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Should she invite matchmaker?

Dear Annie: My college sweet-
heart, Ryan, and I are now engaged.
We met at a bar because of a
mutual friend, “Nancy.” Ryan and
I are both shy people, and we were
even shyer back then. Nancy actu-
ally grabbed my arm and dragged
me over to meet Ryan that night
because she had a feeling we’d like
each other.

I lived with Nancy for two years
during college, in a big house with
lots of roommates, and although
we were never best friends, we
were still in the same friend group.
When Ryan and I got engaged,
Nancy contacted me saying how
happy she was and how excited she
was to be a bridesmaid because she
was, in fact, the “reason” we met.
That was an awkward moment!

We are paying for the wedding on
our own, and it will be a very small
one, meaning we have to be selec-
tive about whom we invite. We can’t
even afford to invite all the people we
would truly love to have there.

Nancy wasn’t originally on the
list, and now I don’t know how to
tell her she’s not a bridesmaid or
even invited to the wedding. A lim-
ited budget can only go so far as an
excuse, but it truly is the only rea-
son. We are looking at a little over
$100 a head. — Budgeting Bride
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Dear Budgeting: This pushy
matchmaker may be on your last
nerve, but she is the reason you two
met. Yes, it would be an additional
person to feed at the reception. I feel
your pain there. Weddings have got-
ten ridiculously expensive, and it’s
hard for average folks to keep up.

But out of respect for her role
as the catalyst for your marriage
— and to avoid bringing bad juju
upon your big day — do whatever
it takes to make it work and invite
her. Just ask a friend to keep an eye
on her and head off any impromptu
self-congratulatory toasts.

Dear Annie: I'm retired. My
wife died five years ago. My house
is paid in full. It is my pride and joy.

I spend most of my day doing
various chores around the house.
I am pretty handy and don’t mind
tacking on projects.

If T had to pick one part of the
house that I am most proud of, I'd
say it is my yard. I have a green
thumb. I love gardening. I am out
there every day planting, trimming
or weeding. But my lawn, my grass
— that’s my crowning achieve-
ment (and I have three kids).

The reason I am contacting
you is that some jerk lets his dog
poop on my lawn. I confronted him
about it once before, and he apol-
ogized in the moment. Then I saw
him letting his dog do his business
on my lawn again that same week.

My house and my yard are all
I have. I want to have a good rela-
tionship with my neighbors, but
this guy is pushing me. If he picked
it up, it would be one thing, but the
guy just leaves it there. I bet he’s
the type of guy who spits his gum
out on the sidewalk. How should I
handle this stinker? — Get Off My
Lawn

Dear Get Off My Lawn: [
doubt Robert Frost had this sort of
thing in mind when he wrote about
good fences making good neigh-
bors; nevertheless, the line applies
here. Try putting up a small, attrac-
tive fence that won’t detract from
your lawn’s supposed glory. Then
that lazy stinker will have to find a
new neighbor to rattle.

BLONDIE

Tomorrow’s horoscope

By Holiday Mathis, Creators Syndicate Inc.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You can't
make other people happy if they don't want
to be. But for the most part, they do want to
be, and all it takes is a little sweetness from
you today to push them into cheerfulness.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You're in the
mood to blast outside of your known realm to
experience something practically unrecog-
nizable to you in your current version of re-
ality. For maximum security in this venture,
take a guide.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). The job on the
table today is so big and involved, there’s no
way you can accomplish it single-handedly.
With both your hands and two or three ca-
pable people on your team, you'll work mir-
acles.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You've
chased after dreams before — and caught
a few, too. Then there are those you lost in
the pursuit; maybe you even felt like you lost
yourself. Because you had that experience,
you'll help someone else today.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The only peo-
ple who never fail are those who never ftry.
Your courage is turned up, and you're even
more receptive to intuition than usual. One
remarkable move could change everything
for you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The offer on
the table will last three days. So, though
there’s time to think it over, you should also
know that the longer you wring your hands
in indecision, the less enthusiastic the other
party will be about the deal.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Shared joy mul-
tiplies; it's the same with optimism and ex-
citement. In the sharing of grief, the opposite
emotional math occurs. This is why you don't

mind a friend unburdening on you. Together
you'll make the load bearable.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You have
people in your fold who are more animated
than the others, always with extra excitement
going on. They take more energy, but they
also generate more energy. Today you'll find
them quite worth the effort.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). It's a
funny world you're in and it will almost seem
as though the people around you are delib-
erately putting on a comedy just for you. Your
kindred one will see the humor, too.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Decisive-
ness is a part of you now - it’s in your bones.
When you make a move, you'll do it quickly
so only the ones who are tuned into you will
have time to track it and join you or counter
your efforts.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Pleasant-
ness and good cheer is a talent. There’s a
bubbly charm inside you, but you don't al-
ways feel it's appropriate to release it. You
can turn on this effervescence at will.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You're pow-
erfully tuned in to the physical world, and as
you move your body, this connects you to
the world beyond, where secret knowledge
is imparted and creativity flows strong.

