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Traveling cannabis
fair visits Astoria

Seeds, edibles,
even insurance,
on display

gators to potential customers to
check their business practices.
If everything checks out, she
said, New Growth will cover
up to $2 million in case of theft.

Mistake in
Washington state
set thousands
free early

THE DAILY ASTORIAN * MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2016

Department of Corrections doesn’t
track mistakes in inmate releases
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down, the blue ribbons were
given out and the 4-H animals
sold at auction, another type of
fair came the Clatsop County
Fairgrounds.

The Hemp & Cannabis
Fair, a traveling, all-in-one dis-
play for one of Oregon’s new-
est industries, set up shop over
the weekend.

Naomi Forkash, manager
of the fair, said the idea is to
bring knowledge about all
things cannabis to the people.
The fair is traveling around the
state, next visiting Bend and
Salem.

The fair brought speakers
on the laws, effects, science
and seeds behind cannabis.
Vendors sold seeds, edibles,
paraphernalia, growing and
harvesting supplies and even
insurance. It included some
of the newer businesses that
have popped up as a result of
legalization.

Steven Lewis said he had
been working for a company
focusing on energy efficiency.
He helped build a greenhouse

Edward Stratton/The Daily Astorian
My Urban Growhouse
was selling all-in-one in-
door grow setups at The
Hemp & Cannabis Fair.

in a friend’s backyard. Then the
idea for My Urban Growhouse
was born.

“We basically give you a
complete turnkey grow sys-
tem,” Lewis said.

Dawn Redlich, a represen-
tative of New Growth Insur-
ance, said there are probably
only three companies in the
region providing insurance
to cannabis-related business.
She said her employers were
working in the more traditional
insurance industry, but saw an
unserved market.

“Sadly, the reality is dis-
pensaries are being robbed,”
Redlich said.

Her company sends investi-

history of cannabis and hemp
cultivation in the U.S., Sik-
kink said he has to source his
hemp and organic copper shirts
from China because of the cost
being about double domesti-
cally. Sikkink said he also faces
the challenge of finding print-
ers who will work on hemp.

Thomas said the irony is
that while cannabis-related
businesses love to be asso-
ciated with hemp products,
hemp companies are fearful
of the linkage and its effect on
business.

But the two said they are
still finding a market in head
shops and fairs. “We’re trying
to be one of those early compa-
nies,” Sikkink said.

The only local sponsor of
the event was Sweet Relief
Natural Medicine, the first dis-
pensary in the county. Gary
Reynolds, a co-owner of the
dispensary, said it’s import-
ant for local businesses to be
present at such fairs and help
provide knowledge to their
customers.
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early, though they don’t track
such errors.

A computer coding error in
Washington state caused thou-
sands of inmates there to be
released before they had com-
pleted their sentences.

The Oregon Department of
Corrections releases more than
5,000 inmates each year. Offi-
cials said instances of erroneous
releases are a “rare occurrence”
because they test computer
codes used to calculate sen-
tences and “good time” credit
and review individual files. But
officials could not provide an
estimate of how many mistakes
occur each year.

“While DOC does not track
when erroneous early releases
happen, we do know that it
does not occur that often,”
said Betty Bernt, a corrections
spokeswoman.

Washington Gov. Jay Ins-
lee announced in December that
state’s Department of Correc-
tions had released up to 3,200
inmates too soon since 2002
because a software-coding error
was miscalculating sentences.
The error occurred when cal-

egon corrections officials say its rare that inmates are mis-
takenly released early, though they don’t track such errors.

lor in May 2015, less than two
weeks after Smith’s accidental
release from prison, according
to multiple news reports.

Oregon Department of Cor-
rections has multiple systems in
place to guard against mistakes
in release dates, Bernt said.

Information technology
employees conduct extensive
testing when sentencing track-
ing computer system updates
are made due to law changes.
Two  separate  corrections
employees also review pris-
oner files six months prior to
release, with additional reviews
at two weeks and one day before
release, Bernt said.

Mistakes in release dates
usually stem from human error
or failure to receive “critical
information” from the county
jail or county court in a timely
manner, she said.

Mistakes are usually detected
when corrections  employees
review an inmate’s file after
release for some reason, Bernt
said. Events that could prompt
a review include when a lawsuit

State Rep. Jeff Barker,
D-Aloha, chairman of the House
Judiciary Committee, said he
was unaware that Oregon cor-
rections officials don’t track the
frequency of erroneous releases.

“I don’t know if they have
anybody released early, ... but
I would be interested in looking
into that,” Barker said.

Sen. Floyd Prozanski, D-Eu-
gene, chairman of the Senate
Judiciary Committee, said even
though Oregon doesn’t appear
to have a chronic problem with
releasing inmates too early, he
has asked the Department of
Corrections to begin to count
how many times it happens.

“I know they said they don’t
normally, but they are going to
maybe try to integrate that in, so
they have a point of reference,”
Prozanski said.

Corrections officials said they
plan to track those numbers in
the future, but have not selected
a date. Tracking past instances
would require officials to man-
ually pull the release records of
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a scheduled software fix,
according to a third-party inves-
tigation of the errors.

Several of those prisoners
committed crimes while they
were free, Washington correc-
tions officials said. One pris-

John Potter, who has been
executive director of the Ore-
gon Criminal Defense Associa-
tion for the past 37 years, said he
has never known of a case when
a client was released too early.

“I can’t even come up with

ous releases should and can be
tracked in some way, but need
to explore the most accurate and
efficient way to do that.”

“We are confident that pre-
mature releases are a rare occur-
rence in Oregon,” she added.
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