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tweets of presidential nominee 
Donald Trump — a “hoax.” 

When it comes to science, 
there’s more than climate that 
divides America’s leaders and 
people, such as evolution, vac-
cination and genetically modi-
ied food. 

But nothing beats climate 
change for divisiveness.

“It’s more politically polar-
izing than abortion,” says 
Anthony Leiserowitz, direc-
tor of the Yale Program on Cli-
mate Change Communication. 
“It’s more politically polariz-
ing than gay marriage.”

Leiserowitz says his sur-
veys show 17 percent of 
Americans, the fastest-grow-
ing group, are alarmed by cli-
mate change and want action 
now, with another 28 percent 
concerned but viewing it as a 
more distant threat. But there’s 
an often-vocal 10 percent who 
are dismissive, rejecting the 
concept of warming and the 
science.

Sometimes dismissiveness 
and desire for action mix in 
one family.

Rick and Julie Joyner of 
Fort Mill, South Carolina, are 
founders of MorningStar min-
istries. Most of the people they 
associate with reject climate 
change. Their 31-year-old 
daughter, Anna Jane, is a cli-
mate change activist.

As part of a documentary 
a few years ago, Anna Jane 
introduced Rick to scientists 
who made the case for climate 
change. It did not work. He 
labels himself more skeptical 
than before.

“They’re both stubborn and 
equally entrenched in their 
positions,” says Julie, who is 
often in the middle. “It doesn’t 
get ugly too often.”

Tribalism
People in the 1960s “had 

faith in science, had hope in 
science. Most people thought 
science was responsible for 
improving their daily lives,” 
says Marcia McNutt, president 
of the National Academy of 
Sciences. 

Now “we see partisan polar-
ization or ideological polariza-
tion,” says Matthew Nisbet, a 
communications professor at 
Northeastern University. The 
split with science is most vis-
ible and strident when it comes 
to climate change because 
the nature of the global prob-
lem requires communal joint 
action, and “for conservatives 
that’s especially dificult to 
accept,” Nisbet says.

Climate change is more 
about tribalism, or who we 
identify with politically and 
socially, Nisbet and other 
experts say. Liberals believe in 
global warming, conservatives 
don’t.

Dave Woodard, a Clemson 
University political science 
professor and GOP consultant, 
helped South Carolina Repub-
lican Bob Inglis run for the 
U.S. House (successfully) and 
the Senate (unsuccessfully). 
They’d meet monthly at Ing-
lis’ home for Bible study, and 
were in agreement that global 
warming wasn’t an issue and 
probably was not real.

After seeing the effects of 
warming irst-hand in Antarc-
tica and Australia’s Great Bar-
rier Reef, Inglis changed his 
mind — and was overwhelm-

ingly defeated in a GOP pri-
mary in 2010. Woodard helped 
run the campaign that beat 
him.

“I was seen as crossing to 
the other side, as helping the 
Al Gore tribe, and that could 
not be forgiven,” Inglis says.

Judy Curry, a Georgia Tech 
atmospheric scientist and 
self-described climate gad-
ly, has experienced ostra-
cism from the other side. She 
repeatedly clashed with for-
mer colleagues after she pub-
licly doubted the extent of 
global warming and criticized 

the way mainstream scientists 
operate. Now she says, no one 
will even look at her for other 
jobs in academia.

What changed
In 1997, then-Vice Pres-

ident Gore helped broker an 
international treaty to reduce 
heat-trapping gases from the 
burning of coal, oil and gas. 

“And at that moment” says 
Leiserowitz, “the two parties 
begin to divide. They begin to 
split and go farther and farther 
and farther apart until we reach 
today’s environment where 
climate change is now one of 
the most polarized issues in 
America.”

Consider lobster scientist 
Diane Cowan in Friendship, 
Maine, who expresses dismay.

“I am deinitely bearing 
witness to climate change,” 
Cowan says. “I read about cli-
mate change. I knew sea level 
was rising but I saw it and, 
until it impacted me directly, 
I didn’t feel it the same way.”

Republican Jodi Crosson, a 
55-year-old single mother and 
production and sales manager 
in Bexley, Ohio, thinks global 
warming is a serious problem 
because she’s felt the wrath 
of extreme weather and rising 
heat. But to her, it’s not quite 
as big an issue as the economy.

Scott Tiller, a 59-year-old 
underground coal miner in 
West Virginia, has seen mine 

after mine close, and says coal 
is getting a bad rap.

“I think we’ve been treated 
unfairly and kind of looked 
down upon as polluters,” Tiller 
says. “They say the climate is 
changing, but are we doing it? 
Or is it just a natural thing that 
the Earth does?”

