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Port tries new tactics against sea lions

Air dancers,
railing go up
Thursday

By EDWARD STRATTON
The Daily Astorian

Plan to be around the East
End Mooring Basin Thursday
morning?

Watch the Port of Astoria
try to freak out hundreds of
California sea lions by inflat-
ing several air dancers. The
experiment is scheduled for 9
a.m.

It’s the latest effort by
the agency to rid its docks
of hundreds — sometimes
thousands — of lounging,
federally protected sea lions
drawn into the Columbia
River to forage fish runs.
The large marine mammals
have attracted thousands of
tourists, while causing sub-
stantial damage to the Port’s
docks, losing the agency
moorages and creating a pal-
pable animosity with the
fishing community because
of their predation on endan-
gered salmon runs.

The Port has tried beach
balls and electrified mats. A
fiberglass orca parade float
drew in media outlets from
around the world and hun-
dreds of people to the basin
on a warm June evening to
watch it capsize before get-
ting towed into a spot in the
basin, flanked by sea lions.

Nobody expects the
air dancers to be a perma-
nent solution, said Execu-
tive Director Jim Knight,
but they will help the Port
understand the sea lion’s
behavior, and only cost
$200 to $300.
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The Port of Astoria will try inflatable air dancers to scare
sea lions off the docks at the East End Mooring Basin.

Permanent solution?

While the air dancers wave,
student welders from Knappa
High School will test the proto-
type of the 22-inch-high dock
railing they have been fabri-
cating for the Port as a more
long-term solution. The alu-
minum pipes span up to 6 feet
long, the ends bending down
and bolting into the dock.
Halfway between the rail and
the dock runs a line of colored
race flags, which along with
surveying tape have so far
proven one of the most effec-
tive sea lion deterrents.

Similar railings have been

used up and down the West
Coast, and Knight said Knap-
pa’s are modeled after what the
National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration says
is 100 percent effective. He
said NOAA had quoted the
Port about $500,000 to install
pipe on all the docks. But Per-
mit and Project Manager Rob-
ert Evert said the piping to do
all the docks will cost less than
$15,000, including a $2,000
donation from Tim Hill,
owner of J&H Boatworks and
Columbia Steel Supply.
Although the animals
could be expelled from the
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Sea lions and seals rest on
the docks of the East End
Mooring Basin.

docks, thousands are expected
to forage in the Columbia as
the marine food web in Cali-
fornia collapses.

Federally protected

Sea lions were protected
by the Marine Mammal Pro-
tection Act in 1972, when
their population was as low
as 10,000. Current esti-
mates have the population
at more than 300,000 along
the West Coast, which have
some believing the animal has
reached its carrying capacity,
as evidenced by thousands of
pups starving on California
beaches. Wildlife biologists
expect continued mass die-
offs and strandings of juve-
nile sea lions amid El Nifio
conditions.

Gearhart

By R.J. MARX
The Daily Astorian

Clatsop County Circuit
Court Judge Cindee Matyas
extended a stipulated injunc-
tion at the Gearhart barn used
for parties and special events.

The extension will keep the
Pacific Way property off limits
for commercial use until owner
Shannon Smith provides Gear-
hart with plans to obtain a valid
certificate of occupancy.

And with a new attorney,
Smith hopes to reconcile with
the city. Smith, the owner of
Neacoxie Barn, a former livery
stable turned into a party space,
is now represented by Dean
Alterman of Folawn, Alterman
& Richardson of Portland.

“She and I had a very pro-
ductive meeting with the city
two weeks ago,” Alterman said
Tuesday. “We are looking for-
ward to working with the city
to get the situation squared
away.”

The injunction’s March 1
extension follows a long and
tangled legal path.

Smith  repeatedly chal-
lenged the city’s demand for
a conditional use permit and
rented out the barn for wed-
dings, family reunions and
other special events. Without
toilets, sanitary facilities and
safety measures, the city cited
the barn for a string of building
and zoning violations.

Along with local zone and
municipal code actions, Gear-
hart officials filed a motion in
Circuit Court to close the barn
from commercial use until
health and safety violations
were addressed and a certifi-
cate of occupancy delivered.

