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Portland parents decry o

Elevated lead
levels cause
for concern

By GILLIAN FLACCUS
Associated Press

PORTLAND — In a city
well known for its green activ-
ism, an environmental threat
has bubbled up in an unex-
pected place: the drinking
water at some public schools.

The Willamette =~ Week
newspaper reported late Tues-
day that over half of the 90
school sites tested between
2010 and 2012 had elevated
levels of lead in the drinking
water at some locations.

The report, based on a pub-

lic records request, landed
during an emergency meet-
ing already underway to dis-
cuss why the Portland Public
Schools failed to disclose ele-
vated lead levels at two schools
for nearly two months — and
left the taps running for days
while it completed repairs.

That news, first reported by
The Oregonian last week, had
already galvanized parents and
led to an online petition for the
resignation of Superintendent
Carole Smith.

Rachel Brunette’s 7-year-
old daughter attends Duniway
Elementary, a school listed has
having elevated lead at a caf-
eteria dishwashing station and
at drinking fountains in the
Willamette Week report.

She is getting her kids

a

tested for lead poisoning this
week.

“She’s been complaining
of occasional stomach aches
and headaches and it’s no big
deal — but then you look on
WebMD and it says these are
possibly symptoms of expo-
sure to lead,” Brunette said of
her eldest. “Suddenly it doesn’t
seem too benign anymore.”

In March, the district
arranged to test for lead at
Creston K-8 School and Rose
City Park School at the request
of parents who were con-
cerned about the unfolding
public health crisis in Flint,
Michigan.

Those tests revealed ele-
vated levels of lead in 14 of 92
water sources at the schools,
including a handful of drink-

ing fountains, but parents were
not told for weeks.

“This is not our proto-
col, this is not acceptable,
and we’re taking a number
of immediate actions,” Smith
told parents Tuesday.

The district placed plas-
tic bags over all water foun-
tains districtwide Friday and
will spend the summer testing
lead levels at all schools. The
last time such extensive testing
was done was 2001.

The district has purchased
nearly 1 million bottles of
water for students through the
end of the school year.

Two district employees
could be placed on adminis-
trative leave as a result of the
investigation, Smith said.

District spokeswoman

Christine Miles did not respond
Wednesday to requests for fur-
ther details.

In April, Gov. Kate Brown
called for a statewide review
of what tools schools and dis-
tricts have to test water.

She directed the Oregon
Health Authority, which car-
ries out Environmental Pro-
tection Agency water regula-
tions at the state level, and the
state Department of Education
to also make recommendations

for improvement.
Earlier this year, a Flint-in-
spired nationwide review

by the USA Today Network
found that more than 2,000
water systems fell short of EPA
rules for lead,

It also found that the EPA
has handed out 180 citations to

5A

1cials over lead 1n school water

officials nationwide for failing
to immediately tell the public
— as was the case at the two
Portland schools — when high
lead levels are discovered.

Americans will hear more
about lead in public school
water in the months to come
as nervous districts test for it,
said James Montgomery, an
associate professor in environ-
mental studies at DePaul Uni-
versity and an expert on lead in
the environment.

Many schools have aging
infrastructure, making them
especially vulnerable, he said.

“Once Flint hit, my predic-
tion was, “This is going to rip-
ple like a seismic wave out,’
and it has,” he said.

AP Reporter Kristena Han-
sen contributed to this report.

Sage grouse concerns nix
Oregon energy project

Associated Press

BEND A federal
appeals court has nixed a
large wind energy project in
southeast Oregon.

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals ruled last week
that an environmental review
by the federal Bureau of Land
Management failed to ade-
quately assess the winter pop-
ulation of greater sage grouse
at the proposed facility near
Steens Mountain in Harney
County.

Columbia Energy Part-
ners proposed the project for
roughly 10,500 acres of pri-
vate land. The project called
for 40 to 69 wind turbines and
a 230-kilovolt transmission
line to bring the energy to the
electrical grid.

The BLM had approved
the project, and Harney
County granted a key permit.

“One more lost oppor-
tunity for our community,”
Judge Steve Grasty, a top offi-
cial in the county, told The
Bulletin newspaper.

Environmental ~ groups
challenged the BLM’s envi-
ronmental review of the proj-
ect. It needed the environ-
mental review partly because
the transmission line’s right
of way would cross public
lands.

Greater sage grouse need
sagebrush year-round for mat-
ing, nesting and rearing their
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The greater sage grouse.

broods. They also eat pretty
much only sagebrush through
the winter. Loss of sagebrush
habitat has contributed to sage
grouse population decline in
Oregon.

