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Brother cuts ties with family

Dear Annie: Sadly, my brother
isn’t speaking to me. He is mar-
ried with two children, 17 and
15. I have been part of their life,
although it has been difficult. His
wife is from a different country.
Her family is all back there. She
sabotages all efforts I make to see
her children and has told me that
my children and I are dead to her.
They didn’t come to my daughter’s
wedding and did not allow the chil-
dren to come.

We have never done anything to
upset them; however, [ have been
told I am not a good sister-in-law
because I didn’t live up to what she
felt I should do. I worked full time,
went to school and raised my girls
while her children were young.
She said she expected me to baby-
sit. I have tried to contact the kids,
but my brother says not to. He has
cut ties with everyone in our fam-
ily. My mother had serious health
issues, and he does not allow his
kids to see her. I think that his wife
has mental health issues. Any sug-
gestions on keeping their children
in our lives, or do we wait until
they are older? — Hurting Aunt

Dear Hurting: If your sister-
in-law’s concern really were that
you didn’t spend enough time with
her children, then why would she
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ban you from their lives? It sounds
as if she indeed has severe anger or
anxiety issues and would settle on
anything to resent; for now, that’s
you and your relationship with her
children. It’s disappointing that
your brother has allowed his wife’s
illness to dictate their entire lives.
Your niece and nephew are
probably aware their mother isn’t
well, because people that high-
strung fill households with tension.
It would be good for the children
to have healthier family members
in their lives, and you should make
an effort to give them that. But wait
until they are 18. If you reached
out to them now, it would only
make your brother and his wife
angry, and your niece and nephew
are stuck living with that stress.
Dear Annie: As the Northern
English say, you got the “wrong

end of the stick” on your advice
to “Crackberry Wife,” whose hus-
band is constantly on his phone
working. I lived a crackberry life
before I had children, and I was
able to learn how to let go of my
addiction to work and actually
be present for the child I chose to
have. Mr. Crackberry can make the
same choice, and he is choosing
not to, as his wife enables him.

Your advice that he is offering
a strong work model to the kids is
completely wrong. He is teaching
his kids that men can ignore you
and can’t be interrupted, whereas
good o’ Mommy is apparently
always available to be interrupted.
Further, why would you advise
her to be happy that her husband
spends 30 to 60 minutes a day with
his children? That isn’t parenting.

Emotional connections are hard
work. He cannot be a good father
until he learns patience and how to
listen well. He needs boundaries.
He needs to tell his kids and wife
when he is working, and he needs
to tell them that he will make time
for them when he will not answer
work calls. If he is not willing to
do that, he is not willing to parent
or be a spouse and he is a negative
influence for the whole family. —
Lisa N.
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Tomorrow’s horoscope

By Holiday Mathis, Creators Syndicate Inc.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). The people
who know you best are not always those you
live with or have known for many years, or
the ones you call family. Like-minds, obser-
vant people and kindred spirits will be the
treasures of your life today.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You don't
have to worry about pushing the limits of
your intellect or your creativity. It all unfolds
rather naturally. You'll be coming up with an-
swers for as long as you keep questioning.

GEMINI (May 21-dune 21). Someone
clever has intrigued and inspired you. Now
youre getting increasingly involved in chas-
ing that inspiration so you can build on it. You
so want to construct something here for your
very own.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Polarization
will get old pretty fast. Do what you do when
the printer runs out of black ink: Fall back on
the color cartridge to see even more of this
picture.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Open your mind
and your senses to what other people are
really looking for. Listen to the message in-
side the message. Gaps between people
that seemed too distant to bother with can
be closed with no compromise to integrity.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You once
thought of someone as an adversary, but
now you're beginning to wonder if the two of
you might make a powerful team. Of course,
first you have to agree to be on the same
side. Ease into this.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). If your desire is
weak, and you arent given what you want,
the denial is no big deal. If your desire is
weak and you get what you want, the victory
is no big deal, either. You're better off waiting

for something you really, really want.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). There’s a
stressful little knot to unravel. Don’t get out
the scissors just yet. Go back to the drawing
board. There’s got to be a way to have two
winners in this scenario.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). With
these complicated social dynamics, it may
help to think of yourself as a part of nature —
a particular kind of animal with very specific
adaptations and talents. The better you know
yourself, the happier you'll be.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Today’s
storyline may not be all that emotional or
remarkable, but it will seem to have the dra-
matic music and lighting necessary to evoke
the desired audience response.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). If you
place too small a value on your work, you'll
be stuck at that agreement. On the other
hand, if you price too high you'll be passed
up. Luckily, you have a talent for finding the
sweet spot between supply and demand.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). As the sign
of the fish you know that not every mermaid
wants to be part of the world on land. Right
now you'd rather swim in your grotto and en-
joy the special things you've collected there.

WEDNESDAY’S BIRTHDAY (Oct. 12).
You're dexterous and deft in all things over
the next six weeks, and this will help you set
yourself up for wins down the line. Go on
and make the deal. There’s nothing luckier
than your signature on a document before
the end of December. You'll also cash in mid-
March. Exercise creative talents and make
friends in 2017. Aries and Virgo adore you.
Your lucky numbers are: 30, 2, 22, 26 and
49.

