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Many condo 

residents objected
By EDWARD STRATTON

The Daily Astorian

Over the objections of sev-
eral residents, the Astoria Plan-
ning Commission on Tuesday 
approved a conditional use per-
mit for a marijuana store on the 
ground floor of the Cannery 
Lofts.

Daryl Bell and Terrell Buck-
ner are opening a marijuana 
store called West, which they 
said would be upscale and a 
good neighbor to the condos 
above.

Bell had approached Ted 
Forcum, who owns a condo and 
the commercial spaces on the 
ground floor, about opening a 
marijuana store and art gallery. 
A city staff report said the gal-
lery portion had been dropped. 
The storefront is in a tourist-ori-
ented retail zone, where at least 
half of business must be geared 
toward visitors. Classified as 
a nontourist retail store, West 
needed a conditional use permit.

Bell is also trying to open a 
West location on East Harbor 
Drive in Warrenton. The War-
renton City Commission voted 
to restrict marijuana businesses 
east of U.S. Highway 101. 
Bell’s project, CBDB Devel-
opments, was grandfathered in 
on the west side of the highway, 
having been started before the 
restriction. But under another 
city ordinance passed last sum-
mer, CBDB can only sell to 
medical cardholders.

Bell is also trying to open 
stores in Rockaway Beach and 
Pacific City. He said the Asto-
ria store will be the first, likely 
opening in early December.

Residents opposed
More than 30 residents of 

the Cannery Lofts signed a peti-
tion opposing the store. Many 
came out Tuesday to share their 
concerns over issues with park-
ing, security, vagrancy and 
decreased home values they said 
the store will cause.

“I really don’t want to have 
this parked in my home,” said 
Nancy Walsh, sharing a com-
mon sentiment among residents 
that the marijuana store does 
not fit in such a residential area.

Forcum, a chiropractor in 
Portland, said he has had issues 
renting out the commercial 
spaces because of water leak-
age from the condos above. 
After turning down 12 requests 

to place dispensaries on the 
ground floor of the condo 
buildings, he said, he was 
approached by Bell, liked the 
art gallery portion, understood 
the medical benefits of mar-
ijuana and found no adverse 
impacts by other dispensaries 
located in ground-floor com-
mercial spaces.

Heather Hansen, director of 
the county’s land use depart-
ment and a renter at the con-
dos, said there is no reasonable 
way to mitigate the negative 
impact of a marijuana store in a 
U-shaped building where many 
of the residents will have to reg-
ularly see the business.

“There are 30 front doors 
that will be impacted,” she said.

Customers cannot smoke at 
marijuana stores. But residents 
were concerned about people 
shopping at West and smoking 
along the Astoria Riverwalk, 
along with the store’s custom-
ers worsening the vagrancy res-
idents said is already an issue at 
the condos.

Buckner said those issues are 
already happening at the build-
ing and would not be worsened 
by the store. He and Bell argued 
that employees and the required 
lighting and security cameras 
would improve the security of 
the area, while adding to the 
tenant mix in the condo’s com-
mercial spaces.

Residents argued the store 
would make parking around 
the condos more difficult, when 
the parking lot is already filling 
up at times. Forcum said the 
parking lot is at less than half 
capacity on average, and that 
the parking issues are caused 
by ongoing construction to fix 
the buildings’ structural issues.

Planning Commission approves  
new pot store at Cannery Lofts

The Daily Astorian

Clatsop County lost 300 
jobs in September as tour-
ist-related industries wound 
down before winter, accord-
ing to recently released state 
employment data.

The county posted a 5.5 
percent seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate in Sep-
tember, up slight from 5.4 
percent in August and down 
slightly from the 5.6 percent 
last year. September’s unem-
ployment rate matched the 
state’s and was 0.5 percent-
age points behind the national 
average.

Seasonally adjusted fig-
ures look at expected employ-
ment trends, comparing them 
to reality. The county was 
expected to lose 260 jobs, but 
lost an additional 40.

The leisure and hospital-
ity industry, winding down 
from the summer, cut 260 
jobs. Retail trade cut another 
50, along with 40 trimmed by 
food manufacturing. Local 
government education added 
170 jobs as summer vacation 
ended.

