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Flushing
testing in
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Starting Monday, the Astoria
Public Works Department begins the
annual flushing and flow testing of
448 fire hydrants, which takes place
from 7:30 am. to 3:30 p.m. and con-
tinues for approximately five weeks.

and flow
Astoria

Areas of hydrant flushing will be
announced daily on local radio stations.

Customers may experience tem-
porary low pressure and water discol-
oration during the flushing and flow
testing process. If these conditions
continue after 3:30 p.m., call Astoria
Public Works at 503-325-3524.

River, channel dredging
on tap for this summer

The Daily Astorian

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers will spend more than $60 mil-
lion this summer dredging the main
shipping channel on the Columbia
River, along with $2.7 million deep-
ening the lower Skipanon Channel.

Gov. Kate Brown’s office
announced last week the state had
received $85.2 million worth of
work in the Corps’ 2016 work plan.
The Lower Columbia received $43.8
million, the mouth of the Columbia
$19.8 million and Skipanon $2.7 mil-
lion. Dredging is needed to accom-
modate commercial fishing vessels
and the Columbia River Bar Pilots’
vessels Columbia and Chinook.

Michelle Helms, a spokes-
woman for the Corps, said dredging

work usually occurs between July
and September, adding the window
for Skipanon dredging is between
Aug. 1 and Dec. 15. She said the
river will typically be dredged to 16
feet, although the depth has not been
set.

The Port of [lwaco, Washington,
received $1.4 million worth of work
this year to maintain the channel from
Baker Bay to the Columbia, although
the Port of Chinook did not receive
funding to study replacing pile dikes
that keep sediment out of the Ilwaco
and Chinook port channels.

The Pacific Northwest Waterways
Association, a regional, multi-indus-
try association that focuses on trade,
navigation and economic develop-
ment policies, had stumped on behalf

of small ports.

Brown’s office says
terminations hinged
on leadership style

By HILLARY BORRUD
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Two top officials at the
Oregon Employment Department faced
employee complaints last year that they
engaged in favoritism and illegally trans-
ferred money to another state agency.

However, an investigation by a con-
tractor for the state Department of Justice
had cleared Employment Department
director Lisa Nisenfeld and deputy direc-
tor Salvador Llerenas of any significant
wrongdoing a month before Gov. Kate
Brown fired Nisenfeld in early January.
Llerenas was also fired, after Kay Erick-
son, a budget manager from the Depart-
ment of Administrative Services, took
over as interim director of the Employ-
ment Department.

The Department of Administrative
Services released a redacted copy of the
investigator’s report this week.

The investigator concluded the
unnamed employees who complained of
wrongdoing had little knowledge of some
of the issues they raised, in particular an
effort to better align workforce training
initiatives on which funds were allegedly
misspent, and “not one of the examples
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Investigation cleared fired
managers of wrongdoing

of unethical practices (e.g., improper con-
tracting practices, hiring of friends) was
proven,” according to the report.

The findings were still troubling to
the governor, and a letter released by
Brown’s office on Wednesday revealed
that the administration removed Nisen-
feld from the director’s job due to dissat-
isfaction with her communication and
leadership style.

“Although it is not necessary to iden-
tify any specific grounds, Gov. Brown
made the decision to remove you
based on your leadership and manage-
ment style, including consideration of
your communication style with agency
employees, including how you share
and disseminate information within the
agency, and what is in the best interests
of the Employment Department going
forward,” Brown’s chief of staff Kristen
Leonard wrote in the letter.

The EO Media Group/Pamplin
Media Group Capital Bureau could not
reach Nisenfeld or Llerenas for com-
ment on Wednesday.

Nisenfeld, who was appointed direc-
tor in September 2013, took on the job
of overhauling a dysfunctional agency
that had lost the trust of budget writ-
ers in the Legislature and Department
of Administrative Services and wasted
money on problematic software proj-
ects, according to the Department of
Justice contractor’s findings and media
reports over the years. Llerenas was

DEATH

Feb. 17,2016
HILL, Norman, 96, of Seaside,

died at

hired a few months before Nisenfeld.

“Llerenas and Nisenfeld took on a
very difficult situation at (the Employ-
ment Department), working to restore
credibility to an agency which had lost
the trust of significant state partners,”
according to the contractor, who added
that some employees did view Nisen-
feld as a “change agent.”

Last spring, an individual who
requested whistleblower status made
“several complaints about the lead-
ership of the Oregon Employment
Department”, according to the report.
The Department of Justice hired the
firm Workplace Solutions Northwest to
conduct an investigation, and some of
the findings in the report were reflected
in Leonard’s letter to Nisenfeld.

For example, lawyer Jill Goldsmith
of Workplace Solutions Northwest
wrote that Nisenfeld “can be quite direct
and confrontational” and “outside of her
executive team, which knows her well
and generally has a good relationship
with her, Nisenfeld can be perceived as
intimidating.”

Goldsmith found that Nisenfeld, who
previously worked for much smaller
organizations, did not seem to realize the
impact of her blunt comments on agency
employees who did not regularly inter-
act with her and might have felt intimi-
dated. However, the investigator found
that employees did not face retribution
for disagreeing with Nisenfeld.
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Saints temple in Oakland, Califor-
nia. Together they raised three chil-
dren, Michael Eric, Mark David and
Teri Lynn.

Sharon retired from the Cal-

ifornia Department of Motor Vehicles in

Sharon Perigen

tions may be made to the American
Cancer Society in her honor.
Hughes-Ransom  Mortuary is
in charge of the arrangements. An
online guest book may be signed at

www.hughes-ransom.com

503-325-3211, ext. 257.

OBITUARY POLICY

The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo and,
for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m. the business
day prior. Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices
and upcoming services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m.
the day of publication. Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.
com/forms/obits, by email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in
person at The Daily Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call
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