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Hike: The first pay bump starts m July
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minimum wage,” Brown said.
“Over the past few weeks, I've
done a lot of talking about
how important it is for hard-
working Oregonians to get a
much needed raise in order to
keep up with the rising cost of
housing, rent, food and other
necessities.”

Dembrow and Rep. Paul
Holvey, D-Eugene, crafted the
plan, contained in Senate Bill
1532, after a year’s worth of
research, meetings with stake-
holders, public hearings and
negotiations.

The plan hikes wages over
a period of six years. The
amount differs in each of three
regions and is set according to
a county’s population, median
income and cost of living. The
minimum wage will reach
$14.75 in the Portland area,
$12.50 in rural and coastal
counties with struggling econ-
omies and $13.50 in the rest of
the state by 2022.

The first pay bump starts
in July, from $9.25 to $9.75
statewide.

President Barack Obama
commended the Oregon Leg-
islature and Brown Wednes-
day for approving the plan and
called on Congress to follow
suit. He said more than half of
states now have wages higher
than the federal minimum.

“Since I first called on
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Sen. Michael Dembrow celebrates before Gov. Kate Brown
signs Senate Bill 1532, increasing Oregon’s minimum
wage according to a tiered system, at the state Capitol in

Salem on Wednesday.

Congress to increase the fed-
eral minimum wage in 2013,
18 states and the District of
Columbia have acted on their
own,” Obama said in a state-
ment. “These efforts will boost
the paychecks of hardworking
Americans and help support
millions of workers trying to
make ends meet.”

Brown said the plan would
help the state avoid “a number
of potentially problematic bal-
lot measures.”

It is still unclear whether all
of the initiative campaigns are
dead.

The Raise the Wage coali-
tion announced Monday that it
has suspended signature gath-
ering to place a measure on the

ballot to raise wages to $13.50
statewide during a three-year
period. That measure also
would have lifted a ban on cit-
ies and counties setting higher
wages. Chief sponsors said
early in the campaign that the
union-backed initiative was
intended to spur the Legisla-
ture to action.

“While this  proposal
diverges from our initial plan
for raising the wage, it is over-
whelmingly a win for Ore-
gon workers — in large part
because it gives a raise to
over 100,000 minimum-wage
workers this July,” said Andrea
Miller, executive director of
Causa Oregon. “Most nota-
bly, this bill contains no carve-

outs or exceptions for different
classes of workers, like farm-
workers or restaurant workers,
or for people just starting out
in their career.”

The $15 Now campaign is
still an unknown.

“We are still in discussions
with our partners of which
there are many,” said chief
petitioner Jamie Partridge of
Portland. They are figuring out
how to go forward. We are try-
ing to determine our capacity
to go to the ballot and wage a
winning campaign.”

The plan approved by the
Legislature is “too low, too
slow and too little, too late,”
Partridge said. “It’s not enough
to bring people out of poverty.”

Anthony K. Smith, Oregon
state director for the National
Federation of Independent
Business called on the gover-
nor to publicly oppose the $15
Now campaign.

“It’s bad enough that this
unfortunate law will prompt
small-business owners to halt
hiring, start cutting back hours
for workers, start eliminating
overtime, or even make lay-
offs, but her silence on the bal-
lot initiative only adds to the
anxiety Oregon’s entrepre-
neurs are already experienc-
ing,” Smith said in a statement.

The Capital Bureau is a
collaboration  between EQO
Media Group and Pamplin
Media Group.

Students: Wreck
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“It’s an experience for
sure,” said Darby Cullen, a
mechanical engineering major
recruited to build the robot.
“We’ve explored space, and
we haven’t explored underwa-
ter to any remarkable degree.”

Cullen, along with fel-
low engineering student and
Jewell School graduate Jon-
athan Kaminski, are novices
to robot-building but largely
in charge of assembling the
submersible. Helping them
and Larsen, who specializes
in the software and wiring,
are Brenton Davis and Ashley
Fish, lead members of War-
renton High School’s under-
water robotics team, and Sam
Daire, another college student
who has been a part of the
robotics teams at the college
and Seaside High School.