The appeals court deci-
sion said the BLM completed
no surveys on whether sage
grouse were at the site during
the winter.

“The inaccurate informa-
tion and unsupported assump-
tions materially impeded
informed  decision-making
and public participation,” the
decision said.

Brent Fenty is executive
director of the Oregon Nat-
ural Desert Association, a
Bend-based environmen-
tal group that brought the
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lawsuit. He called the wind
project the “right idea in the
wrong place” and noted the
association’s 2009 report that
analyzes wildlife habitats and
landscapes in Oregon’s High
Desert to identify areas where
wind projects would have the
least impact.

Fenty said “hundreds of
thousands of acres” should
have been considered before
the Steens Mountain location.

Grasty questioned the abil-
ity of courts to interpret land
management-related  deci-
sions, saying land manag-
ers should be given deference
because they have the exper-
tise that courts lack.

“It’s incredibly frustrat-
ing,” he said.
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The report will not make
findings or conclusions
regarding Smith’s men-
tal state during the alleged
crimes.

Smith, 42, of Vancouver,

murdering her toddler and
attempting to kill her teen-
ager at a Cannon Beach
resort in 2014.

The trial is scheduled for
June 2017.

In previous court hear-
ings, Judge Matyas said
she has not observed any
unusual  behavior  from
Smith, but still appointed
psychologist Brooke How-
ard to do an independent
evaluation.

Howard found Smith suf-
fers from post-traumatic
stress disorder, but could
not conclude whether she is
unable or unwilling to aid
and assist in her defense.

recommended Smith be

observation.

Clatsop County Dis-
trict Attorney Josh Mar-
quis is challenging a por-
tion of Howard’s report
that cites a mental examina-
tion conducted by Michele
Crump-Hart, clinical direc-
tor at Clatsop Behavioral
Healthcare.

Smith had a consulta-
tion in February with Clat-
sop Behavioral Health-

Washington, is accused of

In her report, Howard

sent to the state hospital for

Smith: Judge will use hospital report
to help determine Smith’s mental state

care, the county’s mental
health provider, to deter-
mine if the county has the
expertise available to treat
Smith if she is found unfit

to proceed.
Clatsop Behavioral
Healthcare concluded it

does not have the resources
available.

“There are no known
community restoration pro-
grams in either Tillamook
or Clatsop County to assist
this client with the abil-
ity to aid and assist in her

own defense,” the agency
concluded.
However, Crump-Hart

noted a number of mental

Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorian
Jessica Smith, shown here before a court appearance in
January, has returned from the state hospital.

health issues with Smith and
determined she suffers from
a mental illness, according
to Smith’s defense lawyers
Lynne Morgan and David
Falls.

The defense lawyers say
Hart’s observations are rele-
vant and should be included
as evidence. Marquis wants
Hart’s input thrown out.
Judge Matyas will decide at
the upcoming court hearing
this month.

Ultimately, Smith’s men-
tal fitness to proceed is up
to Judge Matyas. The judge
will use the state hospi-
tal report to help determine
Smith’s mental state.
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A - Charter Astoria/ Seaside

- L - Charter Long Beach

A L

@ KATU (@ |NBA Basketball Playoffs (L) Jimmy Kimmel Paid Program Paid Program Wheel of Fortune [Jeopardy! KATU News at 11 [(:35) Jimmy Kimmel
@ KOMO (&) |[NBA Baskethall Playoffs (L) [Jimmy Kimmel Wheel of Fortune [Jeopardy! |Eric Johnson Special KOMO 4 News (:35) Jimmy Kimmel
O KING (5 [NBC Nightly News |KING 5 News KING 5 News Evening Strong "The Final Showdown" (SF) (N) |Game of Silence An attorney's friends reappear after a long absence. (N) KING 5 News (:35) Tonight Show
@ KOIN (O [KOIN 6 News at 6 [CBS Evening News |Extra Ent. Tonight Big Bang Theory [Life in Pieces Mom [The 0dd Couple [Code Black KOIN 6 News @ 11](:35) S. Colbert

@ KIRO KIRO 7 News CBS Evening News [The Insider Ent. Tonight Big Bang Theory _|Life in Pieces Mom [The 0dd Couple  [Code Black KIRO News (:35) S. Colbert