Seasonally adjusted pay-
roll employment in Septem-
ber was 17,860 jobs, 350 
more than the year prior for 
a growth rate of nearly 2 per-

cent. Compared to last year, 
education and health services 
added 110 positions, along 
with 90 in leisure and hospi-
tality. Professional and busi-
ness services added 180 posi-
tions, largely because of the 
reclassification of a single 
business from the accommo-
dations industry. Manufactur-
ing lost 160 jobs, largely in 
paper and seafood processing.

County loses tourism 
jobs for the winter

Limits of power
Staff had recommended 

approval of the permit, say-
ing Bell’s application met all 
the review criteria. Planning 
commissioners sympathized 
with the residents, but said 
they had to judge the mari-
juana store based on whether 
it met the conditions of a 
permit.

Planning Commissioner 
Frank Spence, the lone vote 
against the permit, said the 

city faced a landmark case 
of putting a medical mari-
juana dispensary in a residen-
tial area. Commissioner Daryl 
Moore reminded Pence that 
the location is commercially 
zoned and must be judged as 
such.

Planning Commissioner 
Jan Mitchell said commis-
sioners have limits in how 
they can act. “I cannot find a 
single reason not to support 
this,” she said.

Windermere Real Estate

The Astoria Planning Commission has approved a marijuana store on the ground 

floor of the Cannery Lofts.
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Q:

A:

What’s Medicare 
Supplement Insurance 
(Medigap)?

Medicare 
Market Manager

Stefanie Cao

www.careoregonadvantage.org

It’s insurance you buy to 
supplement the coverage you 
get as a benefi ciary of Original 
Medicare Parts A and B. Private 
companies sell Medigap plans, 
which help pay out-of-pocket 
costs you’d owe if you had only 
Original Medicare. Sometimes 
Medigap covers extras, like care 
outside the U.S. You’ll pay your 
Part B premium and the Medigap 
premium. New to Medigap? You 
won’t fi nd one that includes Part 
D (drugs). You’ll need a separate 
Part D plan.

Waves of Change
Wellness Center

No. 1 12th St., Suite. 10

Astoria, OR 97103

503-338-9921

Q:

A:

I can’t seem to lose 
weight! What’s 
wrong with me?

It is impossible to lose weight if 
your hormones aren’t balanced! 

According to Dr. Sara Gottfried, MD, 
there are 7 key hormones responsible 
for maintaining a healthy body weight. 
If these hormones are out of balance, 
it becomes a struggle to lose weight. 
Angela Sidlo, Certifi ed Health Coach 
has taken over 100 local women through 
a Hormone Balance Detox program and 
every single person lost weight in the 21 
day program. Better yet, everyone learns 
to develop their own “eating code” for 
sustained weight loss. Join Angela for the 
next Hormone Balance Detox by calling 
503-338-9921 or visit www.AngelaSidlo.
com under group programs.

Angela Sidlo
Owner

www.AngelaSidlo.com 
www.refl exology-works.com

Amanda Cordero

Northwest Wild Products

Fresh Seafood Market

354 Industry St, Astoria

503-791-1907

Daily 9am-7pm

On the docks of the West Mooring 
Basin, by the Riverwalk Inn

Q:

A:

What are the 
advantages of 
hook and line 
fishing?

Most of the advantages are 
to the consumer and the 

environment. Bottom fish, such as cod, 
rockfish and sole, are usually caught  
by hook and line or by trawl nets.  
Hook and line fish get less banged up 
and tend to have a better texture. This 
method is also less disruptive to the 
ocean floor, uses less fuel and creates 
less by-catch.  Because this method is 
more laborious and time consuming 
for the fisherman, the cost of these 
fish is slightly higher. I believe the 
difference is worth it though. Most of 
the the bottom fish we sell are hook 
and line caught.

Q:

A: Have Tux Will Travel wants to 
be fl exible to meet your needs.  
Booking is  preferred for at 

least 2 weeks prior to your event, for a 
minimum of 4 hours service.  However, 
“life happens,” and should you have a 
last minute emergency, please feel free 
to contact and inquire.  At this time, 
travel time to Astoria is no charge, and 
outside Astoria, rates can be discussed 
and are affordable.
    Please check the Facebook page for 
Have Tux Will Travel, call or email 
anytime for more information. I want to 
help you make your special event easy, 
enjoyable and worry free. Take care of 
your guests, I’ll do the rest!

