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OBITUARIES

John Alan ‘Pete’ Raitanen

Ketchikan, Alaska
Jan. 11, 1945 — March 20, 2016

John Alan (Pete) Raitanen, 71, was born Jan.
11, 1945, in Astoria, Oregon, to Edwin John
and Mary Frances Jorgusen Raitanen. He died
March 20, 2016, at his childhood home in Sea-
side, Oregon, following a long battle
with cancer.

Pete graduated from Seaside High
School in 1963, and worked many
years at the Crab Broiler restaurant to
help put himself through college. He
attended Clatsop Community Col-
lege and Oregon State University,
graduating with a degree in chemical
engineering,

In 1968 he married Linda —
Schlappi, and they moved to Ket-
chikan, Alaska, immediately follow-
ing college graduation in 1969. Pete
started working as a chemical engineer in the
lab of the Ketchikan Pulp Mill, where he con-
tinued working at various positions in the mill
until 1998, over a year after the mill closed.

After retirement, he and Linda traveled
to visit family and friends and to see more of
the world. Highlights were a trip to New Zea-
land, and several cruises to tropical destina-

John “Pete”
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tions. Trips to Florida to visit longtime friends
Dave and Louis Weis, and trips to Port Aransas,
Texas, with children and grandchildren, were
also memorable.

Pete enjoyed boating, fishing,
clamming, crabbing and making
firewood. He also enjoyed cooking
and spending time with his grand-
children. He could cook without a
recipe, tell children’s stories as he
made them up and play the saxo-
phone and piano by ear.

He is survived by his wife, Linda,
of Ketchikan; daughter, Kristin St.
Pierre (Simon) of San Antonio,
Texas; son, Eric Raitanen (Karen)
of Grand Rapids, Minnesota; grand-
children, Grant, Cameron and Addi-
son of San Antonio and Lauren, Griffin and
Anna of Grand Rapids; sisters, Jean Dennon
(Jack) and Joanne Erickson (Allan) of Seaside,
and their children, Alex, Amanda and Anne
Dennon and Julie and Liisa Erickson; and many
cousins. He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Ed and Mary; nephew Andrew Dennon;
and several aunts, uncles and cousins.

Coast Guard rescues hiker

Patricia Leigh Adams

West Bend, Wisconsin
Aug. 16, 1979 — March 31, 2016

Patricia Leigh Adams, 36, of West Bend,
Wisconsin, formerly of Svensen, Oregon, died
March 31, 2016, at home from complications
related to post sepsis syndrome. Patricia was
the daughter of Jeffrey Robert Adams
of Svensen, Oregon, and Mary Eliz-
abeth Brown of Pottsville, Arkansas.
She was born in Coos Bay, Oregon,
on August 16, 1979.

She attended Hilda Lahti Elemen-
tary School in Knappa, and was a
graduate of Knappa High School in
Knappa, Oregon. She later attended
Clatsop Community College and
Portland Community College.

She enjoyed 4-H, horseback rid-
ing, gardening, ballet, tap and play-
ing outside with her neighborhood
friends. Patty played the piano and enjoyed the
arts, as well as listening to music.

Patty made friends everywhere she went.
Her roommates enjoyed many family-style din-
ners and gatherings. Patty treated everyone like
family.

She began her waitressing career as a teen-
ager, following in her grandmother Patty Lou
Adam’s footsteps. Patty became an avid Dave
Matthews Band follower after attending her first
DMB concert in the Gorge. As an avid follower,
she attended his concert annually.

When Patty discovered she was going to be
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an aunt for the first time, she was so happy she
decided she would move in with her sister to be
as involved as possible. She was a devoted aunt
to all her nieces and nephews. Patty continued
her restaurant career by working with
many of the fine restaurants in Clat-
sop County.

Later she moved to Wiscon-
sin, where she worked in many fine
restaurants and expanded on her
interests in wine by becoming a som-
melier. She looked forward to the day
that she could return to the Oregon
Coast to live near her family again.
She was a true lover of the beach.
Her dream was to open an olive oil
store and restaurant. Patty felt happi-
est when she was helping others.

Her beautiful life will forever be cherished
in the lives of her two siblings, Jeffrey Benja-
min Adams (Aimee) of Lakewood, California,
and Elisabeth Grace Adams-Pietila (Daniel) of
Warrenton, Oregon; her nieces, Lillianna, Tal-
lulah and Eliza Lou of Warrenton, Oregon; her
nephews, William and Brandon Adams of Lake-
wood, California; and her special aunt, Marga-
ret Moore of Marina del Rey, California.

The family invites friends to attend her
memorial service at the Warrenton Community
Center, 170 S.W. Third St., Warrenton, Oregon
97146 on Sunday, April 24, 2016, at 11 a.m.
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SEASIDE — A U.S.
Coast  Guard helicopter

hoisted and medevaced a
71-year-old hiker suffering
from exhaustion on Tilla-
mook Head Sunday.

Coast Guard watchstand-
ers received a call from local
responders around 8 p.m.
Sunday requesting assistance

in locating a man who col-
lapsed from exhaustion while
hiking back to the Seaside
trailhead in Ecola State Park
after fishing with a friend.

A helicopter  crew
diverted  from  another
search-and-rescue case and
located the man. Because of
his condition and the rugged-
ness of the terrain, he could
not be evacuated on ground.

The Coast Guard hoisted the
hiker and flew him to a wait-
ing ambulance at Air Station
Astoria.

“By working together, we
were able to come up with a
plan to safely get this injured
man off the trail and to the
care he needed,” Lt. Chris-
topher Morris, the command
duty officer at the time of the
hoist, said in a statement.

Volunteers needed for crab festival
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More than two dozen vol-
unteers are still needed for the
Crab, Seafood and Wine Festi-
val this weekend at the Clatsop
County Fairgrounds.

In return for volunteering

one shift, free admission to the
festival (outside of the shift) is
given. For helping with two or
more shifts, volunteers receive a
complimentary 2016 wine glass
while supplies last.

Volunteer orientation takes
place from 4 to 530 pm.

Wednesday at the
County Fairgrounds.
To sign up, go to http://bit.
ly/1Th4ddx or download a paper
application at http:/bit.ly/1VzL-
wpD. For information, contact
Kelsey Balensifer at 503-325-
6311 or kelsey@oldoregon.com
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OBITUARY POLICY

The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m. the busi-
ness day prior. Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/forms/
obits, by email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at The
Daily Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria.
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