Bridging differences
Overwhelmingly, scien-

tists who study the issue say it 
is man-made and a real prob-
lem. Using basic physics and 
chemistry and computer simu-
lations, scientists have repeat-
edly calculated that most of 
the extra warming comes from 
humans, instead of nature. 
Dozens of scientiic measure-
ments show Earth is warm-
ing. Since 1997, the world has 
warmed by 0.44 degrees (0.25 
degrees Celsius).

Repeatedly explaining 
science and showing data 
doesn’t convince some people 
to change their core beliefs, 
experts say. So instead some 
climate activists and even sci-
entists try to build bridges to 
communities that might doubt 
that the Earth is warming but 
are not utterly dismissive.

The more people connect 
on a human level, the more 
people can “overcome these 
tribal attitudes,” Anna Jane 
Joyner says. “We really do 
have a lot more in common 
than we think.”

Divided: Scientists calculate most of the extra warming comes from humans
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“This would honor the 
immigrants that came here,” 
said Loran Mathews, who is 
involved with the Astoria Scan-
dinavian Heritage Association.

The park would be on city 
land but inanced through pri-
vate donations. A $2,500 grant 
from the Oregon Community 
Foundation helped planners 
come up with a design proposal.

Mathews, who does not 
have an estimate for how much 
the project would cost, said he 
hopes work could start by the 
midsummer festival’s 50th anni-
versary next June.

The Astoria City Coun-
cil voted Monday night to 
direct Angela Cosby, the city’s 
parks director, to work with 
the heritage association on an 
agreement.

The Parks Board had rec-
ommended that the City Coun-
cil support the project, but only 
if the heritage association agreed 

to adopt the park and commit to 
maintenance. The city has adopt-
a-park agreements with the 
Friends of the Astoria Column at 
Coxcomb Hill and with the Hol-
iday Inn Express for portions of 
the Maritime Memorial Park.

Astoria has struggled to 
maintain parks, and a new mas-
ter plan urges the city to con-
centrate on preserving existing 
parks rather than expanding.

A river viewing platform that 
had been installed by the Asto-
ria Rotary Club in Peoples Park 
was removed in March because 
it had deteriorated. The city has 
used tourism dollars to con-
tract maintenance of downtown 
greenery and the Astoria Riv-
erwalk to a private company to 
help take pressure off city parks 
staff.

But the City Council was 
reluctant to demand that the 
heritage association adopt Peo-
ples Park as a condition of the 
project. Mathews described the 
project as a low maintenance 

monument, an enhancement to 
Peoples Park rather than a new 
park.

Councilors appear willing to 
accept a less formal agreement. 
If an understanding is reached, 
the project would likely have 
to go before the city’s Historic 
Landmarks Commission for 
review.

“I do not think that the 
increased level of maintenance 
would be signiicant enough to 
turn our backs on this wonder-
ful opportunity that the Scan-
dinavian Heritage Association 
is offering us,” said City Coun-
cilor Zetty Nemlowill, whose 
father, the artist Roger McKay, 
did conceptual design work on 
the project.

City Councilor Drew Her-
zig also favored a more lexi-
ble arrangement. “I don’t think 
the master plan was intended as 
a club to beat down community 
proposals like this,” he said. “So 
I really think we need to be a lit-
tle bit more lexible.”

Monument: Astoria has struggled to maintain parks
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The Scandinavian Immigrant Park would be off Marine Drive between 15th and 16th 

streets at Peoples Park. 
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Scientist Oliver Grah measures the velocity of a stream of 

melt from Sholes Glacier on one of the slopes on Mount 

Baker in Washington last summer. Glaciers on Mount Bak-

er and other mountains in the North Cascades are thin-

ning and retreating. Dozens of scientific measurements 

show Earth is warming. 
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TUESDAY EVENING A - Charter Astoria/ Seaside    -  L - Charter Long Beach AUGUST 16
A  L 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 

