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New York 
shared the relics 
of terror

By ADAM GELLER
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Behind 
the barbed wire, the minivan’s 
busted windows and crumpled 
roof hint at its story. But fork-
lifted to this windblown spot on 
the John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport tarmac, between a 
decommissioned 727 and an air-
craft hangar, it’s doubtful pass-
ing drivers notice it at all.

In the long struggle with 
the memories of 9/11, though, 
the van’s solitary presence here 
marks a small but signiicant 
transition point.

Tons of wreckage — twisted 
steel beams, chunks of concrete 
smelling of smoke, a crushed 
ire engine, a dust-covered air-
line slipper — were salvaged 
from the World Trade Center site 
for preservation after the 2001 
terrorist attacks. Now, 15 years 
later, this van from a govern-
ment agency motor pool likely 
sheltered in a garage beneath the 
complex, is the last artifact with-
out a resting place.

When the van is claimed 
it will fulill a pledge that, to 
move beyond 9/11 without los-
ing sight of it, New York would 

share relics of that terror, along 
with the tales of sacriice and 
fear that come with them. The 
decision to give away pieces of 
wreckage has been praised and 
criticized over the years. But its 
impact is undeniable.

More than 2,600 artifacts 
have gone to 1,585 ire and 
police departments, schools and 
museums, and other nonproit 
organizations in every state and 
at least eight other countries.

“They are the relics of the 
destruction and they have the 
same power in the same way 
as medieval relics that have the 
power of the saints,” said Har-
riet Senie, author of “Memori-
als to Shattered Myths: Vietnam 
to 9/11.”

An architect 
combed site

After the attacks, it wasn’t at 
all clear what would happen to 
the wreckage. The Port Author-
ity of New York & New Jersey, 
the Trade Center’s owner, dis-
patched an architect to comb 
the site, saving a fraction of 
the material, which was sent to 
JFK’s empty Hangar 17.

A judge determined the arti-
facts could be donated to those 
who promised to care for them. 
But where to begin?

“It was piles and piles, prob-
ably my height or higher, of steel 
beams,” says Amy Passiak, the 
archivist hired to catalog the 

artifacts, recalling the irst time 
she walked into the hangar in 
2010. Passiak, a high school 
senior in Michigan at the time 
of the attacks, had been working 
as an intern at New York’s 9/11 
museum, but says she was still 
unprepared for the scene.

“I remember going home that 
day and just being exhausted, 
just from being there a few 
hours, just being emotionally 
exhausted and not being able 
to comprehend the amount of 
work that was going to go into 
the process.”

As word spread that the Port 
Authority was giving the mate-
rial away, requests poured in. 
Through August, it had distrib-
uted 2,629 artifacts.

Many went to ire depart-
ments, local governments and 
organizations in the New York 
area with direct ties to those who 
perished.

“That’s where the DNA is,” 
said John Hodge of the Ste-
phen Siller Tunnels to Tow-
ers Foundation, named for his 
cousin, a New York ireighter 
killed on 9/11. In late July, the 
foundation claimed an elevator 
motor from the Trade Center, 
a piece of the parking struc-
ture, and a portion of a broad-
cast antenna that crowned the 
complex.

“Neither my cousin or any-
body else from Squad 1 was 
ever found, but it’s in that steel,” 
Hodge said.

Adopted artifacts
But for many of the people 

and groups that adopted arti-
facts, the loss was more abstract.

Heath Satow, a sculptor in 
California hired to design a 9/11 
memorial for the plaza fronting 
Rosemead’s city ofices, recalls 
awkwardly scanning a digital 
catalog showing beams avail-
able from the Trade Center. But 
hundreds of hours creating the 
memorial — a 10-foot beam 
cradled by hands of chrome, the 
palms and ingers formed from 
2,976 interlocking birds repre-
senting individual victims — 
left a deep impression.

“Every individual was 
attended to,” said Satow, his 
voice breaking. “I just was 
totally unprepared for it. But 
when you spend all that time 
seeing it as individuals it will 
just wreck you.”

At Flour Bluff Junior High 
School in Corpus Christi, Texas, 
students from an oficer training 
program stand guard each Sep-
tember alongside Trade Cen-
ter steel displayed near the caf-
eteria. Bruce Chaney, the naval 
science instructor who applied 
for the artifacts, brings another, 
smaller piece to his classes.

The artifact is “twisted 
and somewhat burned. It’s not 
pretty. I’m hoping it will make 
them think as they’re growing 
up, that they have to pay atten-
tion to their past,” Chaney said.

Fears of terrorism
But 15 years after Septem-

ber 11, memories of the attacks 
are set against continued fears of 
terrorism.