@® KGW (O |KGW News at 6:00 p.m. Live at Seven Inside Edition Strong "The Final Showdown" (SF) (N) |Game of Silence An attorney's friends reappear after a long absence. (N) KGW News at 11 |(:35) Tonight Show
© KRCW (3 |Seinfeld [Seinfeld Modern Family Modern Family Legends of Tomorrow "Pilot" Pt. 2 of 2 |Beauty and the Beast (N) [KGW News at 10 [(:35) Two 1/2 Men [(:05) Two 1/2 Men |(:35) King of Hill
@D KOPB (10) [Mickela Mallozi  [Business (N) PBS NewsHour Art Beat (N) [Oregon Guide Vera "The Sea Glass" | Afterlife "Your Hand in Mine" Film School Shorts
KPTV  (12) |6 O'Clock News Family Feud Family Feud Bones "The Movie in the Making" (N) Grit "Barricade the Bunker" (N) 10 0'Clock News 11 0'Clock News |Loves Ray

KPDX () |Mike & Molly Mike & Molly Big Bang Theory |Big Bang Theory [FOX 12's 8 0'Clock News on PDX-TV_[FOX 12's 9 0'Clock News on PDX-TV__|The Mentalist "Bleeding Heart" The Mentalist "Redline”

@ KCPQ (13) [Name Game Modern Family Big Bang Theory |Big Bang Theory [Bones "The Movie in the Making" (N)  |Grit "Barricade the Bunker" (N) Q13 News at 10 Q13 News [Modern Family
€ TBS (20) |Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld 2 Broke Girls [2 Broke Girls Big Bang Theory [Big Bang Theory |2 Broke Girls [2 Broke Girls Conan

@ KzJO (22) [Twoand a Half |[Two and aHalf  |The Simpsons The Simpsons Modern Family — [Modern Family Q13 News at 9 Big Bang Theory |Big Bang Theory [Friends [Friends

@) ESPN (5:30) X Games Austin 2016 (L) SportsCenter SportsCenter SportsCenter SportsCenter

ESPN2 (30) |NCAA Studio NCAA Softball Division | Tournament (L) [E:60 [Jalen & Jacoby (N) [NBA Tonight [X Games Extra (N) [NBA Tonight Jalen & Jacoby
@D NICK (31 |SpongeBob Henry Danger [Henry Danger [The Thundermans [** The Parent Trap (1998, Family) Dennis Quaid, Natasha Richardson, Lindsay Lohan. Friends Friends

€D DISN (32 |K.C. Undercover (%% Spy Kids 3D: Game Over (‘03) Antonio Banderas. [** Spy Kids 4: All the Time in the World ("11) Jessica Alba.[(:35) Girl Meets W. [Stuck in Middle  [Friends Whenever [K.C. Undercover _[Austin & Ally

€& FAM  (34) |[The Middle % Bring It On (2000, Comedy) Jesse Bradford, Eliza Dushku, Kirsten Dunst. [ :45) % ** My Girl (1991, Comedy/Drama) Anna Chlumsky, Dan Aykroyd, Macaulay Culkin. The 700 Club

FMC (35) [(5:00) Elysium ('13, Action) Matt Damon. [(:10) The Counselor (2013, Drama) Penélope Cruz, Michael Fassbender, Cameron Diaz. [FXM Presents [*** Argo (2012, Thriller) Bryan Cranston, John Goodman, Ben Affleck.

€ LIFE (5:00) Roots "Part 2" Pt. 2 of 4 [Roots "Part 3" George wishes to buy his family's freedom but is sold. Pt. 3 of 4 Roots "Part 4" George is reunited with his family after the war. (F) Pt. 4 of 4 (N) [:05) Roots "Part 4" Pt. 4 of 4

€& ROOT MLB Baseball Seattle Mariners at San Diego Padres Site: Petco Park -- San Diego, Calif. (L) Post-game MLB Baseball Seattle Mariners at San Diego Padres Site: Petco Park -- San Diego, Calif.

€ Fs1 U.S. Pre-game [FIFA Soccer International Friendly Japan vs. United States (L) [Fox Sports Live  |[TMZ Sports (N) Best | Heard (N)  |Fox Sports Live  [TMZ Sports Garbage Time Fox Sports Live
SPIKE  (43) |**% X2: X-Men United (2003, Sci-Fi) Hugh Jackman, lan McKellen, Patrick Stewart. Lip Sync Battle Lip Sync Battle Lip Sync Battle (N) [Lip Sync Battle Lip Sync Battle Lip Sync Battle
@ com (:15) Futurama [(50) Key & Peele  [(:20) Key & Peele  [(:50) Key & Peele [(:25) Tosh.0 "Lingerie Football Coach” (:55) Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Inside Schumer (N) |Nikki Glaser The Daily Show  |The Nightly Show
HIST (45 [(5:00) Roots "Part 2" Pt. 2 of 4 Roots "Part 3" George wishes to buy his family's freedom but is sold. Pt. 3 of 4 Roots "Part 4" George is reunited with his family after the war. Pt. 4 of 4 (N) (:05) Roots "Part 4" Pt. 4 of 4

