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Drowning 
assumed after 
extensive search

By NATALIE ST. JOHN
EO Media Group

LONG BEACH, Wash. — 
A 25-year-old woman from 
Seattle who went out for a swim 
with her boyfriend Wednesday 
night disappeared in the surf 
and is presumed dead.

The victim has not been 
publicly identiied. She was the 
second person to drown on the 
peninsula this summer.

Police, ire, medical and 
surf rescue responders were 
irst called to the beach at about 
10:30 p.m. Wednesday night, 
after a male friend, who was 
with the woman when she dis-
appeared, called 911.

According to emergency 
responders, the man and woman 
were staying at the Adrift Hotel 
and decided to go down to the 
beach sometime after dark. 
The man told responders that 
he and the woman decided to 
go for a dip in the ocean, prob-
ably at about 9:45 p.m. Within 
about 10 minutes of entering 
the water, the two became sepa-
rated. The man searched for the 
woman in the waves and called 
for her for about ive to 10 min-
utes. However, the night was 
dark and overcast, and even 
if it had been clear, the sliver 
of crescent moon would have 
provided very little light, so 
visibility was extremely low. 
Responders say the man real-
ized he needed to call 911, but 
had left his cellphone back in 
his hotel room. He ran back 
to the hotel, called 911, then 
returned to the beach, where he 
worked with responders.

Invisible hazards
The incident started roughly 

1½ hours before a fairly low 
tide. At the time, the air tem-
perature and water tempera-
ture were both between about 
55 and 60 degrees. Accord-
ing to various internet sources, 
a healthy person who is in 50 
to 60-degree water typically 
reaches the point of exhaustion 
or unconsciousness in one to 
two hours, but can sometimes 
survive for as long as six hours. 
However, with many hazards 
underwater, including rolling 
logs and “crab holes,” as well 
as a powerful, but invisible rip 
current, most of the Peninsu-
la’s dozens of drowning vic-
tims have succumbed to the 
water within an hour or so.

While the small waves 
Wednesday night likely 
appeared fairly harmless from 
shore, the low tide may have 
made it easier for the pair of 
friends to unwittingly ven-
ture near some hazards that 

are usually covered by much 
deeper water.

Around 10:45 p.m., a res-
cuer asked the U.S. Coast 
Guard to dispatch a search 
helicopter. The Coast Guard 
quickly sent an MH-60 Jay-
hawk helicopter from Sector 
Columbia River in Warren-
ton, which arrived at about 11 
p.m. The helicopter continued 
to sweep back and forth over 
the water in widening circles 
for the remainder of the search 
effort. As the evening wore on, 
the helicopter began venturing 
farther north and south, a pos-
sible indication that respond-
ers were shifting from a rescue 
effort to a recovery effort.

Suspending the search
With little chance of inding 

the woman amid the worsening 
weather conditions, rescuers 
suspended the ground search 
at about 12:40 a.m., and a con-
voy of emergency vehicles left 
the beach.

The Coast Guard helicopter 
continued searching until about 
2 a.m., and a Coast Guard boat 
continued until about 3 a.m., 
when the fog made it impos-
sible to continue. According to 
a statement from Coast Guard 
oficials, a boat crew returned 
to the area at about sunrise 
Thursday, and stayed until 
about 9:30 a.m., when they 
made the dificult decision to 
suspend the search.

“Our thoughts go out to the 
family and friends of the miss-
ing woman,” said Capt. David 

Berliner, deputy commander 
at Coast Guard Sector Colum-
bia River. “The decision to sus-
pend a search and rescue case 
is the hardest decision I make 
as a leader and Coast Guards-
man, but I also know our crews 
did everything they could have 
done to have a better outcome.”

Responders said that it can 
take anywhere from days to 
weeks to recover the body 
of a drowning victim, and 
some never return to shore. 
Paciic County Coroner Mark 
McClain said oficials will 
likely wait to see if the woman 
can be recovered before declar-
ing her dead. In the meantime, 
the Paciic County Sheriff’s 
Ofice is handling the investi-
gation of the incident.

Long Beach Volunteer Fire 
Department Chief Matt Bon-
ney, a longtime ire volunteer 
who grew up on the Peninsula, 
said the incident had deeply 
affected many of the respond-
ers who helped out. He noted 
that some of the same people 
also responded to an early sum-
mer incident in which a mid-
dle school girl from Oregon 
drowned, and a summer 2014 
incident in which a 10-year-old 
girl drowned and her younger 
brother narrowly survived.

“We feel it when we can’t 
recover someone. It’s always 
hard. It doesn’t matter how old 
they are. It sticks with you,” 
Bonney said. “… we feel for 
the family. We just want them 
to know they’re not alone in 
the loss.”

Woman disappears in 
the surf at Long Beach

Damian Mulinix/For EO Media Group

A U.S. Coast Guard helicopter circles over the shoreline 

near the Sid Snyder approach early Thursday morning 

during the search for a woman who disappeared in the 

surf earlier in the night.
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ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. — 
Alicia Cooper, a 22-year-old 
from Clark County, Washing-
ton, was third runner-up Sun-
day night in the Miss America 
pageant.

“It was a pretty great feel-
ing,” she told The Columbian 
by phone after the show. “I was 
very calm because I knew that 
everything was in God’s plan. 
… I was just so blessed to be 
there. I am very happy with the 
outcome.”

Alexis Mather of Astoria, 
who represented Oregon, was 
not among the top 15 inalists.

