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Dams: ‘The Klamath River 1s a precious resource’
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ranchers from rising power
and water prices as the various
interests work to end long-run-
ning water wars in the drought-
stricken Klamath River basin.

The dams now block fish
from migrating to their historic
spawning grounds and also
degrade water quality, spread-
ing fish diseases and algae
blooms. Salmon are sacred to
some Native American tribes
that use them for subsistence
and ceremony.

“Our allocation of fish this
year doesn’t meet half of our
subsistence for our people,”
said Yurok Tribe Vice Chair-
man David Gensaw. “This is a
threat to our culture, our reli-
gion and the economic sur-
vival of our people.”

Tense disputes

The Klamath basin has
been the site of tense disputes
between tribes, environmen-
talists, farmers and ranchers
for nearly two decades.

In 2001, water deliver-
ies to farmers and ranch-
ers were severely curtailed.
Adult salmon suffered a major
die-off a year later. Salmon
harvests have been sharply
reduced for the tribes as well
as recreational and commer-
cial fishers.

The latest deal is spelled
out in two agreements signed
at the mouth of the river in
Northern California in a cer-
emony attended by Oregon
Gov. Kate Brown, Califor-
nia Gov. Jerry Brown, federal
officials, tribal leaders, con-
servation groups, large-scale
water users and dam-owner
PacifiCorp.
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Iron Gate Dam spans the Klamath River near Hornbrook, Calif.

“This is a huge exercise of
humankind fixing some of the
mistakes of the past,” Jerry
Brown said.

The agreements include
promises to keep working on
a six-year-old settlement pro-
cess that went dormant when
Congress failed to approve it
last year. In addition to remov-
ing dams, an initial settlement
would have restored tribal
lands and provided more water
for farmers and ranchers.

By removing the dams
without congressional
approval and providing price
assurances to farmers, backers
hope to make the larger deal
more palatable for Congress.

Funding for the $450 mil-
lion project would come from
PacifiCorp customers in Cali-
fornia and Oregon, along with

a water bond approved by Cal-
ifornia voters in 2014.

Not everyone is celebrat-
ing. Dam removal is a major
improvement, but the guaran-
tees for farmers and ranchers
don’t belong in the agreement,
said Jim McCarthy of the con-
servation group WaterWatch.

Stakeholders

The PacifiCorp utility has
supported a dam-removal
agreement because it offers
the company liability protec-
tions and caps the costs to its
customers.

Several  studies  have
shown that dam upgrades
likely to be required would
significantly reduce electric-
ity generation and would cost
millions of dollars more than
dam removal and replacement

of hydropower with other
sources.

The company will trans-
fer ownership of four Klam-
ath River dams to a nonprofit
corporation recently created in
California, which will petition
the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission for approval to
tear them down beginning in
2020. Two others will be trans-
ferred to the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation, which will con-
tinue operating them with-
out raising prices for farmers
and ranchers who irrigate their
fields.

One of the tribes already
has obtained senior water
rights through the courts, lim-
iting water available for farm-
ers and ranchers, and the oth-
ers could pursue that process.
Klamath Basin agriculture is
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Jene McCovery, an elder with the Yurok Tribe, speaks to a
group of about 50 people, mostly from the Klamath River
Tribes, in Portland, about the push to restore a fishery on
the Klamath River, remove four dams, and balance.

valued at about $670 million
annually.

Scott White, head of the
Klamath Water Users Asso-
ciation, said the agricultural
interests he represents had no
stake in the dam removal but
he hopes the efforts to boost
water rights don’t get lost.

“The Klamath River is a
precious  resource,” White
said. “There is much left to
be done to preserve the inter-
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An algae bloom in the reservoir behind Iron Gate Dam on
the Klamath River near Hornbrook, Calif.

ests of the communities that it
serves.”

Klamath Tribes Chairman
Don Gentry said the c’iyaal’s,
which means salmon, were
placed in the river by the cre-
ator and have been essential in
sustaining the tribes.

“We won’t be whole, and
we won’t be complete as a
people until we can once again
fish for our ¢’iyaal’s,” Gentry
said.

Sunset Lake: Clatsop County’s case 1s scheduled for trial in June
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witnessed untreated sewage
discharged over the drain field
and noted another failure to fix
the issue.