“We just don’t know where 
the events of 9/11 have led 
us,” said Rick Sluder, ire 
chief in Wauseon, Ohio, which 
obtained a Trade Center beam 
and, together with neighboring 
departments, built a memorial at 
the Fulton County Fairgrounds.

“A lot of people are look-
ing at this as, is this the point of 
downfall or the point at which 
we rose above the rest, the point 
of resiliency?” Sluder said.

By early this year, there was 
little left at Hangar 17, Passiak 
said. Items like police cruis-
ers, whose purpose that day 
were clear, found takers. But 
unmarked vehicles, anonymous 
but for their place in the wreck-
age, were initially passed over.

When the Port Authority 
shuttered the artifact program in 
August, oficials moved the only 
remaining artifact — a white 
Dodge Caravan — to the tar-
mac. It, too, is likely to go soon, 
to a group oficials will not iden-
tify until its application has been 
approved.

Passiak, who recently moved 
to Michigan to start a job at an 
art museum, said some day 
she’d like to take a road trip, 
stopping to see where the arti-
facts have found homes.

After 15 years, the last artifacts of 9/11 are inally put to rest

Guides relive 
horriic day

By VERENA DOBNIK
Associated Press

NEW YORK — For almost 
a decade after her brother was 
killed on 9/11, Jeanmarie Har-
grave avoided the World Trade 
Center. Being there was “too 
emotional, too sad.”

But ive years ago, she tried 
a different way of grieving. She 
joined a group of about 800 
people touched personally by 
the attacks who now lead tours 
of the Sept. 11 memorial plaza.

The guides, who include 
attack survivors, rescue and 
recovery workers and people 
who lost a loved one, give vis-
itors the soul-stirring experi-
encing of walking through the 
rebuilt complex with people 
who came face to face with the 
attack and its aftermath.

And in return, guides like 
Hargrave, of Maplewood, New 
Jersey, get an emotional outlet.

At irst, she said, “I had a 
very dificult time telling my 
personal story. I would cry 
through the whole thing.” But 
that soon changed.

“These people can cry with 
you and laugh with you. And 
that makes it much easier,” said 
Hargrave, whose brother, T.J. 
Hargrave, worked in the twin 
towers at the inancial services 
company Cantor Fitzgerald.

The daily, 75-minute tours 
are organized by the 9/11 Trib-
ute Center , a nonproit created 
by the September 11 Families 
Association, one of the groups 
representing people who lost a 
relative in the attacks.

After leaving the Tribute 
Center’s gallery, which con-
tains artifacts, images and oral 
histories of the attacks, the tour 
groups visit a memorial to lost 
ireighters on the side of a Lib-
erty Street irehouse that was 
nearly destroyed in the attacks. 

Deeply personal detail
Two guides then lead each 

group through the World Trade 
Center’s tree-illed plaza to the 
two memorial pools, explain-
ing — often in deeply personal 
detail — what happened on the 
day of the attacks.

“We opened the ofice door, 
and the hall was a wall of black 
smoke,” guide Leokadia Glo-
gowski told a group of two 
dozen visitors on one recent 
tour. She worked as an engineer 
on the 82nd loor of the north 
tower, and described how the 
building swayed when it was 
struck by an airliner.

“Somebody yelled, ‘Get 
out, right now! Get out!”’ she 
told her group.  She said she 
prayed before plunging into the 
smoke, feeling her way to the 
stairwell and walking the 82 
stories to the ground. 

Rose Starosta, a tourist from 
Saskatchewan, said hearing 

that irst-person account made 
her visit to the site far more 
moving and intimate.

“It doesn’t really hit you 
until somebody says she was 
afraid, but determined to get 

down,” she said, her voice 
cracking with emotion. “When 
you hear someone’s story, you 
really feel it inside, and it’s 
totally different from just com-
ing and looking at the buildings 
and memorial pools.”

The Tribute Center oper-
ates separately from the oficial 
National September 11 Memo-
rial & Museum, which con-
trols the plaza, the two giant 
memorial pools and an under-
ground museum. It runs about 
six tours a day, at a cost of $25 
per person.

No scripts
The tours aren’t scripted, 

though the guides are trained 
in a series of workshops con-
ducted in collaboration with 
the storytelling organization 
The Moth. Tribute volunteers, 
staff and story coaches work to 
craft each narration. 

Jean Nebbia, a school-
teacher from Oakland, New 
Jersey, said that like Hargrave, 
she avoided the World Trade 
Center site for years before 
volunteering as a guide last 
June.

Now she tells the story of 
her brother Steven Schlag, 
who also worked at Cantor 
Fitzgerald.

