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U.S. personal income growth 
is slowing from 6 percent at the 
beginning of 2015 to half of that 
now, he said.

Weakness in manufacturing 
has spread beyond energy pro-
duction to more industries, and 
investment spending continues 
to stay lat. Other states are start-
ing to see their sales and income 
tax revenues stagger at amounts 
below projections, McMullen 
said.

General fund revenue is on 
track to reach $18.334 billion, 
down $2.2 million from the 
June forecast of $18.336.5 bil-
lion, according to the revenue 
forecast.

The economic and revenue 

forecasts didn’t address what 
the state’s revenue would look 
like if Measure 97 passes in 
November. The corporate sales 
tax measure would add an esti-
mated $3 billion more per year 
to state coffers. If the tax mea-
sure passes, the Ofice of Eco-
nomic Analysis will adjust 
state revenue numbers for the 
December forecast.

“Today’s economic and rev-
enue forecast shows that our 
efforts and economic policies 
are moving Oregon’s economy 
forward,” said Senate Majority 
Leader Ginny Burdick, D-Port-
land. Burdick said Senate Dem-
ocrats would continue to push 
for policies to boost the state’s 
economy and quality of life.

Meanwhile, Republicans 

asked lawmakers to proceed with 
caution in passing new policy.

“Right now, Oregon’s econ-
omy is holding steady,” said 
House Minority Leader Mike 
McLane, R-Powell Butte. 
“However, there are some indi-
cations that things are beginning 
to slow down in other states 
around the country. Because our 
state is so interconnected with 
national and international mar-
kets, our government should 
proceed with caution. Now is 
not the time for signiicant pol-
icy changes that would not only 
produce uncertainty but could 
have a chilling impact on our 
private sector.”

The Capital Bureau is a collab-
oration between EO Media Group 
and Pamplin Media Group.

Economy: ‘Right now, Oregon’s 
economy is holding steady’
Continued from Page 1A

places are running out of signs. 
Another 2,500 signs could be 
ordered soon. 

The program is a simple 
way to empower the commu-
nity in an emergency situation, 
Brown said. 

“The OK/HELP sign pro-
gram is part of our broader mes-
sage that every citizen plays 
a role in emergency response 
and preparedness,” Brown 
said. “Immediately following a 
widespread event like an earth-
quake or severe winter storm, 
irst responders will be in high 

demand and short supply. The 
signs can effectively mitigate 
injuries and loss of life by help-
ing local agencies use what rel-
atively few resources they have 
in an eficient manner.”

Clatsop County residents 
can ind the signs at the fol-
lowing locations: 

• Clatsop County ofices 
— County manager’s ofice, 
child support ofice, public 
health, clerk and elections, 
assessment and taxation, ani-
mal shelter;

• Astoria — City Hall, 
Astoria Library, ire/police 
station, KMUN radio, Salon 

Verve and Hauer’s Lawn Care 
& Equipment;

• Warrenton/Hammond 
— City Hall, Warrenton 
Community Library, Costco, 
Medix, Les Schwab;

• Gearhart — City Hall, 
Gearhart Grocery;

• Seaside — City Hall, 
police department, Seaside 
Library, visitor center;

• Cannon Beach/Arch 
Cape — City Hall, police sta-
tion, Cannon Beach Library, 
Cannon Beach ire station, 
Mariner Market;

• Knappa/Svensen — 
Knappa ire station.

Signs: Another 2,500 could be ordered soon
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Membership at 8,100
Membership now stands 

at 8,100 and the coalition has 
also started producing videos 
that feature people who live 
near where the monument 
would be located explain-
ing in their own words why it 
would be a bad idea.

Malheur County rancher 

and coalition board member 
Elias Eiguren said putting a 
face on the coalition’s mes-
sage makes it more personal 
and allows people to under-
stand that what would hap-
pen would affect real people. 

“I think as more people 
see those videos … it will 
bring more awareness to 
what’s going on,” he said.

As he prepares to com-

plete his presidency, Obama 
has made frequent use of 
the authorities granted under 
the Antiquities Act, much to 
the delight of environmental 
groups but to the consterna-
tion of some lawmakers and 
industry groups.

On Thursday, the presi-
dent will establish the irst 
national marine monument 
in the Atlantic, a move that’s 

designed to permanently 
protect nearly 5,000 square 
miles of underwater canyons 
and mountains off the coast 
of New England.

The White House said the 
designation will lead to a ban 
on commercial ishing, min-
ing and drilling, though a sev-
en-year exception will occur 
for the lobster and red crab 
industries. Recreational ish-

ing will be allowed within the 
monument.

The designation of the 
Northeast Canyons and Sea-
mounts Marine National 
Monument marks the 27th 
time Obama has acted to 
create or expand a national 
monument.