Larsen said the team
hopes to have the submers-
ible ready this summer for
their first mission: explor-
ing the wreckage of the Sil-
via de Grasse, a packet ship
carrying lumber that sank in
the Columbia River near Pier
39 in 1849.

“They know where it
is,” Larsen said. “We’re just
going and inspecting it.”

After that comes the chal-
lenge of taking the submers-
ible into more open waters.
Larsen said team members
have signed nondisclosure
agreements, searching for
some shipwrecks that have
yet to be found.

The Beeswax
shipwreck

The archaeological soci-
ety met in Astoria in Febru-
ary and voted to adopt the
Beeswax Wreck Project as
their own. Scott Williams,
archaeologist with the Wash-
ington State Department of
Transportation, is the princi-
pal investigator with the proj-
ect, which began in 2004.

“Lewis and Clark, the fur
traders in the area, the Indi-
ans brought them beeswax
to trade,” Williams told the
annual meeting of the soci-
ety in the Barbey Maritime
Center. “Especially the fur
traders know that there are
no honeybees. There’s no
native honeybees anywhere
in the New World. So they
asked the natives where
they got this beeswax, and
they told them there was a
shipwreck.”

Williams said he is 99.9
percent sure the source of
beeswax washing up over
the years on Nehalem Spit
near Manzanita is the Santo
Cristo de Burgos, a Span-
ish galleon that started back
from Manila, Philippines, in
1693 loaded with beeswax

1s protected by
state, federal and international law
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Georges Oates Larsen tinkers with pieces of the OpenROV in the physics lab of Clatsop
Community College on Wednesday.
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Darby Cullen and Jonathan Kaminski show what the finished OpenROV will look like.
They plan to have the underwater exploration robot done by the summer.

and other commodities des-
tined for Mexico.

“Only the Spanish carry
large cargoes of beeswax,”
Williams said, adding the
markings on the beeswax are
Spanish.

Based on the dating of
porcelain found on the beach,
he said, the shipwreck off
of Manzanita most likely
occurred between 1680 and
1700, and is likely spread out
after being shifted by a large
tsunami that hit the Oregon
Coast in 1700.

“This is not a salvage or
a treasure hunt,” Williams
said.

The wreck is protected by
state, federal and international
law, he said, with the Spanish
government likely having first
dibs on any wreckage.

Robotic assistance
Over the past decade, the

Submitted Photo
Beachcombers have long
found marked blocks of
beeswax, like this piece
found in 1915, that the in-
vestigators with the Bees-
wax Wreck Project believe
are from the Santo Cristo
de Burgos, a Spanish gal-
leon coming back with
commodities from Manila,
Philipines, when it sank in
the late 17th century.

Beeswax Wreck Project has
probably spent 20 days total
in the field, Williams said,

owing to the divers, boats,
good weather and water con-
ditions needed to put together
a field study.

For the archaeological
society, the submersible will
allow more dives throughout
the year as they try to docu-
ment shipwrecks. On land,
Williams said, the archae-
ological society needs peo-
ple to remain vigilant when
combing the beach.

“We need people on the
beach, if they find stuff, to
report it,” Williams said.
“Don’t pick it up, put it in
your pocket and go. Notify a
park ranger. If it’s in danger
of being washed away, like
something right at the surf
line, OK, pick that up and
then tell a park ranger.”

For more information
about the Maritime Archae-
ological Society, visit http://
maritimearchaeological.org
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Submitted Photo
Mike Meno, a longtime healthcare provider on the Long
Beach (Wash.) Peninsula who established the medical
clinic in Klipsan and served on the llwaco City Council, has
suffered multiple strokes and is being treated in Astoria.

