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Medical now, recreational
pot to follow in Seaside

City already has requests for recreational sales permits

By R.J. MARX
The Daily Astorian

SEASIDE — Last fall,
Seaside city councilors faced
“the inevitable” when they
approved business licenses
for medical dispensaries,
including Highway 420 and
Cannabis Nation. Both busi-
nesses are regulated by the
Oregon Health Authority.

On Monday, councilors
took a step to clarify rules
for recreational sales, which
are regulated by the Ore-
gon Liquor Control Com-
mission and unlikely to open
until later this year. The new
rules will implement similar
requirements as in the dis-
pensary ordinance.

“It will effectively limit
the number of businesses you
can have, and it would also
adopt the same restrictions in
the downtown core area that
apply to medical marijuana,”
Planning Director Kevin
Cupples said.

Without a recreational
marijuana licensing ordi-
nance in place, Cupples said

the city could be challenged
and drawn into “protracted
legal battles over whether or
not it does or does not pro-
hibit the activity.”

“Rather than being chal-
lenged, we decided to go
straight to an ordinance and
say, ‘This is how it’s going
to be regulated,” and go on in
the same manner as we did
the medical marijuana facil-
ities: time, place, manner of
licensing,” Cupples said.

The ordinance, which
was supported by councilors
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A billboard warning of the consequences of driving under
the influence in Seaside.

unanimously, would subject
retail sellers of marijuana to
the same city rules that gov-
ern the medical market.

The rules require a 1,000-
foot separation between sell-
ers, and 1,000-foot distance
from schools.

“What we’ve done is take
the ordinance and changed
the wording around enough
so it will in fact recognize rec-
reational,” Cupples said. “If
the council deems it appro-
priate, the staff will look at
the recreational grow facili-

ties and processing facilities
just as we have for medical in
industrial zones.”

Highway 420 and Can-
nabis Nation are the only
licensed  dispensaries  in
Seaside.

Both have applied to the
city for recreational sales
permits, prompting the city
to enact the rules to encom-
pass recreational facilities,
Cupples said.

The proposed ordinance
will further limit the avail-
able locations for dispensa-
ries or recreational sales.

Even  with  land-use
boundaries, there may still
be room for more dispen-
saries or retailers to open in
Seaside.

“It’s going to be limited
because you’re bound with
what those circles are,” Cup-
ples said. “Right now, there
may be enough room to add
another dispensary and/or
recreational, depending on if
this ordinance passes. Any-
thing that meets all those
provisions that is still zoned
commercial.”
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Republicans shut
down state Senate

By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Republicans
stood up their colleagues in
the state Senate Wednesday
evening in a show of protest
against the Democrat majori-
ty’s policy agenda this session.

State Senate President Peter
Courtney said he was forced to
cancel the 5 p.m. floor debate
because the Senate lacked a
quorum. Twenty senators must
be present to reach a quorum.
Only 18, all Democrats, were
present.

“My fellow senators, [
guess they are not coming,”
Courtney said. “I want to thank
you for being willing to come
here and do the work.”

“This does not make me
happy,” he said. “It makes me
sad.”

Senate Republican Leader
Ted Ferrioli, R-John Day,
said in a statement that Sen-

ate Republicans “will not work
late into the night to fast track an
agenda pursued by the Demo-
crat majority that features back-
room deals between Democrats
and special interests and numer-
ous broken promises of collabo-
ration and compromise.”

He said the Republican sen-
ators would return to the cham-
ber Thursday morning,

Courtney’s office noted that
the evening debate would have
been unnecessary if Repub-
licans had not insisted at the
beginning of the session that
every bill be read aloud in its
entirety.

Sen. Michael Dembrow,
D-Portland, said all but one
of the bills up for consider-
ation Wednesday evening had
unanimous support in commit-
tee from both Democrats and
Republicans.

“Yet they can’t move for-
ward; it’s frustrating,” Dem-
brow said.

Meet with Herzig Saturday

The Daily Astorian

The public is invited to
meet with Astoria City Coun-
cilor Drew Herzig from 12:30
to 2 p.m. Saturday in the Flag

Room at the Astoria Public
Library, 450 10th St.

All are welcome to come
and share their thoughts, sug-
gestions, questions and con-
cerns about Astoria.
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The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo
and, for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m.
the business day prior.

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices
and upcoming services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9
a.m. the day of publication.

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/forms/
obits, by email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person
at The Daily Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call
503-325-3211, ext. 257.
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