“I had never really done 
anything as far as 9/11. I 
always had this heavy load that 
weighed me down, but I wasn’t 
ready till this past spring. I 
realized that I need to do some-

thing,” she said. “I don’t want 
to stop talking about what hap-
pened that day, and this gives 
me a voice. I am just so grate-
ful that I’m meeting these peo-
ple and that they’re willing to 
listen.”

Closest to son
Another guide, retired phy-

sician Barry Aron, 75, travels 
from Maryland for a day each 
month to lead two tours.

He ends each tour at the 
spot where the name of his 
son, Joshua Todd Aron, is 
engraved on the bronze par-
apet surrounding the north 
tower memorial pool.

The new World Trade Cen-
ter is “the place where I feel 
closest to Josh,” he said.

He also leads his groups to 
a more hopeful spot — to the 
“Survivor Tree,” a stalwart 
pear that emerged from the 
iery rubble, clinging to life.

“I point out to people, ‘You 
see the burned bark from 9/11? 
— and the new growth?”’ he 
says. “It’s a symbol of our 
perseverance in the face of 
adversity.” 

Glogowski’s presentation is 
tinged with hope, too. She tells 
her tour group that as she led 
Manhattan after the attack, she 
encountered a saving grace: a 
girl handing out paper towels 
to ash-smeared survivors so 
they could wipe their faces. 

“Goodness and love always 
win,” she said.

Survivors of 9/11 share soul-stirring experiences 

Jetta Fraser/The Columbus Dispatch

A beam from the destroyed World Trade Center buildings, 

part of the 9/11 Memorial near the Veterans’ Pavilion at the 

Fulton County Fair in Wauseon, Ohio. 

AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews

Jean Nebbia, a schoolteacher from Oakland, N.J., talks with 

visitors to the Sept. 11 memorial site in New York. Nebbia 

serves as a volunteer tour guide, organized by the private 

nonprofit 9/11 Tribute Center, to tell tours about her broth-

er Steven Schlag, a partner at Cantor Fitzgerald, who was 

killed in the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade Center. 

Oregon Construction Contractor's Law requires that all those who advertise remodeling, repair or construction services be registered with the Construction Contractor's
Board. Registration means contractors have bonds and insurance on the job site. For your protection, be sure any construction contractors you hire are registered. If they
are not, or if you are a contractor who wishes to register, call Construction Contractor's Board in Salem, OR 1-503-378-4621.
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ARBORIST

Bigby’s Tree Service

ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS

•Pruning
•Removal
•Stump Grinding
•Excavator/Brush Rake
•Vegetation Management

(503)791-0767

bigbys tree service.com

Affordable rates.
CCB#158562

ARBOR CARE
TREE SPECIALISTS

ISA Certified Arborists
ISA Board-Certified

Master Arborist
ISA Tree Risk Assessment

Qualified
Comprehensive Service,

Pruning/Removal,
Stump Grinding/Hazard Evaluations

(503)791-0853
www.arborcarenw.com

CCB#171855
WA#ARBORCI909RW
Care for Your Trees

BOATREPAIR
••OUTBOARD REPAIR••
Clatsop Power Equipment 

34912 Hwy 101 Bus, Astoria
1-800-220-0792 or 503-325-0792

BUILDERS
Jack Coffey Construction

• New•Repair•Remodel
•Drywall •Concrete •Decks

•Licensed  •Bonded  • Insured
(503)325-7406 * CCB#55284

CLEANING SERVICES
WEST COAST

WINDOW WASHERS
•Property Maintenance 
•Windows 2+ Stories

•Washing Houses/Gutters/Decks
•We Have Truck & Equiptment for

Odd Jobs
Licensed/Insured

Excellent references. (503)325-
4526

LAWN& GARDEN
Dejesus Landscape Maintenance 
•One time clean ups & year round

maintenance. •hedges  •pruning 
•Pressure washing •gutters 

•weeding •bark •dumping service 
(503)791-5329

Call for an Appointment

•JIM’S LAWN CARE•
•Brush Clearing•Lawns•Shrubs 

•Hauling•Gutter & Storm-Cleanup
(503)325-2445 •Free Estimates

Moreiras
Lawn and house services

•Mowing •Hedging •Weeding
•Presure Washing •Gutters
•Hauling •House Cleaning 

•Fencing • Woodchips 
•Free Estimates

No job too big or small!
(503)440-6348 or (503)861-8648

LAWN& GARDEN
Pedro’s Lawn Care
Variety of Services
•Pressure Washing 

• Moss Removal
•Gutter Cleaning

•Painting
•House Cleaning

•Fence Work
•Debris Hauling

•Gravel Road Maintenance
•Free Estimates

503-791-8622

VEGETATION

MANAGEMENT

Bigby’s Tree Service

•Excavator mounted Flail Mower
•Brush raking •Lot clearing
•Scotch broom Removal

•chipping •Invasive Species removal
•Levey/Dike mowing
•Low impact Logging.