TUESDAY’S BIRTHDAY (July 5). Take
charge and decide what your experience
will be. A honed version of your last plan will
work this time. August brings the money you
need. In January you'll trade an unhealthy
habit for a healthy one, and oddly enough,
it's an effortless process. February will bring
peace to a relationship that’'s been histori-
cally rocky. Aries and Sagittarius adore you.
Your lucky numbers are: 5, 19, 2, 31 and 15.

OUR NEW "XTREME FIREWORKS'
THESE ARE THE THE 5| [(APPSHOULD REALLY SHAKE
SIGN THE ~ \§ FEATHERS! -
DECLARATION OF §2
INDEPENDENCE!
M[_HI [ - __Eg
- = Tees
THATABABY
Yankee Doodle stuck a and called Yankee Doodle &
“;‘fgtd'i:g éo(;’;;n’ feather in his | | it macaroni! | ‘o ]gzl;ﬁﬁiz‘:;?g [EVE LM COING TO ART &
a pony, hat, evaluation. '

7/4

Have fun
at camp!

LOLA
MOTHER, NO ILLEGAL
FIREWORKS!

o5 sorm000b

5

©2016 Paul Trap/Dist. by Universal Uclick

on her.

I CANT |

BELIEVE I'M GOING TO ART CAMP % ‘T

BELIEVE HIL Y
IS AWAY ALL

[\ SUMMER.
U
==

IT'LL TAKE A COUPLA MILLION
MORE GIGABOOMS TO BUDGE
THAT ONE!

I CAN'T BELIEVE
HIL DIDNT TELL
| YOU SHE'D BE GONE
ALL SUMMER.

2\

If You like, I can cast a

MANDATORY GOODNESS SPELL

Gocomics.com

What're No, a
you, a narc?) URICORM.

Facebook.com/BCcomic

JohnHartStudios.com

ITS SURE

BEEN LONELY
UP HERE
LATELY.

Dist by Creators

THESE AREN'T
ILLEGAL, RAY!

A

~

B ———l

AT LEAST NOT IN THEIR
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN.

DILBERT
HEY, YOU o| NO, I KEEP FORGETTING I CHECKED.
HAVE ONE gl TO CALL MY MOM, SO Is IT'SNOT
OF THOSE ) .|5| SHE SENT A DRONE TO THAT TRESPASS—
COOL SELFIE é@ ES WATCH ME. LEGAL?  ING UNLESS
DRONES! = |8 | IT LANDS.
@

[

Dilbert.com

RELAX,YOU SAID,WE'LL

JUST STOP
SCHMO0ZE FOR A FEW

A\ MNUTES, You sap. JBER ey

7-4-16  © 2016 Scott Adams, Inc. /Dist. by Universal Uclick

BY AND

SIXCHX ©2016KingFeaturesSyndicatemc.

©2oléisabellaBannerman

&=

UL

What, a coineidence,
[ doctor; tioo.

|
O
@3% " Pist W King Features

U T4 Rrzarko.coM
Facebook.com/ BizarroComicg

WHERE’S
YOUR
LEASH?

A~

mutts.com

BABY BLUES

www.kingfeatures.com

NON SEQUITUR

IT'S
INDEPENDENCE
DAY!

7
)
\’/ < ;E
PIST. BY UNWeRSpL. UCLICK

il;li@wls WILEY INK, \nc. 7-4

WIZARD OF ID

%’. EXPLAIN To ME AGAIN
PON THIS 16 PROGRESS,

. PR
Y o, 7", .

\!

%

€

i

S - z

$

’ Z
<G

E\NE‘\E\'; _ B

RSz S

Ross ]

S §

ety B g

Z—
WILEY INKE@EARTHLINK NET

TIME TO_GET
IN THE TU8,

0V SERIOUSIN THOUGHT TUAT
OULD COME ACROSS AS A THREAT?

;.

THIS IS IT | WELCOME
TO WIZARD-CON |

Wizardofld.com

7.4-16 Dist by Creators

. ANDWHAT My DAD NOLD
\CALL My ANERAGE DA

SIR,YOU CANT
TAKE THAT SODA
IN WITH You

SORRY, SPIRIT, YoU'LL
HAVE TO WAIT OUTSIDE

Ida Hart uwo John Hart. Al rights reserved

Facebook.com/WizardOfld \_

NG

a
N

i

Distributed by Universal Uclick © 2016 UFS,Inc.

c%(l@z
8}

7

-

\\\\\\\\\\\\\/t/'




