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Moving on from 
name-calling 
and nastiness

By JANET EASTMAN
The Oregonian

ASHLAND — Three stu-
dent leaders at Ashland High 
School say the bubble they 
lived in since they were babies 
has burst. The presidential 
campaigns delivered endless 
daggers of heated rhetoric, 
name-calling and nastiness.

They saw it play out on their 
campus. Arguments got per-
sonal. Teachers had to shut it 
down.

The student leaders worried 
that the high-temperature cam-
paign talk might never cool 
down.

They were concerned that 
mocking people for their race, 
religion or physical appearance 
could be perceived as some-
thing to aspire to, “be seen as 
presidential,” said Evan Moule-
doux, the school’s senior class 
president.

In response, Mouledoux 
and student body co-presi-
dents Amelia Zeve and Kate 
Joss-Bradley wrote an open let-
ter on the day after the election 
that spelled out existing school 
district policies, acceptable con-
duct and the Grizzlies’ culture 
that aims toward kindness and 
respect for all.

The timing hit a nerve.
Oregon schools have 

reported that there was a rise in 
racial attacks during the election 
cycle. And students responded.

Hundreds of Forest Grove 
High School students left cam-
pus after someone strung a 
political banner over posters 
displayed for the school’s Unity 
Week. The teenager owning up 
to the banner later apologized.

Two students at Silverton 
High School were suspended 
for threatening behavior at an 
Election Day rally. 

While Portland Public 
Schools students walked out 
and held sit-ins and Sprague 
High School students in Salem 
had a demonstration, the Ash-
land students felt it best to col-
lect their thoughts and offer a 
strongly worded letter that rein-

forced that there was no tol-
erance for what they call hate 
speech.

Widely circulated
After posting the letter, 

which has been widely circu-
lated in social media, they went 
to work within their school 
district.

“We want the elementary 
schoolkids to see leaders in the 
Ashland community and in the 
U.S at large as leaders who are 
being positive and showing that 
oppression is something you can 
stand up against,” Zeve said.

Made clear was that recent 
regrettable acts were not only 
happening on the national stage 
but even in liberal-leaning Ash-
land. In June, a homeless man 
shouted about the KKK while 
threatening a black actress 
with the Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival.

In response, Black Lives 
Matter signs are still visible 
on yards, Shakespeare festival 
members walked in the July 
Fourth parade wearing Black 
Lives Matter T-shirts and festi-
val management issued a state-
ment that it was not an iso-
lated incident: “The sad truth is 
that people of color often feel 
unwelcome and unsafe in our 
beautiful town and region. It’s 
time to talk about it and to take 
action.”

In the summer, a downtown 
Ashland bookstore owner said 
she was unjustifiably seen as 
racist for displaying in her front 
window “Little Black Sambo,” 
“The Adventures of Huckle-
berry Finn” and other books 
banned for racial reasons.

She closed her store in 
October.

On the high school cam-
pus, longstanding programs 
against bullying and sexual 
assault have been augmented. 
High school students wear red 
T-shirts and wristbands that say 
Got Consent?

Gay students are still has-
sled, say the student leaders.

Reset the rhetoric
They say it’s well past time 

to reset the rhetoric and bet-
ter define what’s political opin-
ion versus personal attacks that 
degrade someone’s race, class, 
gender or sexuality, Joss-Brad-
ley said.

Speaking at the high school 
office, Mouledoux, Zeve and 
Joss-Bradley, all 17, said they 
realize they are privileged.

“Ashland is a bubble,” Zeve 
said. “It’s a predominately 
white, upper-middle class, very 
liberal little town right on the 
edge of California.”

For this and other reasons, 
they said they were shocked 
this year to hear hate speech 
from Ashland residents and on 
national news.

“We are disgusted in general 
by the way the entire political 
campaigns went,” Mouledoux 
said. “Still, it would have been 
easier to remain neutral and not 
affirm what we stand for … But 
we need to stand up and say 
hate speech is not right.”

Their letter, which was not 
sanctioned by the school dis-
trict, high school faculty or other 
students before it was posted, 
has been shared on Facebook 
and is causing ripples in Oregon 
and beyond the state’s borders.