(503)791-0767

bigbys tree service.com

Affordable rates.
CCB#158562

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Rhema RV Repair

Seaside, OR. 97138
Offers on-site service and repair

covering your RV, motorhome,
travel trailer and camper needs.

Call Mike 208 805 5578

Terry Marshall Bookkeeping Service
(503)298-0750

•Payables •Receivables •Payroll
•Quarterly Reporting

LOOKING for a second car? The clas-
sified section is a complete car-
buyer’s guide.

LIVE OUTSIDE ASTORIA? To place
your ad in the Daily Astorian
Classifieds, simply dial:

1-800-781-3211
It’s fast and it’s toll free!

 GARAGE  SALES
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ASTORIA

Impact Thrift Store NOW OPEN
Now Accepting Donations!

1062 Marine Dr, Astoria
541-305-5389

2 ATV’s, Household, Toys & Games,
Furniture, & Misc.

471 47th St-Astoria
Friday & Saturday 8am-5pm

709 Alameda, Astoria
Friday & Saturday

Sept. 16th & 17th - 8am to 4pm
Sunday Sept. 18th - 8am to 12pm
Camping, Hunting, Fishing, Tools,

Ladders, 5 Gallon Gas Cans, 
Rope (crab), crab pots, Clam Gun-

Shovel. Household, Clothing, 5
gallon Propane Tank,Tents, 

water jugs, metal detector, crab
cooker, power tools, sanders, new

porta potty, new garden tools,
and Much More!

CANNON BEACH

Cannon Beach Garage Sale.
277 Beaver St.

100 year old library table,
Vintage things, lots of stuff!

This THUR-SAT 9:00-3:00

GEARHART
First Stage Moving Sale

Refrigerator, Recliner, Two Armoirs,
Other Misc. Items., Glassware,

Records.
9am-4pm Saturday
749 F St, Gearhart

ESTATE OF JERRY BOSCO
Sept 16-17 8am-2pm

3678 Pacific, Cannon Beach, OR

150 Old Rare Books,18th-19th
century Round clawfoot oak table

3-leaves, 8-chairs Spindle double-
bed Original pottery by Bosco

Kitchen & Glasswares Old wood
dressers Aladdin Copper Lamps
Bedding, Futon, Old Artwork,
Microwave oven, Antiques &

collectables 6-old crocks
Stained glass lamp, 2-rockers

Miscellaneous old items L&S 

SEASIDE
Garage Sale

264 Alpine Street, Seaside
Friday, Sept. 16th, 11am to 4pm

Saturday, Sept. 17th, 8am to 3pm

Lightening the Load:
Sale Items from 3 households

Dishwasher, Small Appliances,
Men’s/Women’s Clothes,

Lamps, Stormdoor, Gift Items,
Holiday Lights and Decorations,
Lamps, Kitchen Utensils, Toys

and Lego pieces, Linens,
Cookware, Note Cards, Jewelry,
Bedding, Tools, Free Stuff, Too! 

Vendors Wanted! Craft/Gift Fair
Seaside Convention Center on

October 22nd
Reserve Your Table Now

503-325-2100

SVENSEN
Svensen Grange Flea Market
Saturday September 17th, 9-4
Sunday September 18th, 10-4

Always great new stuff!
Come Have some fun!

ERROR AND CANCELLATIONS

Please read your ad on the first
day. If you see an error, The Daily
Astorian will gladly re-run your ad
correctly. We accept responsibility
for the first incorrect insertion, and
then only to the extent of a cor-
rected insertion or refund of the
price paid. To cancel or correct an
ad, call 503-325-3211 or 1-800-
781-3211.

19th Annual 30 Miles of
Junque

A 30 mile garage sale from
Tokeland to Ocosta thru Westport

& Grayland.
9am-5pm

Sat-Sun Sept 17 & 18.
Maps available at Garage sale

locations, VIC and online at
www.ComeToWestport.com

LOOK FOR ORANGE 30 MOJ
SIGNS

CANNON BEACH

SEASIDE WESTPORT, WASH.

HOME DELIVERY! Your Daily
Astorian should arrive by 5:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday. If it does
not, please call us at 503-325-3211
or 1-800-781-3211.

If You Live In
Seaside

or Cannon Beach
DIAL

325-3211
FOR A

Daily Astorian
Classified Ad