Meno: ‘He’s a
wonderful man
with a very,
very big heart’
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of some patients for so long
that he’d eventually take
care of their children, too.
While juggling all of these
responsibilities, my father
still made time to send my
mother flowers for no rea-
son and take me to breakfast
every Saturday. In short, he’s
a wonderful man with a very,
very big heart.”

Mike Meno’s wife, Vicki
Meno, self-employed clean-
ing houses for more than 10
years, has had to stop work
since Mike’s stroke, she
said, “so I can try to be with
him as much as possible.”

She explained the stroke
history and the insurance
predicament. “Mike has had
at least three strokes that we
know of, over the past six
years. But in the past, the
symptoms resolved within
24 hours.”

But with his stroke, his
most severe yet, the results
were worse. Vicki Meno
explained, “He took a small
fall in his (hospital) room
when they returned from
MRI and that’s when the
stroke happened.”

With this stroke, Meno
lost the use of his left arm
and leg.

Her wish is for Meno
to be able to stay at this
care center as long as it
takes for him to recover
enough to return home. But
their insurance company is
likely not going to pay for
that to happen, she said,
“They’re already request-
ing that I get a hold of the
state services, so they can
look into our financial sit-
uation to see if we qualify
for Medicaid.”

He gave so much

Steve Bellinger, Ocean
Beach Hospital physician
assistant and captain/para-
medic with Pacific County
Fire District 1, brought Mike
Meno’s plight to the atten-
tion of the Chinook Observer
in an e-mail recently. He
wrote, “Mike has sacri-
ficed a portion of his life and
much of his finances to our
community.”

He explained that Meno
encouraged Bellinger to go
back to school, after they first
met in the late 1980s. Bell-
inger recalled, “I did return
to college and ultimately
attended the University of
Washington and became a
physician assistant just like
Mike. I now have provided
medical services to our com-
munity for almost 19 years.”

Through Meno’s ded-
icated tutelage, Bellinger
said, “I feel I am one of the
many indirect impacts Mike
had on our community. I
bring up my involvement not
to highlight my deeds, but to
highlight the vision and the
impact that Mike’s visions
had on our community and
its individuals. As you know,
Mike also during his time as
a medical practitioner on the
peninsula built North Beach
Clinic, now know as the
Family Health Center. Again,
he had a vision and this was
to provide healthcare ser-
vices to the residents of the
north end, which are pre-
dominately senior citizens.”

Bellinger saidMeno
“served and sacrificed” in
his contributions to this com-
munity. He encourages com-
munity members to give
back through the GoFundMe

page.

Cannon Beach: If directors
are recalled, remaining
board member or members
would appoint new directors
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Clyde said the recall
drive had a “chilling effect”
on public awareness of
the events prior to the
termination.

Cannon Beach resident
Susan Neuwirth, who ini-
tiated the recall, called the
challenges “for the best.”

“Hopefully, it will settle
this issue once and for all,
either way,” Neuwirth said
Wednesday. “If the town-
folk want to reinstall them,
then so be it. If they would
like a fresh start after many
years of the same guard, then
so be it. At least there has
been a lot of healthy conver-
sation regarding the impor-
tance of sitting on any board
and the decisions they make.
[ believe this is particularly
true when it involves life and
property.”

The special election is
scheduled for April 5. If

directors are recalled, the
remaining board member or
members would appoint new
directors.

There are several residents
who have expressed interest
in serving, Neuwirth said.

“But since they weren’t
certain of the outcome,
nobody has officially thrown
their hat in the ring,” Neu-
wirth said.

Neuwirth said she would
be proud to serve “if people
would like me to.”

“I’ll wait and see what
kind of comments are made
by the public and Fire
Department,” Neuwirth
added. “I do know this: The
volunteers are very apprecia-
tive that all of this has come
to light and the town has
stood behind them. They will
definitely have a much stron-
ger voice in their department
in the future.”

Lyra Fontaine contrib-
uted to this report.
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