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Firefighters work
to contain Gilliam
County wildfire

Associated Press

PENDLETON — Crews

toward the community of
Mikkalo — halfway between
Arlington and Condon.

Decrease driven
by slowdown in
Asian exports

2014, and that harvest was
slightly lower than 2013.
Brandon Kaetzel, a top
economist at the depart-
ment, said the decrease was
largely driven by a slowdown
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Oregon timber harvest slips
below 4 billion board feet

comprise another 34 percent
and the rest is divided between
entities such as the state, coun-
ties and tribes.

The statistics show the har-
vest slumped across all owner-

County’s harvest jumped to
131 million board feet — 27
percent more than in 2014.
Counties such as Baker and
Grant saw even higher per-
centage gains, but based on

say they’ve gotten the bet- The fire has been deter- Associated Press in exports to Asia. Moreover, ship types, except state-owned. ~ much lower volume.
ter of a wildfire that has mined to be human-caused, an increase in Canadian lum- Douglas County, in south- Oregon’s timber harvest is
scorched about 56 square but investigators are work- PORTLAND — Ore- ber hurt demand for Oregon west Oregon, remained the less than what it was before

miles and threatened homes
in Eastern Oregon.

A spokeswoman for
the Central Oregon Inter-
agency Dispatch Center told
The East Oregonian crews
expected to have the Scott
Canyon fire fully contained
by Monday night.

The blaze started Thurs-
day along the banks of the
John Day River and spread

ing to figure out exactly how
it started.

Ground crews had battled
the flames with help from
six single-engine air tankers
and three helicopters, which
dumped water and retardant
around the perimeter.

The structural damage
was limited to one unoccu-
pied homestead, which was
completely destroyed.

Youth health checks offered
with some swag tonight

The Daily Astorian

SEASIDE — The Colum-
bia Pacific Coordinated Care
Organization hosts two Stu-
dent Wellness Activities and
Games events as a creative
and fun way to make pre-
ventive care the norm for
adolescents.

The first is from 6 to 7:30
tonight, and the second one is
6 to 7:30 p.m. Aug. 24. Both

are being held at the Provi-
dence Medical Group, 725 S.
Wahanna Road in Seaside.

The events provide dedi-
cated time to adolescent well
visits in a way that is engag-
ing and informative, by
offering games, raffle prizes
and food along with check-
ups and sports physicals. The
free events are for Oregon
Health Plan members ages
12 to 20.

gon’s timber harvest dropped
below 4 billion board feet in
2015, snapping a two-year run
above that benchmark, accord-
ing to statistics released Mon-
day by the state Department of
Forestry.

The 3.79 billion board feet
harvested last year represents
an 8 percent decline from

logs and an active fire season
caused problems.

One board foot of lumber
is a foot wide, a foot long and
an inch thick. It takes 10,000
board feet to build a roughly
1,800-square-foot house.

Sixty percent of Oregon’s
forest land is federal. Indus-
trial and family owned lands

state’s top producer in timber
volume, though its total fell to
about 560 million board feet.
Neighboring Lane County was
next at almost 553 million.
Both counties topped 600 mil-
lion in 2014.

Though most timber-rich
counties saw a decline, some
defied the trend. Klamath

environmental issues such as
the spotted owl led to reduced
logging on federal lands. The
harvest peaked at nearly 10
billion board feet in 1972 and
has not exceeded 5 billion
since 1993.

The harvest has recovered
from a recession-low 2.7 bil-
lion board feet in 2009.

Bodies 1dentified from Oregon Coast plane crash

Associated Press

GRANTS PASS — Jose-
phine County Sheriff Dave
Daniel says a medical exam-
iner has identified the bodies
of a father and son from Grants

Pass who died in a plane crash
off the Oregon Coast.

The bodies of 46-year-old
John Belnap and 17-year-old
Max Belnap were recovered
last week near Brookings.

The sheriff tells the Grants

Pass Daily Courier that the
search for the third victim,
17-year-old Ryan Merker, has
been halted because of rough
seas but will resume when
conditions improve.

A memorial service for

Merker was held Sunday. He
and Max Belnap were friends
and fellow athletes at Grants
Pass High School.

The Cessna 172 crashed
shortly after takeoff on the
Fourth of July.

Investigation of bias complaint clears lottery commissioners

Associated Press

PORTLAND — An outside
investigation found no wrong-
doing on the part of two Ore-
gon Lottery commissioners
who had been accused of dis-

criminating against an Irani-
an-American lottery manager.
Former lottery director Jack
Roberts sought the investiga-
tion shortly before Gov. Kate
Brown fired him in April. He
expressed concern that national

origin was the reason Liz Carle
and Mary Wheat opposed a
promotion for the manager.
The outside review found
Carle and Wheat’s concern
was about performance, and
there was no evidence it was

based on origin. Their opposi-
tion did not stop the manager’s
appointment.

Acting lottery  director
Barry Pack said in a statement
he considers the matter to be
fully resolved.
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OBITUARY POLICY

The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo and,
for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m. the business

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices and
upcoming services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m. the

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/forms/obits, by
email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at The Daily
Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call 503-325-3211, ext.
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