An  additional  $5,000
administrative penalty is pend-
ing, the ninth state building
code violation delivered by
the city to the barn for holding
events without an occupancy
permit, Gearhart’s City Admin-
istrator Chad Sweet said.

A hearing on that matter
is scheduled in Gearhart City
Hall in late April, Sweet said.

The stipulated agreement
between the city and Smith
was delivered New Year’s Eve.

The March 1 extension
gives Smith two more months
to satisfy city requirements,
Sweet said. Any commercial
event at the barn would face a
full injunction through the Cir-
cuit Court.

Alterman said Smith’s next
steps will probably include
submitting building plans and
filing for permits to bring the
event space up to code.

gives barn owner more time

“More than that I can’t
tell you because I don’t know
myself,” Alterman said. “It’s
the sort of thing where the
building and the zoning code
are not quite in sync. They

weren’t designed to work with
unusual and unique properties
such as this one.”

Alterman said he is assum-
ing Smith will observe the terms
of the stipulated injunction prior

to its expiration May 1.

“There are a number of
different ways we might find
agreement with the city,” Alter-
man said. “We’re just not sure
which ones they are yet.”
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Q o Why should | have
* my teeth cleaned
twice a year?
A' For the majority of patients
® concerned about their dental
health this is a reasonable interval.
However, for many patients who
struggle with plaque control, have poor
brushing habits, inadequate diets,
smokers, and patients with medical
conditions such as diabetes a more
frequent cleaning interval is
recommended and appropriate. And
yes, there are the few patients out there
who do an amazing job of home care
and can remain healthy on just an
annual cleaning visit and checkup.
Remember “ you only have to brush
and floss the teeth you want to keep”!

Q e My garden is infested
® with moles. How do |

get rid of them?

A' You are in good company! Moles
® are best controlled with traps and

baits. We can show you how they work.
Castor oil in spray or pellet form is a very
good deterrent. Smoke bombs are also
available with varying degrees of
effectiveness as are various breeds of
canines. Since moles are primarily
carnivores, they do the most damage to
the roots of plants by undermining them as
they dig. On the brighter side, moles do a
lot of good in the garden by eating crane
fly larvae and aerating the soil. Our Mole
Zap product is new this year and is very
effective and easy to use. It works by
injecting the run with CO2 which is lethal.

Q: Chronic pain

A ® Painkillers
o and anti-inflammatories

can get us through a tough time with
back, neck, head or leg pain, but they
weren’t designed for long-term use.
Yearly deaths from pain medication are
climbing. Other side effects can include
constipation, liver and kidney damage;
addiction from them is real and a growing
problem. Pain is a signal that something
is wrong. Pain medication does not fix the
problem — it changes the brain.
Reducing pain can be as simple as iden-
tifying its source and providing a differ-
ent approach — chiropractic is an impor-
tant part of that. “Maybe you don’t have
to live with it.”

Call 503-325-3311.

. Will | have to

o assemble my
furniture
when it is
delivered?

AO Most wood furniture

e products require
assembly prior to delivery.
Our delivery service at
Roby’s includes assembly
of your furniture prior to
delivery. Our delivery
service also includes
complimentary removal of
your old furniture if
necessary.

Q’ How do | adjust
¢ the bass and treble
of my computer?

Ao 1. Click start Start button,

e click All Programs, click
Windows Media Player.
2.If you’re in the Player’s “Library”
view, click the “Switch to Now
Playing” button =~ in the lower-right
corner of the player.
3. Right-click an open space in the
player (to the left of the stop button,
for example), point to
Enhancements, and then click
Graphic equalizer.
4. Click Turn on, and make desired
changes.
5. To hide the settings, click Close.
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*Howdolgeta
story about my
event in Coast
Weekend?

We plan what our feature stories

® will be, anywhere from two to six
weeks in advance, so let us know early if you
have something going on that you think
would make a good feature. For smaller
stories, the deadline for getting press releases
and photos to us is noon Wednesday, one
week before the next Thursday’s publication.
Email your information to
rsedlak@dailyastorian.com or call 503-325-
3211, ext. 217. Be sure to include a contact
name, email and phone number. If you just
want to post an event on the online calendar,
you can go to coastweekend.com/calendar
and follow the instructions.




