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ASTORIA — The Portland 
Cello Project will perform 
at the next Liberty Presents 
concert, taking place at 7:30 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 13 at the 
Liberty Theatre, located at 
1203 Commercial St.

Since the group’s in-
ception in late 2007, the 
Portland Cello Project has 
wowed audiences all over 
the country with extravagant 
performances, everywhere 
from Prairie Home Compan-
ion to punk rock clubs. The 
group has built a reputation 
mixing genres and blurring 
musical lines and perceptions 
wherever they go.

No two shows are alike, 
with a repertoire now num-
bering over 800 pieces of 
music you wouldn’t normally 
hear coming out of a cello. 
The Cello Project’s stage 
setup ranges from the very 
simple (four to six cellos), to 
the all-out epic (which has 
included 12 cellos playing 
with full choirs, winds, horns 
and numerous percussion 
players). 

The Portland Cello Proj-
ect’s mission is three-fold:

• To bring the cello places 
you wouldn’t normally hear 
it. (Everywhere from night-
clubs to symphony halls, 
from sports bars to loading 
docks, from libraries to half-
time at Portland Trailblazers 
games.)

• To play music on the 
cello you wouldn’t normally 
hear played on the instru-

ment. (Everything from Bach 
to Kanye West to Pantera.)

• To build bridges across 
all musical communities by 
bringing a diverse assortment 
of musical collaborators on 
stage. (Everyone from The 
Dandy Warhols to Peter Yar-
row to Ben Sollee to Mirah 
to Garrison Keillor.)

Tickets cost $15 to $35 
and are available through 
Ticketswest.com 
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