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Cheating for love of b-ball

Dear Annie: I love basketball, but
my husband has no interest in it. Our two
boys, ages 6 and 8, play at school some-
times but have not yet discovered what a
great game it is. [ grew up with two broth-
ers who played all the time, and [ was a
tomboy for most of my childhood, falling
in love with basketball at an early age. We
live in a big city with an NBA team, and
my one luxury in life, which is an annual
gift from my husband, is my season tick-
ets to our team’s home games.

Season ticket holders are assigned
the same seat for every home game.
The man sitting next to me this past sea-
son is friendly and intelligent, and best
of all, he loves basketball. Over the first
few weeks of the season, we struck up a
friendship. At first, it was just about bas-
ketball, chatting at halftime, cheering
when we won, that sort of thing. Then
we started meeting before and after
the games, and he told me he is sick of
his wife and their only child is a brat.
I can’t wait for next season to start so
we can have an airtight excuse for see-
ing each other. Until then, we have to
sneak around. I keep dreaming of run-
ning away with him and starting a new
family based on our love of basketball.
I can picture my two sons playing bas-
ketball with him, getting guidance and
having fun. In my dreams, that would be
heaven. What do you think? — A Bas-
ketball Fanatic
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Dear Fanatic: Heaven? If you act
on your fantasies, you are asking for
an early death, and heaven is not where
you’ll end up. Your two children and
his child are dependent on both of you.
Get your thumb out of your mouth and
grow up. You are playing with fire, not
free throws, and it is time to reinvest in
your marriage. Those three young lives
depend on it. Your husband buys you
season tickets to the game you love, and
you repay him by ... cheating on him?
He sounds like a good guy who deserves
better.

Dear Annie: My uncle has been a
passionate stamp collector for the past
decade, ever since his retirement. He
has said that he loses track of time as he
pursues rare stamps, catalogs them and
studies intricate details of each one. He
has a network of friends who share his
hobby. Most are great, but one of them
persuaded my uncle to let him stay at

his house, and the next thing you know,
some of his most treasured stamps were
missing. Of course, his guest denied tak-
ing them, and my uncle had no proof.
But about a year later, some of them
showed up for sale on eBay. My uncle
contacted the authorities, who alerted
the seller that he was offering stolen
merchandise, which led back to the man
who had stayed at his house. My uncle
wanted to prosecute but then said it
would be too much of a hassle. He only
got back half of the stamps that were sto-
len, and now he is very guarded about
making friends in the hobby.

I always thought that his passion for
stamp collecting was keeping him alive,
but now I am worried that he has shut
down. He really doesn’t trust anybody in
his hobby. My uncle and I have always
had a unique bond, and I feel so sad for
him. What can I do to help him renew
his enthusiasm? — Helpless and Seek-
ing Solutions

Dear Helpless: Because you are
close to your uncle, I’d suggest asking
him about his longtime friends in the
hobby. You could reach out to them to
ask for their help. They may have had
similar experiences. As long as your
uncle continues to pursue his hobby —
albeit with caution — and his old friends
are with him, the odds are good that he
will be enjoying his stamps as much as
ever. It just takes time.

BLONDIE

Tomorrow’s

horoscope

By Holiday Mathis, Creators Syndicate Inc.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Feeling
overwhelmed? It's a positive sign that
your life is big and broad, rich and full.
Youve been ambitious. You've chal-
lenged yourself. Accept the anxiety that
goes with this state. It will be far more
comfortable than fighting it.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Often the
mental picture is better. Then there are
times when it's not, when the real life ver-
sion blows it away. Today those instances
will be well worth the risk required, so
take a chance.

GEMINI (May 21-dune 21). What
you're expressing has value, whether or
not you're right. Recap all communication
so as to be sure you've been heard and
understood.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You may
not get it finished today, but if you work on
it a while you'll get closer. Bring a friend
or colleague in on this, too, while you're
at it. There will be no big glory in finishing
alone.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Multitasking
will rob you of your mindfulness. Instead
of doing many things at once, do one
thing at once.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). When it's
your turn to relax, take it. Kick back, day-
dream, binge on media, do the thing that
gives you the feeling like you're one long,
stretched out sigh. This is healthy.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). In order to
make yourself happy, you might have
to get past some of the ideas you have
about who youre supposed to be. Any-
way, a lot of those ideas are based on
other people’s expectations.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Every-
one is different. A party might energize
others, while you might find it to be a lot
of work. Both are true, but since you can
only be in your own body, you may as
well cater to that.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21).
Your thoughts may seem to ping chaoti-
cally around in your head, but once you
hold a pen in your hand they will order
themselves quite nicely. Make lists; gain
clarity.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The
Italian proverb suggests, “One who walks
in another’s tracks leaves no footprints.”
It's a good idea if you're doing something
illegal, but in all other cases wouldn't you
rather make an impression?

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Love is:
getting to know another person’s triggers
so you don't accidentally press against
the wrong one. If you're going to cause
another person pain or pleasure, you'd
rather do it mindfully.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You owe
your success to saying “yes,” but you
could also make a case for “yes” being
your downfall. For now, just make sure
you're not being taken for granted.