(2) KATU (2) KATU News at 6 Jeopardy! Wheel of Fortune Bachelor in Paradise (N) After Paradise (N) The Middle Fresh Off the Boat KATU News at 11 (:35) Jimmy Kimmel
(-) KOMO (4) KOMO 4 News Wheel of Fortune Jeopardy! Bachelor in Paradise (N) After Paradise (N) The Middle Fresh Off the Boat KOMO 4 News (:35) Jimmy Kimmel
(-) KING (5) NBC Nightly News KING 5 News KING 5 News The Olympic Zone Rio 2016 Summer Olympics Athletics (M, W) Gold Medal Final, Gymnastics Individual Event Gold Medal Final, Beach Volleyball (W) Semifinal 
(6) KOIN (-) KOIN 6 News at 6 CBS Evening News Extra Ent. Tonight NCIS "Charade" Zoo "Sins of the Father" (N) NCIS: New Orleans "Means to An End" KOIN 6 News @ 11 (:35) S. Colbert 
(-) KIRO (7) KIRO 7 News CBS Evening News The Insider Ent. Tonight NCIS "Charade" Zoo "Sins of the Father" (N) NCIS: New Orleans "Means to An End" KIRO News (:35) S. Colbert 
(8) KGW (-) KGW News at 6:00 p.m. Live at 7 The Olympic Zone Rio 2016 Summer Olympics Athletics (M, W) Gold Medal Final, Gymnastics Individual Event Gold Medal Final, Beach Volleyball (W) Semifinal 
(9) KRCW (3) Seinfeld Seinfeld Pt. 1 of 2 Modern Family Modern Family The Flash "Potential Energy" MADtv KGW News at 10 (:35) Two 1/2 Men (:05) Two 1/2 Men (:35) King of Hill 
(10) KOPB (10) Ask-Old House Business (N) PBS NewsHour Amer. Experience "LBJ" The life and career of Lyndon B. Johnson is explored. 2/2 POV "Ai Weiwei: The Fake Case" Frontline 
(12) KPTV (12) 6 O'Clock News Family Feud Family Feud Brooklyn 99 New Girl Lucifer "A Priest Walks into a Bar" 10 O'Clock News 11 O'Clock News Loves Ray 2/3 
(13) KPDX (-) Mike & Molly Mike & Molly Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory FOX 12's 8 O'Clock News on PDX-TV FOX 12's 9 O'Clock News on PDX-TV The Walking Dead "TS-19" The Walking Dead "What Lies Ahead" 
(-) KCPQ (13) Name Game Modern Family Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Brooklyn 99 New Girl Lucifer "A Priest Walks into a Bar" Q13 News at 10 Q13 News Modern Family 
(20) TBS (20) Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Conan 
(-) KZJO (22) Two and a Half Two and a Half The Simpsons The Simpsons Modern Family Modern Family Q13 News at 9 Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Friends Friends 
(29) ESPN (29) BattleFrog League BattleFrog League SportsCenter SportsCenter SportsCenter SportsCenter 
(30) ESPN2 (30) SportsC Featured Softball Little League World Series (L) NFL Live Jalen & Jacoby (N) 30 for 30 "The '85 Bears" Super Bowl XX champion Chicago Bears are looked at. 
(31) NICK (31) Henry Danger Henry Danger Crashletes The Thundermans NickyRickyDicky Game Shakers Full House Full House Full House Full House Friends Friends 
(32) DISN (32) (5:15) Adventures in Babysitting Bunk'd Bunk'd Bizaardvark K.C. Undercover Girl Meets World Stuck in Middle Liv and Maddie K.C. Undercover Bizaardvark Bunk'd 
(34) FAM (34) Dead of Summer Pretty Little Liars Pretty Little Liars "Exes and OMGs" (N) Dead of Summer "The Devil Inside" (N) Pretty Little Liars The 700 Club 
(35) FMC (35) Movie (:55) ��� Rise of the Planet of the Apes ('11) Andy Serkis, James Franco. (:45) FXM Presents Runner Runner (2013, Action) Ben Affleck, Justin Timberlake. (:50) FXM Presents Runner Runner ('13) Justin Timberlake. 
(36) LIFE (36) � Madea Goes to Jail ('09, Com) Derek Luke, Keshia Knight Pulliam, Tyler Perry. Good Deeds (2012, Comedy/Drama) Thandie Newton, Gabrielle Union, Tyler Perry. Tyler Perry's Temptation: Confessions of a Marriage Counselor 
(38) ROOT (38) Mariners Access MarinersPre-game MLB Baseball Seattle Mariners at Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim Site: Angel Stadium -- Anaheim, Calif. (L) Post-game MLB Baseball Seattle vs L.A. Angels 