The letter states that all stu-
dents have the “right to be 
loved, to be respected, and to 
be treated equitably regardless 
of background, race, ethnic-
ity, class, creed, political affil-
iation, religion, gender, sexual 
and romantic identity, ability, 
and physical appearance.”

It continues: “As Grizzlies, 
we condemn hate speech and 
bullying, and will not stand idly 
by if we witness it. We call AHS 
students, staff, and community 
members to find the courage 
to interrupt oppressive behav-
ior and to remain respectful and 
loving towards all.”

Oregon teens say it’s time to reset political rhetoric

Janet Eastman /The Oregonian 

Ashland High student leaders Evan Mouledoux, center, Amelia Zeve, right, and Kate 

Joss-Bradley speak openly about their privileged life and the need to stop hate speech 

on campus and in their city. 

‘We are 

disgusted 

in general 

by the way 

the entire 

political 

campaigns 

went.’

Evan Mouledoux
Ashland High School’s 

senior class president
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Oregon Construction Contractor's Law requires that all those who advertise remodeling, repair or construction services be registered with the Construction Contractor's
Board. Registration means contractors have bonds and insurance on the job site. For your protection, be sure any construction contractors you hire are registered. If they
are not, or if you are a contractor who wishes to register, call Construction Contractor's Board in Salem, OR 1-503-378-4621.
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Specialty

Services
We urge you to patronize the local

professionals advertising in
The Daily Astorian Specialty
Services. To place your Specialty
Services ad, call 325-3211.

EVERYTHING is coming up results
when you use a Classified Ad!

If You Live In
Seaside

or Cannon Beach
DIAL

325-3211
FOR A

Daily Astorian
Classified Ad

LIVE OUTSIDE ASTORIA? To place
your ad in the Daily Astorian
Classifieds, simply dial:

1-800-781-3211
Itʼs fast and itʼs toll free!

WE DELIVER!

Please leave a light on or install
motion detector lights to make

your carrierʼs job easier. Thanks!
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Christmas in the Country
Gift Bazaar

Rust N Ruffles
91157 Pathrfinder Rd, Astoria

December 3rd & 4th 10am-5pm

WARRENTON

Craft/Gift Fair
Friday/Saturday/Sunday

10am-4pm
Pacific Grange

90475 Hwy 101-Warrenton
20 Vendors with Unique Items

ARBORIST

Bigbyʼs Tree Service

ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS

•Pruning
•Removal
•Stump Grinding
•Excavator/Brush Rake
•Vegetation Management

(503)791-0767

bigbys tree service.com

Affordable rates.
CCB#158562

ARBOR CARE
TREE SPECIALISTS

ISA Certified Arborists
ISA Board-Certified

Master Arborist
ISA Tree Risk Assessment

Qualified
Comprehensive Service,

Pruning/Removal,
Stump Grinding/Hazard Evaluations

(503)791-0853
www.arborcarenw.com

CCB#171855
WA#ARBORCI909RW
Care for Your Trees

BOATREPAIR

••OUTBOARD REPAIR••
mlatsop Power Equipment 

34912 Hwy 101 Bus, Astoria
1-800-220-0792 or 503-325-0792

BUILDERS
Jack Coffey Construction

• New•Repair•Remodel
•Drywall •moncrete •Decks

•Licensed  •Bonded  • Insured
(503)325-7406 * CCB#55284

CLEANING SERVICES
WEST COAST

WINDOW WASHERS
•Property Maintenance 
•Windows 2+ Stories

•Washing Houses/Gutters/Decks
•We Have Truck & Equiptment for

Odd Jobs
Licensed/Insured

Excellent references. (503)325-
4526

LAWN& GARDEN
•JIMʼS LAWN CARE•

•Brush mlearing•Lawns•Shrubs 
•Hauling•Gutter & Storm-mleanup
(503)325-2445 •Free Estimates

Pedroʼs Lawn Care
Variety of Services
•Pressure Washing 

• Moss Removal
•Gutter Cleaning
•House Cleaning
•Storm Clean-Up
•Debris Hauling

•Gravel Road Maintenance
•Free Estimates

503-791-8622

VEGETATION

MANAGEMENT

Bigbyʼs Tree Service

•Excavator mounted Flail Mower
•Brush raking •Lot clearing
•Scotch broom Removal

•chipping •Invasive Species removal
•Levey/Dike mowing
•Low impact Logging.

