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Cannon Beach to explore the
reuse of former children’s center

Possibilities include commumty event space, affordable housing

By LYRA FONTAINE
The Daily Astorian

CANNON BEACH
The former Cannon Beach
Children’s Center building
is vacant, but could be used
as a community hall soon —
or eventually torn down for
affordable housing units.

As the city works toward its
goal of increasing affordable
housing, Cannon Beach city
councilors will explore how
the structurally sound building
can be used. Building housing
on the site or using the exist-
ing space for a community
hall were discussed as poten-
tial options at a work session
Tuesday.

Another idea is to use the
space as an interim commu-
nity hall while the city decides
whether affordable housing is
viable on the site.

“It’s a wonderful asset, no
matter what you decide to do
with it,” City Manager Brant
Kucera said. “It could be a
great site for affordable hous-
ing but it could also be a great
site for a community hall or
senior center.”

The building became city
property after the children’s cen-
ter closed in April due to lack of
funds and declining enrollment.

Kucera said the building
could become a maintenance
issue in terms of landscap-
ing and paying for heat in the
winter. He asked the council
to begin thinking about how
to use the building in the next
couple of months.

“From staff’s perspective,
we want to know what road
we’re going to go down,” he
said.

Housing, community
hall are options

In a letter, Cannon Beach
Children’s Center board presi-
dent Barb Knop proposed keep-
ing the building as a community
hall, suggesting that the chil-
dren’s center manage the build-
ing as a nonprofit.

“We were hoping that we
could become its management
and rent it to other community
members that would use the
facility,” she said.

She said residents, from fam-
ilies to home-schooled students,
have approached her about using
the space.

Meanwhile, the city’s afford-
able housing task force has
looked at the former children’s
center property as one potential
city-owned location for afford-
able housing, which would be
available to those who make 70
to 100 percent of area median
income.

Carleton Hart Architecture
created a concept of what nine
affordable housing units could
look like on the old children’s
center site.

Councilors  discussed the
housing need, the costs of build-
ing affordable housing on the
site, and whether to prioritize
housing for first responders.

Mayor Sam Steidel said
he would like to see an afford-
able housing plan that takes into
account the entire property, both
the children’s center building and
Tolovana Hall across the park-
ing lot.

“When [ start thinking hous-
ing, I think of the entire prop-
erty,” he said, adding that Knop’s
offer is “a good interim use of the
building until we have a good
plan.”

Kucera said the city should
request a business plan for a non-
profit that wants to use the space.

Councilor Melissa Cadwal-
lader said the building is “sad and
overgrown,” but the nonprofit
that could take it over should be
financially solvent.

“Whichever direction we
go, we have an empty build-
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The Cannon Beach Preschool and Children’s Center.

whether to purchase the for-
mer Cannon Beach Elemen-
tary school site by the end of
the year. The site is now owned
by the Seaside School District.

The city budget includes a
$665,000 placeholder for pur-
chase, demolition, remediation
and restoration of the school
site.

The city has hired a struc-
tural engineer, who is working
on a structural analysis of the
building, which will be done
by the end of August. The
city will also retain a build-
ing contractor to help evalu-
ate maintenance and cost of
repair, Kucera said. The elec-
trical system may need to be
upgraded and the roof is leak-
ing in the gymnasium.
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The  Warrenton-Ham-
mond School Board had
some big kudos for its teach-
ers and a coach Tuesday.

The board honored War-
renton Grade School’s Crys-
tal Salmi, Kristina Marshall,
Patricia Janzen and Dee
Hartley, who were recently
named to the National
Honor Roll of Accelerated
Reader, a widely used early
literacy program. The dis-
trict said its teachers were
the only ones in Oregon to
receive the honor.

To be named to the honor
roll, elementary teachers
must get their classroom to
read at least 25 minutes a day
and have 90 percent of their
students earn at least 85 per-
cent on practice quizzes,

Salmi, starting her sixth
year as a first-grade teacher,
said she had her students
reading an hour a day and
averaging 97 percent on
quizzes. She gave students
raffle tickets for each book
read, letting kids earn 1,000
before putting the tickets
in a drawing for prizes dis-
played on her classroom
wall.

“They leave fluent read-
ers in my classroom,”
she said. “I take it very
personally.”
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Warrenton teachers, baseball coach honored

Edward Stratton/The Daily Astorian
First-grade teacher Crystal Salmi, center, was honored
Tuesday by the Warrenton-Hammond School Board for
her literacy efforts. From left to right are board members
Darlene Warren, Dan Jackson, Debbie Morrow, Greg
Morrill and Dalan Moss.

500th win

After Salmi left with her
award, the board brought
up Lennie Wolfe, who
joined the district in 1991
and on May 6 earned his
500th win in the second
game of a double-header
against the Portland Chris-
tian Junior/Senior High
School Royals.

With 25 years of coach-
ing baseball under his belt,
Wolfe is ranked 11th all-
time in wins in Oregon,
along with 247 losses. His
teams won a state champi-
onship in 1994 and were
in 1993 and

runners-up

*Oregon Health
Plan cover
chiropractic
care?

1998. He was named coach
of the year for 2A base-
ball in 1999, the Northwest
Region District in 2004
and eight years for the
Lewis and Clark League.

Wolfe might be the lon-
gest-tenured and winnin-
gest team sports coach in
Warrenton history if not for
John Mattila, with 252 wins
in football and 290 in girls
basketball over 37 years.

Mattila will have the
high school’s football field
named after him Sept. 2
during the season opener
against the Knappa High
School Loggers.
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Stefanie Cao
Medicare
Market Manager

A: First, you may not need

automatically enrolled when
they turn 65 and/or begin
using their Social Security

When should I
apply for Medicare?

