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OPINION

‘If you were in Afghanistan, 
I could help you.’

America spent more on the Iraq and Afghanistan wars 

aid to Afghanistan was larger than the money spent in the 

When congressional 

tain of cash went, the answer 

often has led to theft that 

lesson in all of these stories, 

loosely controlled, will lead 

to theft, especially in a cor

It appears that American 

is the story (“The Bidding 

edition of The New Yorker

Aikins’ story involves an 

who apparently skimmed 

millions, with the help of 

Writes Aikins: “Within 

is growing recognition that 

America’s vast expendi

“The American money was 

the government and the 

All of this has relevance 

We forget the displacement 

man Brian Baird to see 

War aid cash

O

avoiding damage in the 

The Portland Tribune 

has killed plans for a pro

pane terminal in Portland 

Canadian propane to China 

the Port of Portland the 

lion climate charge pro

weight of their own overly 

Other plans remain 

ties and ports as leaping 

kets and the Bakken oil for

In the meantime, the oil 

leave epic economic hang

exploitation is heading for 

edition of the Washington 

Post

false promises of petro

By FRANK BRUNI
New York Times News Service

Y
she has often made things for 

herself, creating messes where 

derstanding the mood of voters, 

of opponents, and failing to 

closer to the Demo
cratic nomination, I 

ing greater clarity in a messy race 

We were seeing the vindication 

Let’s give her this moment, 

it demonstrates a grit that 

who had his own key wins 

Clinton is poorly positioned to 
mollify that rage, and the reason 

ries! Many more Americans have 

nipiac University poll 

Democrats are aware of that, and 

day, and Clinton’s remarks at a cel

Mocking his slogan, she said that 

was more explicit and more derisive 

repeatedly to the ongoing investiga
tion of her email practices as sec

retary of state, he said

she were even allowed to
remain in the presidential

America any progress or 

tics for decades and, in
his estimation, has never

said in a voice dripping with con

to defeat her and he relished the

To attain the presidency, a poli

ratio was even worse than Clin

porters and advisers are accordingly

tivity and relentless attacks, as The

Another is that it doesn’t address
the ire I mentioned earlier, the yearn

Worst of all, an epically nasty

ness to prevail in a more inspiring,

As well as we know her, this is

Hillary’s moment in time

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN
New York Times News Service

W

pilot’s OODA loop is faster, 

when the three largest forces on the 

Climate change 

Technology is mak

ing everything 

faster and ampli

is making the world 

more interdependent 

than ever, so we are 

These accelerations are raising all 

speed at which governments need 
to make decisions and the need for 

stronger safety nets and more entre

can navigate this complexity and fos

My own view is that these three 

accelerations, and what 

It is the kind of politics 

Party fell into the 
grip of a coalition of 

money people who 
have created a closed 
loop of incentives 

and never getting to 

tial candidates who, when they gath

than the next, from a “galaxy far, far 

At the same time, as political sci

we’ve shifted to a system

level and therefore collec

gress needs to resolve via politics,

stands this is President Barack

tion, to implement a Common Core

to make investments in clean tech,
to make changes in the tax code to

incoherent mess, more designed to

Our politics aren’t keeping up

Deny 

climate 

change. 

Spurn 

immigration 

reform. Shut 

down the 

Congress.

She never 

retreated. 

Never 

gave up.
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