(503)791-0767

bigbys tree service.com

Affordable rates.
CCB#158562

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Rhema RV Repair

Seaside, OR. 97138
Offers on-site service and repair

covering your RV, motorhome,
travel trailer and camper needs.

Call Mike 208 805 5578

Terry Marshall Bookkeeping Service
(503)298-0750

•Payables •Receivables •Payroll
•Quarterly Reporting

LET one of our friendly  advisors help
you word your classfied ad.
Call 503-325-3211. 

WE DELIVER!

Please leave a light on or install
motion detector lights to make

your carrierʼs job easier. Thanks!
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1920ʼs Kitchen Queen Hoosier
$250

Antique Rocker
$50

503-440-9876

Suffolk Ram, 2 years old $200

Mutton Ewe $100

503-861-7220

Remmington 870 Express
12gauge with chokes

$290
Very Good Condition
Call 360-244-1532

Budget Ads 

All items $1000 or less
can be sold in the
budget section.

$9.00 for 11 words.

If you have items to sell, give
us a call today. 

(503)325-3211 ext. 231
or e-mail us at

classifieds@dailyastorian.com

Only Used Once
Kitchen Aid 14cup Food Processor

Paid $250, Asking $175 OBO
503-741-7024

150 Homes for Sale

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise "Any preference,
limitation or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or
national origin, or an intention to
make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination."
Familial status includes children
under the age of 18 living with
parents or legal custodians;
pregnant women and people
securing custody of children
under 18. This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any advertising
for real estate which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of
discrimination call HUD at
1(800)669-9777. The toll free
telephone number for the hearing
impaired is 1(800)927-9275.

EQUAL  HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T Y

230 Houses,
Unfurnished

For all our available rentals.
CPSMANAGEMENT.COM

(503)738-5488/ (888)916-RENT

260 Commercial
Rental

Astoria.
Office or other space. $500/month.

Also, 100 10th- 2,000 sqft of
commercial space. $1,200/month.

503-791-3519

340 Fuel & Wood

FREE WOODEN PALLETS
Available for pick up at

The Daily Astorian loading dock.
949 Exchange St, Astoria

NOTICE TO CONSUMERS
Oregon Firewood Law requires

advertisements quote a price and
also express quantity in units of a
cord or fractional part of a cord.
Ads must also identify the species
of wood and whether the wood is
unseasoned  (green)  or  dry.

360 Furniture & HH
Goods

Sofa w/2 built-in recliners $250; 
Leather Recliner/Rocker $100;

Coffeetable $20;
Twin Bed $100 

ALL in GREAT CONDITION!
(360)600-3776

375  Misc for Sale

If you want results...
74% of

Clatsop County
Residents read

The Daily Astorian and
rated Classifieds #1 for
the most read section!!
(From 2010 Astoria Market Study, by

Marshall Marketing & Communications,
Inc. Pittsburgh, PA)

(503)325-3211 ext. 231
or (800)781-3211

classifieds@dailyastorian.com
www.dailyastorian.com

405 Christmas
Trees

Ojaʼs U-Cut Trees 
Nobles, Grands, All Trees $25

Handmade Wreaths!
4 miles from Miles Crossing,

90198 Youngs River Rd Astoria.
Daily 10am-4pm

435 Sporting
Goods/Hunting

2,000ft of 1/4 inch galvanized
haywire cable. $425

503-440-1181

Legal Notices

Need to publish a
Legal Advertisement?

Contact us at
legals@dailyastorian.com
or (503)325-3211 ext. 231.

Please submit all ad information
3 days prior

to the date you want it published.

 Letters to the Editor

 You learn from us and we learn from you.
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 Tourists, visitors, family & friends will love sending these!

 Full color, 
 scenic montage 

 postcards of Astoria 
 now available at the 

 Daily Astorian 
 office! 
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