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Parents’ fights distress teen

Dear Annie: [ am 13 years old.
My parents have been fighting for
as long as I can remember. It’s not
physical, but it is loud, sarcastic
and rude, and they don’t seem to
notice that it affects me, as well
as my older siblings. They fight
every night, usually about bills,
and it seems to be getting worse.

My father is really hard to get
along with, and he is a huge con-
trol freak and really cheap with
money. My mother is the oppo-
site about money, and she spends a
lot. My dad is usually the one who
starts the fights.

Neither of them thinks there is
a problem, but there is. Even after
20 years of being married, they
just can’t get along. I don’t know
what to do, Annie. They won’t lis-
ten to me, they won’t stop scream-
ing at each other, and every sin-
gle thing we do as a family ends
with them fighting. — Distressed
Daughter

Dear Distressed: Your par-
ents have fallen into a pattern of
behavior that has been going on
for so long that they no longer
realize how detrimental it is to
their marriage and to their chil-
dren. We won’t get into the likely
reasons for the constant bickering,
but we can tell you that in order
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to change this behavior, they prob-
ably need third-party interven-
tion, meaning a counselor or cler-
gyperson. Since they won’t listen
to you, please enlist the help of
a trusted adult — a grandpar-
ent, aunt, uncle or a close family
friend. Even your school coun-
selor or a favorite teacher might be
able to get through to your parents,
so they can recognize how damag-
ing such behavior is for those of
you who witness it. And talking to
one of these adults will also help
you find some emotional support
for yourself.

Dear Annie: In the past three
years, there have been two deaths
in our neighborhood. Both times,
I made food for the families. One
was a casserole and the other was
a full meal, soup to nuts.

Neither time was the food
acknowledged with a note or a

thank-you card. I was taught that
you send thank-you cards for food
received after a funeral. Is this not
a Southern custom? Do I continue
giving my time and effort, know-
ing it will not be appreciated or
acknowledged? — Southern Belle

Dear Belle: Sending thank-
you notes for kindnesses after a
funeral is not limited to any par-
ticular region. It is expected and
proper everywhere. People some-
times think that mourners are
exempt from such niceties, but
this is what friends are for — to
help write notes to those people
who made meals, sent flowers or
did other such things. (And no, it
doesn’t matter how many casse-
roles one receives or wants. You
thank the giver regardless.)

Please don’t stop making cas-
seroles. Our only suggestions
would be to make sure they can
be frozen, and to put them in dis-
posable containers so the family
isn’t obligated to wash and return
the dish. We are certain the food
was appreciated, even though the
neighbors may have been over-
whelmed at the time. On their
behalf, we’d like to thank you and
all the other thoughtful people
who care enough to reach out to
others in times of need.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Your body is
starting to show the benefits of your health
and fitness efforts, and this will inspire you
to do even better. Sure, this is work, but your
happy spirit makes any attention you put on
feeling better a joy.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Your friends
will want to hang out at your place. This is
where the acceptance and sense of belong-
ing is, after all. They can feel it best in your
kitchen, and you'll dream up something deli-
cious to add to that.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You're all about
proliferating ideas and giving sparkling com-
munication. It's an attractive style. Even qui-
et and reserved people will find themselves
drawn out by your charms.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). The resourc-
es are there, but they are not apparent. They
are like underwater springs, and you'll have
to apply your intuition to divine your way to
the good stuff, like the ancients who used a
sacred stick to find water underground.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The orphans and
strays will be attracted to your innate gener-
osity, and perhaps you'll care for them by en-
tertaining them and impressing them, taking
risks that leave them gasping in awe.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Location mat-
ters — specifically, the flow of energy through
a location. Set it up so that you can move eas-
ily through the tasks that keep your life rolling
along. Bad organization brings with it some
unnecessary stress.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). When loss,
change or stress takes someone you love out
of his or her normal coping pattern, you're there
to give reassurance. The stability of your love
can be counted on when other things can't be.
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Tomorrow’s horoscope

By Holiday Mathis, Creators Syndicate Inc.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Effectively
walk through the good and bad of the day and
you'll grow. When things seem to be turning
in a negative direction, you can avoid getting
caught in the downward spiral by keeping
your hands and attention to yourself.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Being
there to celebrate the success of a loved one
makes you feel connected. You have your
own successes, which is why you can so
easily relate and do it up in the memorable
way everyone enjoys.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). A past
predicament could have been altered had
you made different choices, but most of it
was out of your control. Moving forward, you'll
continue to put yourself in a better and more
powerful position.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). If you're not
sure what matters, give the whole issue of your
priorities about 15 silent, thoughtful minutes.
Nothing is too hard for you to figure out when
you allow the mental space and focus for that.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You'll make
your choice. A weaker person would make
no decisions, thereby believing that he or she
has escaped all responsibility. It doesn't work
that way. Not deciding is a decision, too, and
therefore culpable.