Savvy Shields, Miss Arkan-
sas, won the crown. She 
already had a clear vision of 
what she hopes America will 
look like at the end of her term 
next year.

“I hope that at the end of my 
year, we’re starting to reward 
politicians for compromise,” 
she said.

Shields was asked during 
her onstage interview what 
she thought of Democratic 
nominee Hillary Clinton; she 
answered that while both Clin-
ton and Republican Donald 
Trump have done a good job 
thus far, “they also need to 
watch what they’re doing.”

Meeting reporters after the 
pageant, Shields elaborated.

“What I want both candi-
dates to focus on is compro-
mise,” she said. “Our country 
was founded on compromise. 
We’re in a state now where 
both parties just seem to be 
yelling at one another.”

She topped a ield of 52 
contestants to win the crown 
and the title of Miss America 
2017, succeeding the outgoing 
Miss America Betty Cantrell.

Sunday’s inale was held on 
the 15th anniversary of the 9/11 
terror attacks. Many of the con-
testants noted the solemn anni-
versary, professed strong sup-
port for America’s armed forces 
and struck patriotic themes.

Miss Washington third runner 
up in Miss America pageant

Miss Washington Scholarship Fund

Alicia Cooper of Clark County, Wash., was third runner-up 

for Miss America. 

Miss Oregon Scholarship Programs

Alexis Mather of Astoria is 

Miss Oregon. 
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FORD • LINCOLN • HYUNDAI
700 7th AVENUE • LONGVIEW, WA • 360-423-4321

“Our Reputation Rides With You”

When servicing your car at Columbia
receive a complimentary car wash, 

vacuum and rental car

NO SALES TAX TO OREGON BUYERS

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY • 

CLOSED SUNDAY • COME BROWSE

AMERICA’S BEST WARRANTYTM

10 YEAR, 100,000 MILE
AMERICA’S BEST WARRANTYAMERICA’S BEST WARRANTYAMERICA’S BEST WARRANTY

2016 Hyundai Accent SE Sedan

Stock # 2-16158

MSRP:  $16,845
Columbia Hyundai Discount: $357 

Retail Bonus Cash: $1,500

Summer Sales Cash: $500

Valued Owner Cash*: $500

Sale 
Price

$13,988

Tilt wheel, AM/FM/CD/MP3 Audio 

with 6 speakers, keyless entry, much 

more!

A BRAND NEW HYUNDAI FOR JUST

* Must have a Hundai vehicle currently registered in customer’s name

2016 Hyundai Tuscon AWD Ultimate

Stock # 2-16115

MSRP:  $35,645

Columbia Hyundai Discount: $1,657 

Summer Sales Cash: $1,000

Valued Owner Cash: $500

Sale 
Price

$32,488

Caribbean Blue, ultimate package, pan-

oramic sunroof,lane departure warning 

auto emergency braking, LED daytime 

running lights, 6-speed automatic, 

Bluetooth, SiriusXM, much more! 

Loaded with new technology!

Save over 
$ 3000!

Only 1 at this price.

YOUR SALE PRICE

Only 1 at this price.

2016 Hyundai Veloster

Stock # 2-16169

MSRP:  $22,627 
(including NW performance pkg.)

Columbia Hyundai Discount: $739

Retail Bonus Cash: $3,500

Valued Owner Cash*: $500

Sale 
Price

$17,888

6 speed  auto,AM/FM/CD/MP3/

Audio system with 6 speakers, 7” 

multimedia touchscreen, rear cam-

era, Bluetooth, tilt/telescopic steering 

wheel, much mor Loaded with new 

technology!

* Must have a Hundai vehicle currently registered in customer’s name

YOUR SUMMER SALES PRICE

Only 1 at this price.

2016 Hyundai Sonata Hybrid SE

Stock # 2-16016

MSRP:  $27,005
Columbia Discount: $2,017 

Retail Bonus Cash: $4,000

Competitive Cash: $1,000

Sale 
Price

$19,988

2.0L Gas/Hybrid engine, 6 speed 

automatic, tilt/telescopic steering 

wheel, Blue Link, AM/FM/CD/MP3 

Audio system with iPod/USB ports, so 

much more!

You save over $7000!

Only 1 at this price.

YOUR SPECIAL PRICE

This vehicle incurred slight damage on our lot, you save 
with a price $1000 under factory invoice!
*Pictures of damage and body shop bill available.

2015 Hyundai Genesis Coupe

Stock # 2-16181

MSRP:  $29,145
Columbia Hyundai Discount: $657

Retail Bonus Cash: $1,500

Competitive Cash: $500

Sale 
Price

$26,488

Casablanca pearl white, 3.8L V6 348 

h.p., 8 speed automatic w/paddle 

shifters, rear wheel drive w/traction 

control, sport suspension, proximity 

key, tilt/telescopic, am/fm cd/mp3, 

audio system w/6 speakers, SiriusXM, 

steering wheel mounted controls.

Only 1 at this price.

YOUR PRICE

Purchase for only $369 per 
month!

$2500 down, cash or trade, 3.99% on approved credit, 84 months, 
includes Washington tax and license.

$16,888
Only 1 at this price.

Stock # 2-16170

MSRP:  $20,905
Columbia Discount: $1,017

Retail Bonus Cash: $2,500

Competitive Cash: $500

Sale 
Price

Power windows,tilt/telescopic,AM/

FM/CD/MP3 W/6 speakers, 6 speed 

automatic w/Shiftronic, Bluetooth, 

much more!

2016 Hyundai Elantra GT

CLEARANCE PRICED AT ONLY


