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Should opposites attract?

Dear Annie: | am a soon-to-be
divorced man who has suffered a
great deal of pain after the collapse
of my lengthy marriage.

After enduring the dissolution
of multiple post-separation rela-
tionships, I found what in many
ways is the perfect woman. As we
have gotten to know each other,
however, we have found huge
ideological gulfs between us.

My significant other does not
vote. She does not believe in vac-
cination. Her disapproval of the
gay lifestyle extends to having ani-
mosity toward gay individuals. She
believes they flaunt a deviance that
they have chosen. Her positions
rankle me.

Do you believe that a relation-
ship between individuals who are
opposites in many respects can sur-
vive and thrive? — Night and Day

Dear Night: There are the sorts
of pairs that are complementary
“opposites,” who together find bal-
ance and more meaning through
each other, e.g., yin and yang, night
and day, peanut butter and jelly.
But your pairing sounds more like
Pop Rocks and soda — explosive
and causing much bellyaching.

My question for you is: Why
the rush into dating? I suggest you
put that on hold until your divorce
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is finalized. Once you’ve turned the
last page in that painful chapter of
your life, you can attempt to start
fresh. Don’t be in such a rush to
partner up that you settle for some-
one and find yourself wanting to
excuse away major issues.

Dear Annie: I'm a 14-year-old
boy from New Jersey. [ just started
high school and am involved in
clubs and on the junior varsity foot-
ball team. I’'m not a straight-A stu-
dent, but I make pretty good grades,
mostly B’s and some A’s.

My parents got divorced when I
was really little; I barely remember
it. Both of them have since remar-
ried. I live with my mom and step-
dad most of the time (spending
some weekends with my dad).

I have an elder brother, who is
17, and a little brother, who is 4.
My elder brother has had all sorts

of problems since he was about
12 or 13. He has anger issues and
shows our parents no respect,
even cursing them out sometimes.
He has slacked off in school and
done things like faking signatures
on failing tests. I know there have
been plenty of other incidents.

Last year, they sent him to a pro-
gram on a ranch for three months.
It was kind of like a school/camp/
rehab for troubled teens. He was
responsible for taking care of ani-
mals there, and it seemed to help
him a lot. But less than a month
after he got back, he started going
back to his old bad ways again.

My parents are always so busy
dealing with my brother’s issues
that I feel as if they barely even
notice me. What can I do to make
them take more notice of me? —
Middle Child

Dear Middle: It’s not easy
being golden. You’re a great bless-
ing in your parents’ lives, and
there’s no doubt in my mind that
they know it, but they’re focus-
ing their attention on your elder
brother. Tell them how you feel. It
might not exactly be fair that you
have to remind them you need
attention, too, but it’s fortunate for
your family to have someone as
patient as you on the team.

BLONDIE

Tomorrow’s horoscope

By Holiday Mathis, Creators Syndicate Inc.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). It makes no
sense to fight for love. Usually those engaged
in such a fight are mistaken about the real
thing they are fighting for, which has more to
do with ego and all that goes along with one’s
desired sense of identity.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Once in a
while, ignoring the problem really does work.
It makes it go away, or causes a perspective
shift so that when we look back at the problem
it no longer seems very significant or difficult
to solve.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Don't be sur-
prised if your rhythm is a bit jerky today,
though you'll be very productive nonetheless.
You could come up with a lot of solutions rapid
fire and then have long lulls of mental radio
silence.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). They admire
your determination; you consider it a curse.
When your drive is thwarted by circumstanc-
es, it causes you an awful lot of frustration.
Learn more coping and calming mechanisms:
You can never have enough.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Note all you've
done. You went out into the world despite your
doubts, and you did what was necessary to
come home with the goods in your hands.
This is something. Maybe even everything.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). For the times
you made the mark, excelled passed it or
fell completely short, there are correspond-
ing reasons. Analyze without emotion. Never
kick yourself for underperforming when you've
done your best.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You may find
yourself once again in a position to look for the
work that better fits your personality and abili-
ties. The looking isn't so fun, but the finding is

heaven — and the doing is a dream come true.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Your talent for
finding the perfect words to describe your feel-
ings will come into play. Take your time with
this. Tinker with different choices. When you
get it right, you'll bring people right to where
you are emotionally.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Com-
passion starts with self-compassion. Be gen-
tle with your own feelings, supportive of your
goals and dreams and a listening ear to your
own concerns. Take care of yourself and you'll
be a rather amazing friend to others.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The most
dangerous thing around will be other people’s
sadness. Avoid getting caught in the whirl. Do
the social equivalent of throwing a life jacket
or a sturdy pole toward the downward spiral.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You'll happily
adapt to the curve balls that friends will throw
into your schedule. That they are a little unpre-
dictable isn't inconvenient at all; in fact, right
now, you'll experience it as a bonus.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Observing
your inner and outer world to a great degree
is something you will excel at. You might be
surprised at how widely people vary in this
ability, and your possession of it will help you
in unforeseen ways.

WEDNESDAY’S BIRTHDAY (Oct. 5). Be-
cause of your fantastic eye you will pull togeth-
er many happy environments, celebrations
and professional triumphs. Before the year is
over, you'll learn something to help you pro-
cess feelings and strengthen your self-control
— and it will cost you next to nothing! Love is
the main attraction in 2017. Cancer and Pisces
adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 14, 9, 33,
28 and 50.
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