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Headliner a treat 
for music fans

By ELI STILLMAN
The Daily Astorian

Big entertainment came to the 
small stage at the Clatsop County 
Fair on Thursday night, as spec-
tators illed bleachers and set out 
chairs around the amphitheater to 
see country star Craig Morgan. 

With more than 15 Country 
Billboard chart songs and previ-
ous sold-out tours, there was a 
high expectation of ticket sales. 
However, irst year fairground 
General Manager Kathi Matti-
nen wasn’t worried about peo-
ple missing out on the entertain-
ment due to space. “We could 
put 10,000 people up on that hill-
side,” Mattinen said. “It’s a thank 
you to the community for sup-
porting the bond.”

Clatsop County voters in May 
approved Measure 4-178, a local 
tax levy of 5 cents per $1,000 
assessed value each year for ive 
years for the county fairgrounds. 
The measure extended a previous 
tax for the fair, but at a lower rate. 

The community seemed to 
welcome the gesture with open 
arms, as the crowd quickly illed 
the bleachers before the show 
began. Mattinen’s prediction was 
correct as fairgoers had no prob-
lem inding alternative seating on 
the grass, in folding chairs and 
even on fallen logs destined for 
Saturday’s logging show.

“We haven’t had headline 
entertainment like this in years,” 
said Linda Brim, of Astoria. “I 
hope they have more.”

Having a big name come 
to the local fair was a treat for 
country fans who didn’t need to 
travel far to see a show. “You get 
the whole staycation, you know 
everybody and it’s affordable,” 
said Cheryl Matson, of Asto-
ria. Two weeks ago, Matson and 
her family traveled to Seattle and 
saw a sold-out country show at 
CenturyLink Field. On Thursday, 
she was able to sit 30 feet from 
Morgan and get up without wor-
rying about losing her seat.

Many of the fans were ready 
to dance as Morgan and his band 
strummed up their irst num-
ber. The set had dedicated fans 
on their feet and singing along. 
But the concert wasn’t only for 
devout country listeners.

“I always tell my kids, if you 
have a chance to see a legend do 
it,” said Astorian Lisa Berger-
son. Out with friends, Bergerson 
admitted she wasn’t a huge coun-
try fan, but was still enjoying 
the evening. “It’s like a fun class 
reunion,” she laughed as her 
group waved down old friends 
throughout the show.

Country star Morgan rocks Clatsop County Fair
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Craig Morgan performs Thursday during the Clatsop County Fair at the fairgrounds in Astoria. 
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Fans wait for Craig Morgan to perform Thursday during the Clatsop County Fair. 

Danny Miller/The Daily Astorian

Country music fans wait 

for Craig Morgan to begin 

his performance. 
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Fans cheer Craig Morgan 

at the Clatsop County Fair 

Thursday. 
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GEARHART — A house 
fire in Gearhart Thurs-
day night burned through a 
garage and vehicle and left 
significant smoke and ceil-
ing damage to the home.

Firefighters responded to 
the fire at 939 Ocean Court  
at about 8 p.m.

When crews arrived 
on the scene, the attached 
garage was engulfed in 
flames, according to Gear-

hart Fire Chief Bill Eddy. 
The occupants, an 

elderly male and female, 
vacated the house safely 
and did not require medical 
attention.

Eddy described the 
garage and the vehicle inside 
it as a total loss, and because 
of concealed spaces in the 
design of the roof, the liv-
ing quarters sustained sig-
nificant smoke and ceiling 
damage. 

A neighbor, who was 

hosting a family gather-
ing nearby, said his family 
witnessed the fire. His two 
brother-in-laws helped carry 
the elderly couple out of 
the house before fire crews 
arrived.

Fireighting crews were on 

the scene until just after midnight. 
The fire, which origi-

nated in the garage, is under 
investigation.

Assisting Gearhart fire-
fighters were the Seaside, 
Warrenton and Cannon 
Beach fire departments.

Gearhart ire damages garage, vehicle GO ONLINE
www.dailyastorian.com
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Barefoot
in the Park

August 14 & 15
6pm

ASOC PLAYHOUSE
129 W. Bond St

(Uniontown) 
Astoria

(Behind the Chamber 
of Commerce)

The Astor Street Opry Company

Announces

OPEN AUDITIONS FOR

Auditions for “Barefoot in the Park” will be at the Astor 
Street Opry Company Playhouse, located at 129 W. 
Bond (behind the Chamber of commerce). Auditions 
will will typically run 2 hours. 

For further information contact Lisa Fergus, director
Lisa.L.Fergus@gmail.com
(503) 440-9114

The players needed are 4 men and 2 women. Age 
range 20’s and up.

Neil Simon’s

Saturday, August 6th

2PM TILL GONE

This is an outside event under the Big Tent!

Early evening on stage free music by:

Honky Tonk Union

SEASIDE AMERICAN LEGION

1315 Broadway in Seaside

BBQ RibFest
(St. Louis style ribs)

Served with sweet corn-on-cob, baked beans & cornbread!

ONLY $10 • Bud Light - $2 per pint

Volunteer

CLATSOP COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 
1315 SE 19th Street, Warrenton • 861- PETS
www.dogsncats.org Noon to 4pm, Tues-Sat

Sponsored 
By

Distinguished good looks,
Genteel manners, 

Enduring camaraderie.

6-year old Tabby male 

Levi

(More on http://Petfi nder.com/ )

Pick of the WeekPickPickPickPickPick

Pelican 
Brewing 

Company is

NOW HIRING
Line Cooks, Janitors, Dishwashers,

Servers, Hosts & Bussers

APPLY IN PERSON ANYTIME AT:
1371 SW Hemlock, Cannon Beach

OR SEND YOUR RESUME TO:
Employment@Pelicanbrewing.com

www.yourlittlebeachtown.com/employment

Questions? Call Stephanie 503-965-7779 ext. 307

NOW OPEN
&

WE NEED YOU!

 W A NTED

 Contact:   Steve Axtell • 360-430-0885 or John Anderson • 360-269-2500

 Alder and Maple  Saw Logs   & Standing Timber

 N orth w es t H a rdw oods  • Lon gview , W A