€39 A&E (5:00) Roots "Part 2" Pt. 2 of 4 Roots "Part 3" George wishes to buy his family's freedom but is sold. Pt. 2 of 4 Roots "Part 4" George is reunited with his family after the war. Pt. 3 of 4 (:05) Roots "Part 4" Pt. 4 of 4

TLC My 600-Ib Life "Ashley's Story" My 600-Ib Life "Joe's Story" My 600-Ib Life "Chad's Story" Extreme Weight Loss "James" Fat Chance "Meagan" (N) Extreme Weight Loss "James"

€5 DISC Naked and Afraid Naked and Afraid Naked and Afraid Naked and Afraid "Honduras" (N) Life After: Chernobyl Naked and Afraid

@) NGEO Primal Survivor "Scorched Earth" Life Below Zero "Ghosts of Winter" Life Below Zero "No Boundaries" Life Below 0 "Trapped and Hunted" (N) [Port Protection "Jack of All Trades" (N) [Life Below Zero "Trapped and Hunted"
@D TNT (50) |Castle "Reckoning” Pt. 2 of 2 Castle "The Wrong Stuff" *% Jack the Giant Slayer (2013, Fantasy) Ewan McGregor, Stanley Tucci, Nicholas Hoult. [*** Alice in Wonderland ("10) Johnny Depp.

@ED AMC (51 |(5:00 ** Black Hawk Down ('01, Act) Eric Bana, Ewan McGregor, Josh Hartnett. | * %% The Matrix (1999, Action) Laurence Fishburne, Carrie-Anne Moss, Keanu Reeves. | Am Legend (2007, Sci-Fi) Will Smith.
@D USA (52 |NCIS "Left for Dead” NCIS "Eye Spy" WWE Smackdown! WWE superstars do battle in long-running rivalries. Modern Family Modern Family Modern Family Modern Family
FOOD (53) |Chopped "Plenty of Fish" Chopped "Reality TV Stars" Chopped "Let's Do Lunch” [Chopped "Hungry For Love” Beat Flay (N) Beat Bobby Flay |Beat Bobby Flay [Beat Bobby Flay
E3 HGTV Island Hunters  island Hunters Island Hunters  Tisland Hunters Flip or Flop [Flip or Flop [Flip or Flop [Flip or Flop House Hunters (N) [House Hunters (N) |Vintage Flip (N)  [Vintage Flip (N)
& FX (5:30) World War Z (2013, Action) Mireille Enos, Daniella Kertesz, Brad Pitt. Ride Along (2014, Action/Comedy) Kevin Hart, John Leguizamo, Ice Cube. Archer (SF) 2/2 (N) [Archer Pt. 10f2  |Archer Pt.20f2  [Ride Along ('14)
CNN Eighties "The Fight Against AIDS" (N)  |CNN Tonight With Don Lemon Anderson Cooper 360 The Eighties "The Fight Against AIDS" [CNN Newsroom CNN Newsroom

@& FNC The Kelly File With Megyn Kelly Hannity The O'Reilly Factor The Kelly File With Megyn Kelly Hannity On the Record

GD CNBC Shark Tank American Greed: Scam Greed "A Mother's Costly Revenge" American Greed: Scam American Greed "The Cash King" Paid Program [Paid Program
BRAV Million Dollar List "Making Moves" Million Dollar "Murray Up and Wait" [ Million Dollar List "Tug of Warhol" Million Dollar Listing New York (N)  [To Be Announced Million Dollar Listing New York

@ TCM (5:00) Show Boat ('36) Irene Dunne. *** Rose Marie (36, Musical) Nelson Eddy, James Stewart, Jeanette MacDonald. [*%* Good News ('47, Rom) Peter Lawford, June Allyson.  [(:45) % Irene (1940, Romance) Anna Neagle, Ray Milland.
@ SYFY (5:00) ** The Mummy Returns (‘'01) Rachel Weisz, John Hannah, Brendan Fraser. [*** Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles ("90) Elias Koteas, John Rogers, Judith Hoag. [* Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles II: The Secret of the Ooze (91) Paige Turco.
&3 RFD SF Machinery [Small Town [Rural America 'Live' "Generac” [Steve Lantvit [Rural Eve. News [Market Journal _ [GA Farm Monitor |SF Machinery [Small Town [Time Life Library

Suzanne Elise Assisted Living Community is the
proud recipient of a PERFECT STATE SURVEY
for 2015 — a reflection of our core value,

“Quality that is Obvious!”

P: 503-738-0307 | www.suzanneelise.com
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