(39) FS1 (39) (5:30) SchoolRickey UFC "Nate Diaz vs. Marcus Davis" UFC Flashback Fox Sports Live TMZ Sports (N) Speak for Yourself Fox Sports Live Best I Heard (N) Fox Sports Live TMZ Sports 
(43) SPIKE (43) (5:30) ��� The Dark Knight (2008, Action) Heath Ledger, Aaron Eckhart, Christian Bale. ��� The Dark Knight Rises (2012, Action) Christian Bale, Tom Hardy, Anne Hathaway. 
(44) COM (44) Futurama Futurama Futurama Futurama Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Tosh.0 The Daily Show (N) Nightly Show (N) 
(45) HIST (45) To Be Announced To Be Announced Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars (N) (:05) Motors (:35) Motors (:05) Counting Cars (:35) Counting Cars
(46) A&E (46) First 48 "Game Over/ Long Walk Home" Married at First Sight "The Weddings" Married1stSight (:45) Married at First Sight "Honeymoons" 1/2 (N) Born This Way "Rites of Passage" (N) (:05) Married1stSight "The Weddings" 
(47) TLC (47) Toddlers/Tiara "Southern Elite: Cirque" Toddlers & Tiaras Tots/Tiara "Showdown Throwdown" (N) To Be Announced Love at First Kiss "Two Tongue Tango" Tots/Tiara "Showdown Throwdown" 
(48) DISC (48) Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch "The Widowmaker" 1/2 Deadliest Catch "The Widowmaker" (N) Deadliest Catch Follows the daily lives of Alaskan crab fishermen. Deadliest Catch "The Widowmaker" 1/2
(49) NGEO (49) Locked Up Abroad "Venezuela" Border Wars "Hidden Narcotics" Border Wars "Last Defense" Border Wars "Dead of Night" Border Wars "Checkpoint Texas" Border Wars "Dead of Night" 
(50) TNT (50) Castle "Reckoning" Pt. 2 of 2 Castle "The Wrong Stuff" Castle "Hong Kong Hustle" Castle "At Close Range" Castle "Habeas Corpse" Castle "Sleeper" 
(51) AMC (51) (4:30) True Grit ('10, Adv) Jeff Bridges. ��� Unforgiven (1992, Western) Gene Hackman, Morgan Freeman, Clint Eastwood. ��� U.S. Marshals ('98, Act) Tommy Lee Jones, Robert Downey Jr., Wesley Snipes.
(52) USA (52) NCIS "Devil's Trifecta" NCIS "Hit and Run" WWE Smackdown! WWE superstars do battle in long-running rivalries. Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Modern Family Modern Family 
(53) FOOD (53) Chopped "Waste Not" Chopped "Cool, Palm and Perfected" Chopped Junior "Nest Test" (N) Chopped "Bacon Boys" Chopped "Souper Chefs" (N) Chopped "Wild Ride" 
(54) HGTV (54) Fixer "Couple Seeks a Unique Fixer" Fixer Upper Fixer Upper Fixer Upper House Hunters House Hunters Fixer Upper 
(56) FX (56) (5:00) �� Battleship (2012, Sci-Fi) Alexander Skarsgard, Rihanna, Taylor Kitsch. ���� Lone Survivor (2014, Action) Taylor Kitsch, Emile Hirsch, Mark Wahlberg. ���� Lone Survivor ('14) Taylor Kitsch, Mark Wahlberg. 
(57) CNN (57) Anderson Cooper 360 The Eighties "Reagan Revolution" Anderson Cooper 360 Anderson Cooper 360 The Eighties "Reagan Revolution" CNN Newsroom 
(58) FNC (58) The Kelly File With Megyn Kelly Hannity The O'Reilly Factor The Kelly File With Megyn Kelly Hannity On the Record 
(61) CNBC (61) Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank The Profit "Sweet Pete's" The Profit "A Progress Report #3" Paid Program Paid Program 
(63) BRAV (63) Don't Be Tardy... Don't Be Tardy... Don't Be Tardy... Don't Be Tardy... Don't Be Tardy... Don't Be Tardy... Housewives NJ "Dinner Interrupted" Real Housewives "Something's Fishy" Mrs. Doubtfire ('93) Robin Williams. 
(64) TCM (64) (5:00) ���� All About Eve ('50) Anne Baxter, Bette Davis. Swamp Water (1941) (:15)  Razor's Edge (Drama) Movie 
(65) SYFY (65) (5:00)  2 Lava 2 Lantula! (2016, Horror) Drive Angry (2011, Action) Amber Heard, William Fichtner, Nicolas Cage. �� Knowing (2009, Sci-Fi) Chandler Canterbury, Rose Byrne, Nicolas Cage. Hellbenders ('12) 
(162) RFD (162) (5:30) Cattlemen LandLeader TV (N) Downunder Horseman. (N) Chris Cox Rural Eve. News Ag PhD Cattlemen to Cattlemen LandLeader TV Product Showcase 