FRIDAY’S BIRTHDAY (June 10). You're not
aiming to gain power, just trying to be more
effective. In dedicating yourself to that you will
gain power, momentum, better connections
and a more energizing emotional pallete, too.
Your project will cross the finish line in August
and win an award in September. Family ex-
pansion happens in December. Sagittarius
and Aquarius adore you. Your lucky numbers
are: 4, 20, 27,39 and 11.

\i\

OKAY, BUT IF THEY HAVE
A HAMMER
AND CHISEL,

[ HAVEN'T SEEN YOU
AROUND IN WEEKS

FOUND A JOB

[ THOUGHT YOU MIGHT HAVE

BUT [ DID JUST GET
BACK FROM
VACATION

www.Blondie.com

I'M OUTTA gz
HERE! HIl==
v \ g
— 8 P
2z~ - TUAVES &9
THATABABY SALLY FORTH
Cravyons. A palette Undil READY FOR THE BIG GAME! ) f a ACAEN'& .
one cCe/ i VE LI IT’S PRACTICE.
\Nie)rr;%‘c‘f\or knife! then, % SWEETIE, YOU THREE WEEKS
broches. It Can improvice HAVEN'T SLEPT BEFORE T LEAVE
appl ) AYS. OR CAMP.
\84})\:3‘:.:[\::{- p?P“:/e x AR HAVE TO BE AT
IonehT Pigmen IS ONE OUT? EVERY GAME!
YHadinmy N . -
Fhack, .
bo\d 23
sStrokes/ £
8 3

should my
diorama
be about?

Your diorama
could be a PROTEST
of that injustice.

We didnt |
LEARN about
unicorns in
school this

©2016 Dana Simpson __ Dist. Universal Uclick

BUT THIS ISN‘T A GAME.

OH...I JUST THOUGHT EVERYONE
WAS DRESSED DOWN FOR CASUAL

FRIDAY.

IT'S ALSO THURSDAY.
AND WE'VE HAD THIS
CONVERSATION TWICE.

P /;\/ A
’f\i%@izzz%

ZAVIY

A STARBUCKS.

MERV WAS RA‘S ED d UST OVER‘J@)TMSWM Ida Hart uwo John Hart. Al rights reserved

‘. ~

O

You DONT EAT | U
GLUTEN, DO YoU 7

JohnHartStudios.com

& Drat. I wanted to — J
doe] be in a diorama! E Dist. by Creators  Facebook com/BCcomic * 6916
LOLA BERT
HE, IM COACH HERZOG.
' ANDNOT TO  |/6ROUND STROKES, \F{ TRASH TALKING. =
WHO DO WE HAVE HERE? /| |\oRRY, coAcH, || NET PLAY, SERVING, pm——\ I HEAR YOU HAVE |2 YOU . Y%B%)E%‘SNG
" SAMMY RAYDER, = T'VE COVERED | \SCORING... ~ TWO WORK WIVES. |[% SOUND AND DRIVE ME
SIR. THE BASICS g| JEALOUS i HEE —HEE!
WITH HIM 2 TO MY CAR. |
( (3 | ) SNORK
] R
8
s ;
SIX CHIX BIZARRO
|
Op :

| I¢ thig a gedture of

11| golidarity, or 1¢ there
é% domething elce you're
1 tirying to tell me?
§ a E m ’s Dist W King Features I
TN BIZARRO.COM -
iz° £ & Facebook.com/ BizarroComicg =
MUTTS NON SEQUITUR

babyblves, com

€S NP

A

GRS

©2016 ZITS Partnerstip. Dist. by King Feaiures

JEREMY AND THE
LAWN MONER HAVE
ATROUBLED

RELATIONSHIP

zitscomics.com

I'VE HATEDYOU
FORYEARS!

Hriney]) pACTER JEARS OF ENCATEMENT
g GLON #] | WHY ol
NUMBERS HAVE RISEN LECEON*1... ‘ Nou bt:&,f; «
FOR THE FIRST TIME » W ul D e N g
IN A CENTURY- _ ) 2 <71 MANOPRERE | §
A FROM 3,200 TO 3,870) 3 ol oseenoNe | £
] * [ € \ AU
)\\g, M. o e g PNy i ff&mﬂ“;[: L TR S D NP PG §
mutts.com www kingfeatures.com ;@/\5 mewm WILEY INK, \ne. 6T 7 wnm\//,/f//«{égufu \/ N A\
BABY BLUES WIZARD OF ID
AT NI : i s0,lve DECIDEP T0 | | S <177/ e
2oNTH g t | M IZE | PSS =\
i SO e ine g [VEHX? mﬁ L%TRHE AAFl;YE £| FILL THAT EMPTINESS | | N A
> : ©|Z| WITH SOMETHING 3 BOAT
THING TUAT : T FEEL HOLLOW o specia tuaTwil | |f NS
USED TO BE Too & INSIDE ... s S ANSE xSIEH...
Bi6 FOR ME! H | BRING ME PEACE = '
TM A GIANT! il

L §§

\

N B

L

N\
AN 1SS
ANBNR \\\ Y

N\ \
NAR ¥

A
7\




