anybody can help anybody out,
that’s just kind of our code of honor,
you might say.”

The Star King’s crew was later
taken from the Ballad by a Coast
Guard 47-foot motor lifeboat from

Station Cape Disappointment to
[Iwaco, Washington, but did not need
medical attention.

“The quick, selfless actions taken
by the crew of the good Samaritan
crab vessel ... Ballad and the fact that
the Star King’s crew put on survival
suits saved five lives today,” Chief
Petty Officer Justin Urbano, a com-
mand duty officer at Sector Colum-
bia River, said Saturday. “The Coast
Guard had a quick response, but
these fishermen were out of the water
before we arrived on scene.”

The Star King had approximately
300 gallons of fuel on board when it
sank. Personnel from Sector Colum-
bia River’s Incident Management
Division will oversee the cleanup of
the pollution.

Two suspects arrested and charged in fraud scheme

Struggle resulted in officer sustaining minor injuries

The Daily Astorian

The Astoria Police
Department arrested two men
involved in a fraud scheme
Sunday.

Officer Lance  Shep-
herd responded to Englund
Marine & Industrial Supply
at about 2 p.m. for a report
that two unauthorized indi-
viduals — identified as Noah
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Tollefson, 36, of Astoria, and
Jonathan Riley, 36, of Long
Beach, Washington — were
attempting to charge items to
an account.

The men had purchased
items on the same account
twice the previous week.

Shepherd recognized
Tollefson and knew he had

an Oregon State Parole Board
warrant for his arrest.

When they saw Shepherd,
the suspects attempted to run.
The officer tried to detain
Tollefson and a struggle
ensued, resulting in Shepherd
sustaining minor injuries.

Riley ran from the store
and attempted to leave in a
vehicle, but was blocked in
by an employee. He ran from
the vehicle while employees

gave chase. Store employ-
ees directed other responding
officers to Riley’s location,
where he was taken into cus-
tody without incident.

Tollefson was charged
with theft, resisting arrest,
escape, assaulting a pub-
lic safety officer and inter-
fering with a public safety
officer. Riley was charged
with theft and attempted
theft.
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Have you waited until the end of the year

to utilize your insurance benefits?

Klemp Family Dentistry now offers
CEREC by Sirona ceramic dental restorations.

Your new crowns can be completed in

Typical restorations require uncomfortable
temporaries and impression trays, and
returning for a secondary appointment for
fillings, veneers or full crowns.

CEREQC restorations are all color matched,
metal free and highly durable. With 30 years of research and
development backing this process, 28 million restorations placed
worldwide and a success rate of 95%, you can rest assured that
you’ve made the right decision to trust the CEREC system with

"W vour dental restoration needs.

DUII arrest

o At 7:35 p.m. Friday, Astoria Police
arrested Robert Langtry Robinson, 39, of
Longview, Washington, for driving under
the influence of intoxicants in response to a

ON THE RECORD

report of a motor vehicle crash in the Asto-

Jail.

ria Safeway parking lot. Robinson’s blood
alcohol content was gauged at 0.12 per-
cent. He was taken to the Clatsop County

day prior.

day of publication.
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OBITUARY POLICY

The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo and,
for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m. the business

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices and
upcoming services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m. the

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/forms/obits, by
email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at The Daily
Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call 503-325-3211, ext.
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