AIRPORT /
SECURITY —

<

I HAD TO 60 THROUGH THE
_—" $ECURITY PAT-DOWN THREE
TIMES---THEY HAD
TROUBLE BELIEVING
THIS 15 JUST mY

EODY AND I'M NOT
5 HIDING ANYTHING.

——

Iz
rQL

7
A

e

\

N

3}

\
W

©2011 Thaves. Dist. by Universal/Uclick

10-11
E-mail: ThavesOne@aol.com  THAVES

LOOK, MR. B/ MY DAD TAUGHT
ME HOW TO “SPIT-SHINE” MY <
SHOES, MARINE CORPS-STYLE!

WHOA!

s Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserve:

© 2016 by King Feature:

I DIDN'T REALIZE YOU
WERE INTO
SHINING SHOES!

I'M NOT!
I JUST LIKE
TO SPIT ON

PHOEBE AND HER UNICORN

This Halloween, I The '\
I think I wanna | one you

go as 3 made
SUPERHERO.

I didnt just "make up"
Claustrophoebea. She’s my
SECRET HERO IDENTITY.

2001 PYoQ PSIaA) 4 PaIGLASARIOPPOLII 20

u100°5o1UI0006

USING THAT AIR you DONT WANT | [ AND THE caN
DUSTER CLEANER?. TOHOLD IT 50 ||SHOULD BE HELD
CLOSE TOTHE || AT A A5-PECREE

&m/ OPTIMUM..

I'm declaring right now
that CANDY ACQUISITION is
one of her superpowers.

gocomics.com

WHAT IF I 60T MY
FOLKS TO DRESS UP AS SOME
FAMOUS LOVING COUPLE
FOR HALLOWEENZ!

HOW MUCH THEY
REALLY DO CARE
ABOUT EACH
OTHER!

Paniasal SIUBL PLIOM -OU] ‘91BOIPUAS Saniea Buiy A 91020

10-1

Heroes
very heroic | deserve
candy.

JohnHartStudios.com

©Trust fbo Ida Hart uwo John Hart. All rights reserved.

DILBERT

THAT WAY THEY CAN GET
INTO CHARACTER AND REMEMBER

IS THIS AFTER NIXING AN IDEA
TO TRAP THEM IN AN ELEVATOR TO
TALK IT OUT FOR 23 MINUTES PLUS

COMMERCIALS? 5

7 4 T DONT NEED
HELPFUL ADVICE NOW,

FAYE. I NEED HELP.

EVERY NOW AND THEN,
THE EARTH LIKES TO LET
You KNOW WHO'S IN CHARGE,

Dist. by Creators

Facebook.com/BCcomic

You JusT
CAN'T HELP
SOME

I ACCIDENTALLY
TALKED THE BOARD
INTO BUYING A
COMPANY THAT HAS A
TAINTED REPUTATION.

Dilbert.com

[ e meome [ oo

] eAD 15 HITLERS ISNT  gTARTED. NOW

gl _TH UNWASHED TMAGINE T MAKE
SOCKS.

2| TAINT? BAD.  youU EAT THOSE

3 SOCKS. . .

10-11-16 © 2016 Scott Adams, Inc. /Dist. by Universal Uclick

LET'S GIVE"HE
MEDS A LITILE
MoRE TIME.

T THINK

HeY'RE
To WorK.)  \}

Y,

lo-n

SIX CHIX ©2016 King Features Syndicate, |

©2016 Margaret Shulock

SO TELL US
ALL ABOUT
YOUR TRIP
SOUTH.

Smutts.com

www.kingf

I POINT
My.f.ﬁk.':. IN WHAT AN

PIRECTION EX I TING ) TN o
AND FLAP. ITINERARY! Rl

PIET. BY UNWERSAL UCLICK

BABY BLUES

THING..?

"A;Av'szohs WILEY INK, \nc. (0-11

I\

[ wag st my weekly appoint~
ment, with wmy whigperer and
he cuggected [ run off with

him— on my back!

O

RO, Dis3t King Festures
10'11:1e  BiZARRO.COM
Facebook.com/ BizarroComicg

WIZARD OF ID

IFYou BUY TS
v, WE'W (LEAN
OUR ROOMS, DO

..UNLESS
THERE'S

\lhalwbwe;.:m
? /\\

e

©7016, BABY BUES PARIMERSHIP DIST, By KING FERTUAES SYMDILATE 1011

GOCOMNCS.CON\/ NONGEQUITUR

LET'S LOOK AT

ZITS

NEREMY, INEED
ToTALK O Y.

Zitscomics.com

©20/6 ZITS Parinersnip. Dist.by King Feaiures

AN, |

(T WA ACONTER A & oAy
FoW DIGAPPROVING /| | Lreslc..

GWNCES.. BUT
MANTANING 4

o\

ROSE IS ROSE

WAV \

(. QQ
A4

Distributed by Universal Uclick

‘\\\\‘\.\

Dist. by Creators

.AND RUIN MY
ENTERTAINMENT ?

OKAY. HIRE
d A ROOFER

©Trust fbo Ida Hart uwo Johr

ENE

N
\l

\

.
\

.\\\\\\\\\:
i \\\\\\\ \
N

S
D

\\\\»

\

(143101 HORNNG STRETCM. |

2

7,

7\