If the proposed national 
monument is created in Ore-
gon, it won’t be because 

people didn’t know about 
the local opposition to it, 
said Malheur County Farm 
Bureau President Jeana Hall.

“The Owyhee Basin Stew-
ardship Coalition has done a 
great job of voicing Malheur 
County’s opinion on this and 
making sure (people) know 
where we stand,” she said.

The Associated Press con-
tributed to this report.

Ranchers: Owyhee Basin Stewardship Coalition has 8,100 members
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as the Switzerland of Ohio for 
its forested, rolling hills. In tiny 
Hannibal (population: 411), 
stately two-story homes over-
look lawns that roll toward the 
banks of the Ohio. 

But the misery is real. 
Monroe County’s unemploy-
ment rate is Ohio’s highest at 
10.2 percent. Families have 
moved out to ind work. 

“You’re going to have to 
travel to ind a job,” says Fran 
Poole, whose husband, Cecil, 
worked at the Ormet plant 
here for 37 years before being 
laid off when it closed.

Some laid-off workers 
chose to retire early. Oth-
ers found work in the energy 
business, only to see those 
jobs melt away, too, as oil 
and gas prices fell. Some are 
doing odd jobs — cutting 
grass, hauling gravel.

Much of the damage to 
this region can be traced to 
China’s decision to become 
self-suficient in aluminum 
production. Aluminum is used 
in construction and auto man-
ufacturing, aerospace and 
consumer-product packaging. 
The surge in its production 
relected a broader Chinese 
strategy: pour money into 
manufacturing to add jobs and 
accelerate economic growth.

China on overdrive
Fueled by government sub-

sidies and cheap loans from 
state-owned banks, Chinese 
aluminum producers went 
into overdrive: In 2000, the 
United States had produced 
a world-beating 15 percent 
of all aluminum, China just 
11 percent. By 2015, China 
had escalated its output nearly 
1,200 percent — and held 55 
percent of the world’s share. 

As Chinese aluminum 
looded the world, prices col-
lapsed. U.S. production has 
tumbled 56 percent since 
2000, according to the U.S. 
Geological Survey. And 
America’s share of world alu-
minum is below 3 percent.

Since 2011, U.S. alumi-

num companies have closed 
or idled nine of the 14 U.S. 
smelters. Two surviving 
plants are running at half 
capacity or less. 

Longtime residents recall 
how vital the Ormet plant 
here was for the area’s econ-
omy and for supporting mid-
dle-class lifestyles. Work-
ers regularly vacationed and 
bought houses and boats and 
all-terrain vehicles to tear up 
the Ohio countryside. 

“If you didn’t go to college 
or the military, you went to the 
coal mines or Ormet,” says 
Bill Long, a former Ormet 
laborer who is a supervisor 
at the county’s Department of 
Job and Family Services.

The factory drew work-
ers from the hills of West Vir-
ginia and eastern Ohio, pay-
ing them about $40,000 a year 
before overtime. Overtime 
was “sporadic,” recalls Carl 
Davis, a former Ormet worker 
who is now a Monroe County 
commissioner. “But a few 
were known to gross around 
$100,000.”

“Even though the work 
was hard back then, it was 
best job I had ever had, and 
the most money I’d ever had 
my hands on,” says Fran-
cis Blackstone, a 70-year-old 
Ormet retiree. “And the ben-
eits were just unheard of” — 
including free health care. 

Aluminum prices 
plunged

Through most of the 2000s 
— aside from a sharp drop 
during the Great Recession — 
world aluminum prices had 
withstood the surge in sup-
ply from China. China’s own 
economy was growing so 
fast its demand for aluminum 
was nearly insatiable. Then 
its economy decelerated after 
2010, and aluminum prices 
plunged.

Desperate, Ormet and the 
Steelworkers union sought 
to renegotiate electricity 
prices from the local util-
ity, AEP Ohio. In 2012 and 
2013, they urged Gov. John 
Kasich to lean on the state 

utility commission to help. 
Kasich wouldn’t intervene, 
leaving the decision to the 
commission.

The plant went out of 
business. 

Aluminum prices were so 
low the plant might not have 
survived anyway. But Kasich’s 
refusal to intervene helps 
explain why animosity for the 
governor runs high in these 
parts. In the March Republi-
can presidential primary, Mon-
roe County overwhelmingly 
backed Trump and rejected 
Kasich, who otherwise won 
his home state handily.

Trump is viewed as a 
champion to many here who 
say America’s political lead-
ers have stood by while com-
petition from China and other 
countries has wrecked com-
munities like Hannibal.

“He says what a lot of peo-
ple would like to say,” says 
Cecil Poole. 