Most people are

ing,” Steidel said. “So do we just
mothball it and let it get like the
gymnasium, or do we try to pro-
pose something that can be used
as an interim?”

ASTORIA

CHIROPRACTIC

Barry Sears, D.C.
Former elementary
school site

903-325-3311

According to the recently v appointment.
adopted strategic plan, the 2935 Marine Drive, . )
city will make a decision on Astoria, Oregon Now accepting new patients.

A' Yes! The Oregon

cover chiropractic care with
referral from your primary
care physician.

Call us today for more infor-
mation or to schedule your

® Health Plan does
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Amanda Cordero
Northwest Wild Products
Fresh Seafood Market
354 Industry St, Astoria
503-791-1907

Daily 9am-7pm

On the docks of the West Mooring
Basin, by the Riverwalk Inn
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: Where have
all the Tuna
gone?

A. Just at what is usually the
e peak of canning season, the

fresh Albacore fishery has
to a sudden halt. Albacore Tuna
madic fish that feed off small

bait fish along the Oregon Coast in the

er. However, high winds and a

cold front have cooled the California
current that runs along our coast,
transitioning us into a La Nina weather
pattern. The width of this cold current
determines how far off shore the Tuna
migrate. Currently they are out past
100 miles, far beyond the 40 mile limit
for day boat fishermen. Perhaps the
cold current will narrow, but it may end

ng a very short season.

Mary Altieri’s gouf Alert,
won the Pirate themed
contest last year
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SUNDAY MARKET

astoriasundaymarket.com
Now through Oct.16
12th Street ® 10am to 3pm
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* What is the
theme for Dog

Day Afternoon this
year?

A. Dog Day Afternoon is
e our annual fashion and

carnival for dogs with
benefiting Clatsop Animal
tance! The theme for the

fashion show is Astoria Clowns

in honor of the 50th anniversary
of the Astoria-Megler Bridge.

So come clown around with us

on Sunday, August 28! We give
awards and prizes for best dressed

ther honors.

Pelican
Brewing
Company is

NOW HIRING

Line Cooks, Janitors, Dishwashers,
Servers, Hosts & Bussers

1371 SW Hemlock, Cannon Beach

Employment@Pelicanbrewing.com

www.yourlittlebeachtown.com/employment
Questions? Call Stephanie 503-965-7779 ext. 307

A

Arden Bryce LPC
Youth and Famlly
Clinical Supervisor

Autis
CLATSOP mana
BEHAVIORAL
HEALTHCARE

“Helping People Live Well”

65 N. Hwy. 101
Suite 204
Warrenton

503-325-5722

clinic

*What kinds of

°issues are .
worked on in
therapy for
children?

o CBH serves children

e cxperiencing a variety of issues
including; depression, anxiety,

trauma, abuse/neglect, ADHD,
attachment issues, DHS involvement,
trouble in school, behavioral problems,

m Spectrum Disorders, anger
gement, developmental

disabilities, grief/loss, self esteem,
adjustment to major life changes and
academic issues.

Call 503-325-5722 to inquire about

and open access hours and the

referral process.

benefits. If you don’t get a red,
white and blue Social Security
card about three months
before your 65th birthday,
contact Social Security. Your
seven-month initial enrollment
period starts three months
before your 65th birthday.
Enroll then!

CareOregon
Advantage

www.careoregonadvantage.org

. 1aminterested in
o changing the
shape of my teeth.
What options are
available to me?

e Many options exist to solve

e this question. Depending

on the particular situation

and condition would determine the

best option(s).To name a few options

would be: simple re-contouring,

composite bonding, porcelain veneers,

porcelain crowns, and a very thorough

mastery of esthetic tooth morphology

and dental smile design. Please feel

welcome to schedule a complimentary
consultation.

JEFFREY M. LEINASSAR
DMD, FAGD

503/325-0310
1414 MARINE DRIVE,
ASTORIA

www.smileastoria.com

o Are there any
Q. Belly Dance events
or festivals held
locally?

Belly Dance is everywhere! I

host The Beach Belly Dance
Festival every year on the third weekend of
August at the Painted Lady Lavender Farm
located at 1664 Hwy. 101 S. in Ilwaco Wa.
This year’s festival falls on August 20 &21
and is themed “A Circus of Life.” There
will be workshops, demonstrations,
music,vendors, food, games, raffles, a
dance party, and lots of Belly Dancing
performers from every walk of life. This is
all set amidst the beautiful backdrop of the
lavender farm. For more info on this and
upcoming local belly dance events, follow
Beach Belly Dance Studio on Facebook, or
go to www.beachbellydancestudio.com. I
will keep you in the know!

A gAan |
Varyin Parham
Certified Instructor, Performer,
Choreographer, Events Coordinator

GeAacH ety
DANCE STUDIO

Classes | Workshops
Parties | Festivals

beachbellydance@hotmail.com
www.beachbellydancestudio.com
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Q e What backup
esolution do you
recommend?

Ao Carbonite, the world

e leader, backs up all data
from your computer to their
servers automatically. Costs
for one computer start at less
than $1 per week. Secure your
business’s data now. Several
of our clients have had their
businesses “saved” by this
service. (Imagine what would
happen if you lost all your
business and tax data.) Call or
visit our web site,
www.astoriasbest.com, for
details and our discounted
prices.

LEO FINZI

Astoria’s
Best

Spéectrum»

SEE US AT OUT OUR
NEW LOCATION...
10 Street ana
the Columbia,
inside Pier 11 Mall

M-F 10-6 Sat 12-5
1020 Commercial #2
503-325-2300




