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Search continues for
missing fisherman

The Daily Astorian

The Clatsop County Sher-
iff’s Office and dive teams from
Clackamas and Multnomah
counties are searching for Charles
K. Kelly, 52, the fisherman who
reportedly fell off a boat into the
Youngs River Tuesday.

Sheriff Tom Bergin said the
agencies are expanding their
search downriver from the con-
fluence of the Youngs and Klas-
kanine rivers, where Kelly was
last seen fishing from a boat.

“We're going to do every-
thing we can, in our power, to
make sure Mr. Kelly is recov-
ered,” Bergin said.

The Sherift’s Office was dis-
patched Tuesday morning after
a report of a boat circling in the
river at full throttle without an
operator. According to the Sher-
iff’s Office, the person reporting
said they had talked with Kelly
— also known as Charles Han-
kel — left and returned shortly
thereafter to find the boat cir-
cling with nobody on board.

Seaside residents can
dump household waste

The Daily Astorian

SEASIDE — A Seaside
Household Cleanup Day is being
held from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday,
or until the bins fill up, at Seaside
Public Works, 1387 Avenue U.

This first come, first served
opportunity is open to Seaside
residents only, and a water bill
or driver’s license is required.

Recyclable items include
computers, TVs, VCRs, DVD
and CD players, stereos, cell-
phones, telephones and phone

equipment, fax machines, sat-
ellite dishes and components,
small appliances, yard debris
and household garbage.

Items that will not be
accepted include large appli-
ances (washers, dryers, stoves,
dishwashers, microwaves, copy
machines, refrigerators and
freezers), tires, motor oil, bat-
teries, florescent bulbs, clean-
ers, paints, thinner, pesticides,
automotive or boat fluids, sol-
vents, light bulbs and recharge-
able batteries.

By KATHY ANEY
East Oregonian

PENDLETON — Wes
Potter loves to play detective
with his own family history.

The Alaska man works
to fill in all the blanks on
his family tree and he cher-
ishes family artifacts. Keep-
ing one such heirloom, how-
ever, didn’t feel right. In late
March, Potter gave an old
handwritten ledger once pos-
sessed by his great-grandfa-
ther to the Tamastslikt Cul-
tural Institute.

To some, the ledger from
the late 1800s might look like
a dusty old notebook, but not
to those who recognize its
significance.

Potter’s great-grandfather,
Charles Wilkins Sr., served as
an Indian agent. He was the
man responsible for imple-
menting federal Indian policy
on the Confederated Tribes of
the Umatilla Indian Reserva-
tion from 1897 to the early
1900s. A century later, Pot-
ter came into possession of a
leather satchel belonging to
his great-grandfather Wilkins.
Inside was a register where
various Indian agents had
recorded in cursive every per-
son in the tribe until 1892 and
the allotment of land each had
been assigned.
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Ledger, letters give glimpse into tribal past

E.J. Harris/East Oregonian

Wes Potter looks on as Tamastslikt Director Roberta Con-
ner thumbs through a ledger owned by his great-grand-
father during his time as the Indian agent for the Con-
federated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation in the
late 1800s. Potter donated the ledger and other historical
items owned by his great-grandfather to the Tamastslikt

Cultural Institute in Mission.

A census
In late March, Potter sat at
a table in a Tamastslikt con-
ference room and watched
Tamastslikt Director Roberta
Conner page gingerly through
the ledger. Potter, a tall,
bearded carecer Army officer
who grew up on a ranch near
Enterprise, smiled as Conner
become absorbed in the book
and explained what she was
seeing.
“This is a census,” Con-
ner said. “What it shows us
is that (in 1892) there are 393

Cayuses, 196 Umatillas and
455 Walla Wallas. That totals
1,043.”

She explained that follow-
ing the treaty of 1855, the fed-
eral government eventually
broke the communally held
reservation into individual
allotments.

“This is the beginning of
a system that dissects the res-
ervation into small pieces of
individual ownership,” she
said.

Allotments ranged in size,
totaling either 40, 80 or 160

acres. The first name in the
book is Philip Minthorn, a
Cayuse known as Kash-Kash,
who was 49 years old and had
an allotment of 160 acres as
head of household. Chief No
Shirt headed the Walla Walla
list. Moses Minthorn was the
first Umatilla.

Conner said the tribe
already has allotment informa-
tion on a digitized map, but the
ledger is a connection with his-
tory and those who have gone
before.

“It’s a big deal,” she said
of the allotment list. “We live
with the consequences of it
daily, but to see the handwrit-
ing and the notations and the
names ...”

She let the sentence drift
off. Many of the names had
been mangled by agents over
the years, similar to the mis-
spelling of the names of immi-
grants entering Ellis Island.

“They were written by
those who had understand-
ing of English, but not native
languages,” said Collections
Curator Randall Melton, who
also inspected the ledger.
“They wrote down what they
heard.”

He said Wilkins likely
inherited the ledger from
agents who had come before
him, but hadn’t used it during
his years at the post.
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OBITUARY POLICY

The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo and,
for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m. the business
day prior.

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices and
upcoming services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m. the
day of publication.

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/forms/obits, by
email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at The Daily
Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call 503-325-3211, ext.
257.
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