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Oregon State women reach first Final Four

Beavers set to face three-time
defending national champion
UConn on Sunday in Indianapolis

By STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Basketball Writer

DALLAS — Jamie Weis-
ner carried the trophy, and Ruth
Hamblin had a net draped over
her shoulders.

While the road to Oregon
State’s first women’s Final
Four has been quite a ride for
those two seniors, it is even
more remarkable considering
the shambles the program was
in when coach Scott Rueck
arrived six years ago.

“I think that this day sig-
nifies just anything is possi-
ble,” Rueck said. “It has to
do with sports and the human
spirit and that might be kind of
deep, but that’s what this is, a
group that believed when there
was no reason to, to see them-
selves through a Final Four. It’s
mind-blowing.”

Sydney Wiese scored 18
points, including three free
throws in the final 33 seconds
to push the Beavers past Baylor
60-57 on Monday night in the
Dallas Regional final — about
2,000 miles from their home,
and only about 100 miles from
the Waco campus of the top-
seeded Lady Bears.

After having to conduct
open tryouts to fill his first team,
the Pac-12 champion Beavers
(32-4) are going to Indianapo-
lis with a roster of seniors and
juniors recruited by Rueck.

“This journey has been
incredible,” said Wiese, a
junior. “To have success with
this group, we deserve it. We’ve
earned it.”

Next up is three-time
defending national champion
UConn on Sunday.

Baylor (36-2) finished its
season with a regional final
loss for the third consecutive
season.

“This one hurts a little bit
more because it’s three times in
a row,” said Nina Davis, who
scored 11 points. “We played
hard. I can’t say it was lack of
effort.”

Weisner, the Pac-12 Player
of the Year who was the
regional Most Outstanding
Player, had 16 points while
Hamblin had 10 points and 12
rebounds for the Beavers in
their first regional final. Gabri-
ella Hanson also added 10
points.

Oregon State has won 22
of its past 23 games and has
already set a school record
for victories this season. They
won the Pac-12 Tournament
and shared the regular-season
title, after last season winning
the crown outright to end Stan-
ford’s run of 14 championships
in a row.

“We’re going to celebrate
tonight, soak up this special
moment,” Hamblin said. “And
we’re going to get back to work
this week and we know what
we have to do to play UConn
because they’re obviously a
formidable opponent.”

Weise made her second free
throw after being fouled by
Alexis Jones with 33 seconds
left. Jones, the former Duke
transfer who led Baylor with 19
points, had a turnaround jumper
that rattled around the rim with-
out falling with 11 seconds left.

Hamblin, the 6-foot-6 cen-
ter from Canada, grabbed the
rebound and got the ball to
Weise, who was fouled with 7.3
seconds left.

After Weise made both free
throws, Baylor quickly got
back down the court. Jones
couldn’t get off a shot before
a missed 3-pointer by Niya
Johnson, the senior point
guard in her last chance for a
Final Four.

“They did hit clutch shots
and we didn’t,” Baylor coach
Kim Mulkey said. “I mean,
there was how many times we
had a tie ball game there at the
end and we didn’t get a good
shot.”

Weisner scored twice in the
final 2:07 of the third quarter to
beat the shot-clock buzzer.

Baylor led only twice, after
scoring the game’s first four
points and when Nina Davis
made a layup with 6:54 left to
make it 51-50. Davis had 11
points.

The game’s only four ties
came after that, the first when
Weisner made a free throw 24
seconds later.

The Beavers were tough

and  resilient  throughout,
and there was a point mid-
way through the second quar-
ter when Mulkey was so frus-
trated after a non-call by the
officials that she ripped off her
gold jacket and flung it over the
Lady Bears bench, drawing a
technical foul.

Davis was almost knocked
to the ground when missing a
layup, and that was the boil-
ing point after the coach was
already upset by several other
calls or non-calls by officials.
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Oregon State
forward Deven
Hunter, center,
kisses the Division
| Regional
Championship
NCAA trophy

after a women’s
NCAA basketball
tournament game
against Baylor
Monday, in Dallas.
Oregon State won
60-57.
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10 OFF

Save on your next grocery purchase of $50 or more*
with your Safeway Club Card and this Savings Award.