Workers: Trump ‘says what a lot of people would like to say’
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A dust collector for a carbon storage room of the former Ormet plant in Hannibal, Ohio. The plant closed in 2014 due to 

stiff price competition from China. 
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Cecil Poole, a former Ormet employee who became a truck driver after he lost his job, but 

is now retired, poses for a photo in downtown Woodsfield, Ohio. As a truck driver, Poole 

earned about what he made at Ormet, though he had to work twice as many hours for it. 

He retired in June. 
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Assistance League of
the Columbia Pacific
P.O. Box 596 Astoria, OR 97103

Mission Statement: 
Assistance League of theColumbia Pacific is a non-profitorganization whose volunteerefforts raise funds to assist childrenin our Clatsop County

Communities.

Vision:
To be an effective resource inthe community responding toservices, delivery gaps andemerging needs through volunteerefforts and collaborative

partnerships.

Values:
• Commitment
• Leadership
• Ethics
• Accountability
• Respect

Assistance League ofthe Columbia Pacific 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW
Operation School Bell: 

OSB is the signature program of AssistanceLeague; providing new clothes for children in need,grades K-12.  The schools identify the students andwe supply 2 pairs of pants, 2 shirts, sweatshirt, jacket,underwear, socks and shoes to each child!  Last yearwe helped clothe over 600 kids! Wish you could seetheir smiling faces!

Cinderella’s Closet:
Assistance League of the Columbia Pacific ownsover 280 fancy dresses!  During Homecoming andProm season we set up a boutique and the highschool girls come “shopping” for something to wearto the ‘ball’. We hope to make them all feel likeprincesses!

Athletic Participation Scholarships: This program provides funds for sports fees andappropriate gear; giving students an opportunity tobecome involved in sports. This in turn allows children to receive all the benefits of being part of a team,

fostering friendships and building confidence. The goal is to promote the desire to stay in school.Duffle Bags:
The Duffle Bag Program ensures that every Clatsop County child being placed into the Foster Care

system is given a duffle bag filled with comfort items such as pjs, a blanket, a stuffed animal, a book and

toiletries.  This offers the child a bit of comfort in an uncertain time in their lives. 

FUNDRAISING
• Direct Mail CampaignSEPTEMBER: Look in your mail – You might have a flyer waiting for you.• Home & Chef Tour

OCTOBER: Showcasing outstanding homes & chefs throughout Clatsop
County

• Fabulous Fun Night
MARCH 5, 2016,  Please join us for a tremendous night as we celebrate 
our local children. Save the Date & Look for Details
• Golf Ball Drop
May 7, 2016: A Fun Event for all ages at Astoria Golf & Country Club.

CONTACT INFORMATIONPresident: Jane Cartwrightjjjkcart@msn.com

Membership: Shelby Mogensonshelbym@charter.net

Web Site:
www.assistanceleaguecp.com

SPONSORED BY:
Autio Company

 Giving Back is designed to give our community nonprofits and corporations that support them a 
 platform for exposing their mission and their fundraising needs to the business community.

 Giving Back is a resource designed to offer companies and individuals a wealth of information to 
 assist them in their charitable giving plans.

  We’ve dedicated a full page to each nonprofit detailing their mission statements, goals, service ar ea, 
 board members, events and giving/volunteering opportunities plus a full page to their sponsor.

 We are proud to present the 2nd annual edition of

 Giving Back

 P UBL ISH E S 

 OCTOBE R  3 1, 2016  

 In serted in  the Da ily A storia n

 D E AD L IN E : 

 OCTOBE R  14 , 2016

 For Spa ce Reserva tion

 Betty Sm ith

 A dvertisin g Director
 503-325-3211 Ext. 238 • 503-791-7307 Cell

 bsm ith@ da ilya storia n .com  

 Holly La rk in s
 503-325-3211 Ext. 227 • 503-791-2779 Cell

 hla rk in s@ da ilya storia n .com  

 A n n a  Sta m per
 503-325-3211, Ext. 229 • 703-919-5584 Cell 

 a sta m per@ da ilya storia n .com  

 Lisa  Ca don a u  - A storia
 503-325-3211, Ext. 273 • 503-791-0415 Cell 

 lca don a u @ da ilya storia n .com  

 Bra n dy Stew a rt - Sea side

 a n d Ca n n on  Bea ch
 503-738-5561 • 503-791-7769 Cell

 bstew a rt@ da ilya storia n .com  

 A n drew Ren wick  - Lon g Bea ch
 360-642-6703, Ext. 229 • 503-791-2780 Cell 

 a ren wick @ chin ook observer.com

 To reserve you r spa ce con ta ct:

 Coming October 2016

 Thank you to our generous business community for all 
 that you do to support our local nonprofit organizations