SATURDAY’S BIRTHDAY (July 9).
The music is in you. Sing it out! Know that
other people will dance to your song if
you get it out there loud enough for them
to feel the beat of it. The next two months
will introduce you to new friends. August
and February are your luckiest months in
business. Gemini and Capricorn adore
you. Your lucky numbers are: 39, 3, 19,
47 and 8.

IE NEVER GETS$ LOST IN
THOUGHT...IT'S
NOT EXACTLY

>
N
w
E-mail: ThavesOne @aol.com

©2016 Thaves. Dist. by Universal/Uclick

WHAT ARE YOU HAVING
TODAY, DAG?

ODOLY ENOUGH,
I'M NOT TOO
HUNGRY RIGHT

o ow

served

Inc. World Rights re

IN THAT

ST BT 7 5000]
57

@j?

www.Blondie.com

THATABABY
WE HANE THoSE
i‘i’&‘:‘éi\”;g& LSNAPS AL FoR SALE
You To PURCHASE [ 2 SPARKLERS | WIS NAMDE |
THE Fo\-°WING IS NAKES : ;g«»«?

TFIREWNORKS!

-

t. by Universal Uclick

TeAP 7/8

oebe! year, t00? /
N /2?: 1)
It

You came 1o unicorm
camp rather than
music camp this

EHASCUIATOR

Jo, | VARIETY PACK

£
7N

I've been here all moming)| [ Youre X I'm truing ]

{gﬂing infsﬁnkw:ﬁld and giv@rég the +%%%1 NICE COOL DAY
istening o smo jazz.|_| unicorns / expe ons

istening oz a ;of of IO\E S0 Ilcan FOR A JOG.

IN THREES AND 1
SHOULD STOP TALKING
BECAUSE I SOUND LIKE
A LUNATIC.

SoImeed buni Aq 91020

1 S1UBLI PLIOM “OU] ‘SIEDIPUAS

"panias

4 101190 [BSIaam) AG PAUISI/RIOPPALI}0Z0

|| NOW P THE SUN |

How 'BouT

IS COMING

JohHaniudos.con

| ... TELL YA WHAT..,
WHEN 1T RAINS
FIRE, I'LL JOG.

BUT THOSE
ARE HIL'S DRUMS

y AND THIS IS
WEIRD | BAND, JON.
IT'S OUR ASO, YEAH, STILL

©Trust fbo Ida Hart uwo John Hart. All rights reserved.

W00’ sonuodob

LOLA, I LOOK AT US AS ANTONY AND BONNIE AND  Df ANY EXAMPLES THAT DON'T
ONE OF THOSE CLASSIC | NCLEOPATRA .. M cLYDE ... ROMEO || END IN TRAGIC DEATH? TED WENT ON
COUPLES IN HISTORY. AND JULIET...) BEAV ——1 EXTENDED DISABILITY
IS AND. .. BECAUSE A FLY WENT
FORGET IT. UP HIS NOSE AND

LAID EGGS.

I WANT TO BE GREEN,
BUT I DON'T KNOW
IF I SHOULD SIDE

WITH THE FLY OR THE

EMPLOYEE IN
THIS SITUATION.

@ScottAdamsSays

Dilbert.com

WELL, FOR WHAT IT'S
WORTH, TED DOESN'T
HAVE A FAMILY,
BUT THE FLY DOES.

7-8-16  © 2016 Scott Adams, Inc. /Dist. by Universal Uclick

5338

O 13| (1A D S + NIEL
—_

T
o
e
g
>
=
-

£

YOUR PHONE\

BIZARRO
JESS' IT 's Dist W King Features
You! T BARELY
RECOGNIZED
YOU WITHOUT

vor sors e |
>R

babyblves,com

MUTTS
ICE CREAM e f—
| I E
@ // .—g\ ’ = ol-\.lr\;\o?ol
n T GET BACK
]32 FLAVORS R \ N WERE/
TLLLEE ;
8
4
utts.com " U 02016 PHTERE MKpouws)-DISTRITED 85 Kl FEATIRES swoeite_7-8 m@mw WILEY INK. tne. 7-8
BABY BLUES WIZARD OF ID

SYMIATE 7-8

BS MANN TODDLERS
56 T UANE, YOU

=]

£

2

!

§

E's BRUSK WITH | £
POLITICAL HONESTY | §
OMES To ASWIFT |
AND MERCIFUL E4
END ]

WILEN INK@EARTHLINK NET

LAST DAY OF
WIZARD - CON.

T o BETTER GET

AND YOU SWEAR.
THIS WAS MERLINS
CRYSTAL BALL ?

ABSOLUTELY

Facebook.com/WizardOfld

©Trust fbo Ida Hart uwo John Hart. All rights reserved

Wizardofld.com

\
\
\
\
N\
N

/4

=N\

Seome

N\ Y RN NN
\\x \\Q &%\s\ \ NN\

A PLACE MERLIN
WAg I:QUITE FOND

Dist. by Creators

\X TUERES

S

A\

N\




