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Inn: Port heard proposals from several different groups

Continued from Page 1A
Deal gone bad

Hunter’s client, Ganesh
Sonpatki, had been negotiat-
ing with the Port and heavily
indebted hotelier Brad Smi-
thart since 2014 to take over
the Riverwalk Inn and pay off
Smithart’s debts to the city and
the Port. In exchange, Son-
patki would get the two years
remaining on Smithart’s lease
and an option for a five-year
extension.

The Port Commission
voted in June to have staff
finalize an agreement, but the
deal was never finalized. Luke
Reese, the Port’s attorney,
claims Param canceled con-
tract negotiations before they
were completed, while Hunter
claims the Port wrongfully
walked away from a binding
agreement.

While the deal with Param

languished, the Port was
approached in July by Orr,
president of Signature Sea-
foods in Seattle, and Trabucco,
a local developer formerly

the short-term operators while
the agency created a request
for proposals for a long-
term understanding. Within
a month, Param filed suit.

The Port put the

behind the Hotel
Elliott. The two
offered a similar

deal to Sonpatki’s.
The Port even-

tually heard pro-

posals from sev-

request for propos-
als on hold, pending
the outcome of the
lawsuit.

Public issue,

eral different or private
groups, including gain?

local restaurateur In January,
and adult home Hospitality ~ Ven-
operator Kruparao Ganesh tures’ lawyer, Wil-
Kancharla, Com- Sonpatki liam Miner, filed
fort Suites Colum- a motion to strike
bia River owner James Param’s claim against Hos-
Mulloy and Bellingham, pitality Ventures and take his

Washington, hotelier Mark
Hollander.

The Port Commission ulti-
mately voted in September
to install Orr’s and Trabuc-
co’s Hospitality Ventures as

clients out of the case. His
motion rests on a state law
covering the right of petition
and free speech on issues of
public interest — the public
issue being the Port-owned
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The Astoria Riverwalk Inn as seen from the West End Mooring Basin last year.

Riverwalk Inn. The law is
known as an anti-SLAPP
(strategic lawsuit against
public participation) statute.

Hunter responded to Min-
er’s motion to strike, say-
ing Orr and Trabucco are

not covered by the statute
because they interfered with
Param’s business relation-
ships for their own private
financial gain.

“As courts have repeat-
edly recognized, conduct

of that nature is not subject
to the anti-SLAPP statute,”
Hunter wrote. “Even if the
statute applies, Param has
introduced substantial evi-
dence in support of its claim
for interference.”
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Liquor:
Continued from Page 1A

Replacing that revenue
might be challenging given
that the Oregon Legislature
needs a three-fifths majority
to pass a new tax, said Paul
Romain, a lobbyist for the
Oregon Beer & Wine Distrib-
utors Association, which is a
member of the coalition.

The measure also would
likely increase the num-
ber of liquor outlets in Ore-
gon. There were 248 liquor
stores in the state, as of March
24, according to the Oregon
Liquor Control Commission.

Beer, wine opposition

Craft beer and winemakers
oppose privatization because
liquor would compete with
beer and wine for both store
shelf space and buyers.

“If there is liquor in the
store, the shelf space has to
come somewhere,” said Paul
Romain, a lobbyist for the
Oregon Beer & Wine Distrib-
utors Association. “In Wash-
ington state, a lot of the winer-
ies that had product in stores,
their numbers went down

Craft beer, winemakers oppose prlvatlzatlon

because the shelf space was
then used for liquor.”

Oregon is one of a dimin-
ishing number of states that
still regulates pricing, mar-
keting ,distribution and retail
sales of liquor, according to
Oregonians for Competition,
a coalition of grocers, retail-
ers, craft distillers, and con-
sumers who support the ini-
tiative. Oregon is one of
13 states that still controls
retail sales through govern-
ment-operated stores or des-
ignated agents, according to
the National Alcohol Bever-
age Control Association.

“We believe Oregonians
are ready to end the state’s
monopoly on liquor sales
and allow Oregon consum-
ers to buy liquor at quali-
fied grocery and retail stores
— just like consumers do in
most other states,” co-sponsor
Lynn Gust, retired president
of Portland-based Fred Meyer
Stores, said in a statement.
“The initiative will allow the
state to focus more on alco-
hol law enforcement, which is
what Oregon voters originally
intended the OLCC to do.”

Joe Bascuti stocks shelves at a liquor store in Portland.
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- Research advances
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or call 503 494-8511

Saturday, April 9, 2016, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Come for an hour - stay for the day!

* Talks by Casey Eye Institute faculty
- Macular degeneration basics and

* Sessions on tools and techniques for
living fully with low vision

» Exhibits of vision aids, assistive
technology and services

» Showcase by artists and hobbyists

Free — Get more information and
register at www.caseyamd.com
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Making Meaningful Change:
How God’s Love Can Change Your Life and the W011d

Discover how a right understanding of God

can bring His healing and saving power into our daily lives.

Saturday, April 2nd, 10:30 a.m.

Astoria Public Library, Flag Room
450 10th Street . Astoria

Mark McCurties has had a life-long love of the Bible and its

inspiring message of individual triumph over adversity. While
working with young people, he had many opportunities to witness

the healing power of God, and these inspiring experiences
eventually led him into the full-time public practice of Christian Science. Mark is a
member of the Christian Science Board of Lectureship.

&

Sponsored by First Church of Christ, Scientist Astoria, OR, and First Church of Christ, Scientist Gearhart, OR.
For more information please call: 503.325.5661
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A weekly email newsletter with nonpartisan
reporting that goes beyond the headines

Get the inside scoop on state government and politics
with the weekly Oregon Capital Insider email newsletter.

We're investing in Salem coverage when other news organizations are cutting back. Oregon Capital
Insider is part of the EO Media Group/Pamplin Media Group Capital Bureau which is dedicated to
reporting morein-depth stories and features on state government than any other news source.

state government

how it impacts you

Oregon Capital Insider brings you:

«Independent, non-partisan reporting on
the trends, issues, and personalities in

«The early radar on the next election and

«Who's moving up, and who's moving out?

q OREGON CAPITAL

INIDER

Visit oregoncapitalinsider.com or call 844-297-8634 for more information.

ACT NOW
AND GETUPTO
3 SUBSCRIPTIONS
FORTHE PRICE
OF ONE!

Subscribe today and receive THREE Oregon Capital Insider subscriptions for only $109 for
an entire year. That's less than $40 a year per subscription! You can give your two gift
subscriptions to a friend, coworker, or business associate. Simply provide your gift
recipient’s name and email address, and we'll send all three subscriptions for one low price.
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