*Use this Savings Award on any shopping trip you choose at any Oregon Safeway store and S.W.
Washington stores serving Clark, Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Skamania, Walla Walla and Klickitat
counties by 4/5/16. This $10.00 Savings Award excludes purchases of Alcoholic Beverages, Fluid Dairy
Products, Tobacco, US Postage Stamps, Trimet Bus/Commuter Passes, Money Orders, Container
Deposits, Lottery, Gift Cards, Gift Certificates Sales, All Pharmacy Prescription Purchases, Safeway
Club Savings, Safeway Store Coupons and Sales Tax. One Savings Award redeemable per household.
COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED. Online and in-store prices, discounts, and offers may differ.

clip or CLICK! |ustforu | Valid 3/30/16 thru 4/5/16  SAFEWAY (Y  clip or CLICK! ustforu

Lucerne®
Chunk or
Shredded
Cheese

32-0z.

Selected varieties.

99

WITH CARD AND COUPON

This coupon must be presented at time
of purchase. Offer Valid with Card and
Coupon. COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED.
Coupon valid thru 4/5/16.

time

359

Valid 3/30/16 thru 4/5/16

89

WITH CARD AND COUPON

77411

s
Fresh Whole

time
and

This coupon must be presented at time
of purchase. Offer Valid with Card and

Coupon valid thru 4/5/16.

t safeway.com

or download the Safeway App

‘9

nalune

brands

SAFEWAY (Y  clip or CLICK! wstforu |  Valid 3/30/16 thru 4/5/16

Cantaloupe Melons

Coupon. COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED.

Get free offers and
personalized deals

550 or
more

0

Valid 3/30/16 thru 4/5/16  SAFEWAY Y. clip or CLICK! |ustforu | Valid 3/30/16 thru 4/5/16

-

!

X

Oven Joy Bread
22-0z. White or Wheat.
Selected varieties.

= B

o
¢c: = 99
Raw Shrimp 5
ea 16 to 20-ct. Sold in a 2-Ib. bag. :
WITH CARD AND COUPON v $11.98 ea WITH CARD AND COUPON

This coupon must be presented at time
of purchase. Offer Valid with Card and
Coupon. COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED.
Coupon valid thru 4/5/16.

D“

‘00000

77493

clip or CLICK! |ustforu | Valid 3/30/16 thru 4/5/16

SAFEWAY €Y

Limit
2

8-Piece Mixed

2$ 99

for or Dark Chicken :
WITH CARD AND COUPON Grilled or Fried. WITH CARD AND COUPON H
‘ ” H | | | This coupon must be presented at time H ” ||||| ‘ E
o of purchase. Offer Valid with Card and .
+ Coupon. COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED. :
0 "00000"77378"" 2 : copmaiam 4 o "'aoo00 7722
.........................
Add coupons online Create a digital

or with our App

0 2

shopping list

Introducing our Signature
family of brands —

Thousands of products with the quality you’re looking for at a
budget-friendly price. We proudly stand behind our Signature
products with a 100% money-back guarantee.

We select only the best products for our exclusive brand—from
delicious prepared meals to quality ingredients, from fresh produce
to trusted home staples.

Because you shouldn’t have to choose between quality and value.

Prices in this ad are effective 6 AM Wednesday, March 30, 2016 thru Tuesday, April 5, 2016 (unless otherwise noted) in all Safeway stores in Oregon and S.W. Washington stores serving Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Clark, Skamania,
Walla Walla and Klickitat Counties. Items offered for sale are not available to other dealers or wholesalers. Sales of products containing ephedrine, pseudoephedrine or phenylpropanolamine limited by law. Quantity rights
reserved. SOME ADVERTISING ITEMS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE IN ALL STORES. Some advertised prices may be even lower in some stores. On Buy One, Get One Free (“BOGO") offers, customer must purchase the first item
to receive the second item free. BOGO offers are not 1/2 price sales. If only a single item purchased, the regular price applies. Manufacturers’ coupons may be used on purchased items only — not on free items. Limit one
coupon per purchased item. Customer will be responsible for tax and deposits as required by law on the purchased and free items. No liquor sales in excess of 52 gallons. No liquor sales for resale. Liquor sales at licensed
Safeway stores only. © 2015 Safeway Inc. Availability of items may vary by store. Online and In-store prices, discounts and offers may differ.
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