Jeannine Grey
360-244-2569

j9bythesea@gmail.com

facebook.com/HaveTuxWillTravel

Have Tux 
Will Travel

Party and Special
Event Services

How far in advance 
should people 
request your party 
services?

Q:

A:

How can I tell if 
a pop-up saying I 

need to upgrade some 
software is legitimate?

A)    Don’t click on the pop-up, 
but visit the publisher directly.  

For example, for Flash Player, go to 
Adobe.com.  See our website for a list 
of valid upgrade sites.
B)     Visit Glarysoft.com and get 
their program Glary Utilities. Once 
it’s running, click on the upward 
pointing arrow in the bottom row 
of icons.  Glary Utilities will scan 
your computer’s programs, send the 
information off for analysis, notify 
you of any programs that have 
updates available, and then guide you 
through the upgrade process.

Astorias 
Best.com

LEO FINZI

M-F 10-6  Sat 12-5

77 11th Street, Suite H 
Astoria, OR

503-325-2300

We match all on-line 
prices for computers, 

printers, etc. shop 
locally and enjoy 

our service.

 Do you offer 
 layaway?  Q:

 We do offer a convenient 
 6-month layaway 

 program at Roby’s. If you are 
 not quite ready for immediate 
 delivery of your purchase, 
 you can use our layaway 
 program to reserve the 
 specific items you want. We 
 will make sure that they are 
 in stock for you when you are 
 ready for delivery.

 A :

 Roby’s
 Furniture & Appliance

 Tillamook • (503) 842-7111
 1126 Main Ave 

 Lincoln City • (541) 996-2177
 6255 SW Hwy. 101 

 Newport • (541) 265-9520
 5111 N. Coast Hwy.

 Florence •  (541)997-8214
 18th & Hwy. 101

 Astoria • (503)325-1535
 1555 Commercial Street

 Store Hours
 Mon. - Fri. 9:30 to 5:30
 Saturday 10:00 to 5:00

 More Locations:

 What is the 
 best way to get 
 results from 
 my limited 
 advertising  
 dollar?

 Q:

 The combination of 
 a print and online 

 audience is recession proof. 
 We have an excellent print and 
 online special for this time of 
 year.  Give your sales 
 representative a call today to 
 hear more about it!

 A :
 T HE  D AILY  

 A STORIAN

 Lisa Cadonau
 Advertising Representative

 503-325-3211
 www.dailyastorian.com

 949 Exchange St., Astoria, OR
 503-325-3211

Q:

A:

Does Medicare 
cover chiropractic 
care?

Yes, it does! Medicare 
covers chiropractic 
services. If you have 
secondary insurance, that 
can help as well!
Call us today for more 
information or to schedule 
your appointment.

Now accepting new 
patients.

Barry Sears, D.C.

ASTORIA 
CHIROPRACTIC

503-325-3311

2935 Marine Drive 
Astoria, Oregon

Consult
What’s Medicare 
Professional

What’s Medicare 

a

HEALING OREGON with 
KINDNESS and COMPASSION

“I am running for 
House District 

32 to bring new 
ideas to the state 

and bring forth 
the kindness and 

compassion my 
constituents feel 

is needed to solve 
problems.”
- Dr. Bobek

Paid For By: 
Friends of Bruce Bobek Campaignbrucebobek.com

• Enhance education
• Create jobs 
• Increase 

government 
accountability

• Improve healthcare

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

NORTH COAST SYMPHONIC BAND

A ll Treats - No Tricks
SUNDAY

OCTOBER 30 • 2PM
Liberty Theater • Astoria

PRESHOW AT 1:30 P.M.

David Drury, Guitar
Tickets: Liberty Theater Box Offi  ce 

503-325-5922, ex. 55
Box offi  ce open Wed-Sat 2-5:30pm and

two hours prior to the concert
Regular Admission: $15

Students (13-21): $7
Accompanied Children12 & under: FREE

www.northcoastsymphonicband.org

Dave Becker 
Conductor & 
Musical Director

Soloist”
Mark 
Goodenberger 
Marimba
“Light for Peggy”

David Drury

 W A NTED

 Contact:   Steve Axtell • 360-430-0885 or John Anderson • 360-269-2500

 Alder and Maple  Saw Logs   & Standing Timber

 N orth w es t H a rdw oods  • Lon gview , W A


