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Founded in 1873

OPINION

S
treet Roots’ vendors are homeless people. 

When I see them in Portland, I buy their 

paper. The tabloid they sell has a decidedly 

different perspective. 
“People think of us as the homeless paper, says, 

Israel Bayer, the newspaper’s executive director. “They 

open it up and are impressed.

and poverty. The income is a key 
aspect of what we do. The human 

ness and the reader becomes a real 

cally the stuff of social activism. 
In the issue I recently purchased is 

forest restoration workers face. An 
editorial in the issue proclaims: 
“Many (forest workers) have been 

Fmedia, the widespread habit is to reduce social and 

ple. Street Roots puts a face on these people in two ways. 
SR there 

has 160 vendors. It is part of the Street Paper Movement 
that can be found in 120 newspapers in 40 countries. 
These papers have been around since the 1990s. They 
have a shared news wire.

The quality of the street papers varies considerably. 

land, Seattle and Vancouver,  British Columbia, are in 

Joanne Zuhl, Street Roots’ 

from the Appleton, Wisconsin, newspaper. She 
started as a volunteer at another property in the Street 
Paper Movement in 2002.

len talks about Shakespeare, That interview came from the street 
paper wire.

‘Nzer in The New York World on May 10, 1883. Pulitzer’s 

lessness has become more of a mainstream topic in Portland, 

“Street Roots

Zuhl describes how Street Roots 

course. “Our readers are 

the movers and shakers of 

I like the unconventional 
aspect of Bayer’s paper. 

tunity and a voice for the 
dispossessed is at least two 

our new century. It also 

dolph Hearst.

thy of attention from the national business press. 

and towns. The perspective of these smaller companies is much 
different than what you read about in national newspapers and 

— S.A.F.

Open forum
Undeserving

S
homeless individuals so they can panhandle on the 

I am told, but they have their automobile parked 
around the corner to drive home in, and have been 

the current political administration; perhaps that 

and homeless when they are not, they are only 

help they deserve.

DAVID GRAVES
Astoria

Support police

I 
of our Astoria Police Department personnel.

other police departments, I think it’s important
to support our local police department. A way
to do this is to attend the Astoria City Council

days of each month at 7 p.m., on the second

I think we need several more police around

MARY WALTHER
Astoria

Steve 

Forrester

‘Our fi rst goal 

and mission is 

to provide a low -

barrier income 

opportunity 

to people 

experiencing 

homelessness

and poverty.

The income is a

key aspect of

what we do.’

Israel Bayer
executive editor of Street Roots

‘We decided a 

long time ago 

we weren’t

going to be a 

stereotypical 

homeless 

paper.’