Kevin Luby, an attorney
for Hick, said the park has
had trouble meeting the per-
mitted sewage flow, even
while shutting down the

park’s laundry and showers,
installing low-flow toilets,
putting meters on the lots
to track usage and pumping
1,000 gallons a day out of the
drain field.

He said Hick is sending
bids out for a contractor to
build an additional drain field
at the park, which would help
the old one rehabilitate.

“l anticipate it being
resolved without the neces-
sity of a trial,” Luby said,
adding that Hick’s money is
better spent improving the
park.

The Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality’s lawsuit
was filed last week. A hear-
ing on the state’s motion
for a preliminary injunction

against Resources North-
west is scheduled next week.

Second lawsuit
The state’s lawsuit comes
as Clatsop County tries to
remove Hick as owner and
replace him with a receiver, a
person appointed to adminis-
ter property under litigation.
The county filed suit

against Hick about three
years ago to enforce a 2011
compliance order for the
park to lower occupancy
from 60 to 43, including 18
mobile homes and 25 RVs,
along with 38 spots for
visitors.

Resources Northwest and
the county differ on whether
the park has satisfied the

occupancy restriction. Luby
said a month ago that the
park was within one evic-
tion of 43 occupants. County
staff claim the park is mov-
ing permanent residents
around within a 30-day time
frame to make them seem
temporary.

The county’s case is
scheduled for trial in June.
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45 Public Notices

Occasionally  other  companies
make telemarketing calls off
classified ads. These companies
are not affiliated with The Daily
Astorian and customers are under
no obligation to participate.

If you would like to contact the
attorney general or be put on the
do not call list, here are the links

New Today

MARTIN
HOSPITALITY
Experienced Accountant

60 Babysitters,

Child Care

Looking for a personal
assistant/nanny to a 6month
old. Mon, Wed, Thur 8-5 with

more hours available.
Background test will be required.
Call (503)470-7712

Ad Designer
Join the pre-press team at
The Daily Astorian and create
memorable advertisements/

‘General Ledger
«Accounts payable
Look at these
ads first

*payroll

Benefits

‘Great pay

*Medical, dental, 410k, vacation
*M-F Schedule

Please complete an application at
mh360.co/jobs or at
148 E Gower in Cannon Beach

BUYERS AND SELLERS get togeth-
er with the help of classified ads.
Read and use the classified sec-
tion every day!

Loty fo poogio. imvestng for ressdonce.
Craft3 is looking for a Commercial Loan Administrator to join our dynamic
team in our llwaco, WA office. The ideal candidate is responsible for
providing on-going preparation and monitoring of customer documentation,
billings, payments and filing. Provide loan processing for Craft3 Commercial
Lending including due diligence and ongoing support to portfolio
administration, the lending team and risk management.

Application deadline is April 22, 2016.
To apply, please complete the application at:
https://home.eease.adp.com/recruit/?id=6370211

Craft3 is an Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity Employer, Minority,
Female, Disabled, Veteran, Gender Identity, Sexual Orientation.

FOUND CAT
10th & Franklin
Please provide any info if you
recognize this nice cat.
Needs home if not reunited!
Call Jan 503-440-0886

to both of them
Complaint form link:
http://www.doj.state.or.us/
finfraud/

DUST off the old pool table and sell it
with a classified ad.

Go. L

coastweekend.com

dining « thearts + music

shopping

musenms « classes « movies

gardening

61 Bankruptcy

BANKRUPTCY $275
26 Years Experience.
(503)440-0281 / (503)678-7939

news « blogs « more

special projects. You'll work with
multiple people and deadlines
in a fast paced environment.
Must be very accurate and detail-
oriented. Experience in Multi-Ad
Creator, Adobe
Photoshop,InDesign and/ or
QuarkXPress required.
Newspaper experience preferred,
but not required. Full-time
position, benefits include Paid
Time Off (PTO), 401(k)/Roth
401(k) retirement plan
and insurances.

Send resume, work samples and
letter of interest to EO Media
Group, PO Box 2048, Salem,

OR 97308-2048, by fax to
503-371-2935 or e-mail
hr@eomediagroup.com

GOLF GAME gone to pot? Sell those
old clubs with a classified Ad.

ALL ABOUT CANDY
SEASIDE CANDYMAN
NEEDS YOUR HELP
$10/hr to start increasing to
$14 with proven experience.
'START IMMEDIATELY!!

21 N. Columbia, #105, Seaside Or.
(503)738-5280,
candyman@seasurf.net




